AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA

Nonconformance. The condition or
fact of an applicant not meeting the re-
quirements of a standard, contract,
specification, or other documented
service program requirements.

Official mark of conformance. Any
form of mark or other identification
used under the regulations to show the
conformance of products with applica-
ble service requirements, or to main-
tain the identity of products for which
service is provided under the regula-
tions.

Products. All agricultural commod-
ities and services within the scope of
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946.
This includes the processes involving
the production, handling, processing,
packaging, and transportation of these
products, agricultural product data
storage, and product traceability and
identification.

Program. Any and all individual au-
diting or accrediting procedures, sys-
tems, or instructions developed and ad-
ministered under the services author-
ized under §62.200.

Service. The AMS auditing and ac-
creditation functions authorized under
the Act and the provisions of this part.

Service documentation. All require-
ments, guidelines, manuals, forms, and
supporting documentation needed to
effectuate the administration and oper-
ation of services authorized under this
part.

USDA. The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

Subpart B—Administration

§62.100 Administrator.

The Administrator is charged with
the administration of official assess-
ments conducted according to the regu-
lations in this part and approved pro-
gram procedures.

Subpart C—Audit and
Accreditation Services

§62.200 Services.

Services shall be based upon the au-
thorities under the Act and applicable
standards prescribed by USDA, the
laws of the State where the particular
product was produced, specifications of
any governmental agency, voluntary

§62.200

audit program requirements in effect
under federal marketing orders and/or
agreements, written buyer and seller
contract specifications, service docu-
mentation, or any written specification
by an applicant. Services are adminis-
tered through voluntary, fee-for-serv-
ice, audit-based programs by AMS
auditor(s) and other USDA officials
under this part. Services authorized
under this part, and programs adminis-
tered under such, shall include:

(a) Quality Systems Verification Pro-
grams. Quality Systems Verification
Programs (QSVDP) assess an applicant’s
business (quality) management system
of program documentation and pro-
gram processes regarding quality of
products. Such programs include, but
are not limited to:

(1) Food Safety Management Systems. A
formalized system of documents, proc-
esses, procedures, and responsibilities
for preventing foodborne illnesses.

(i) Good Agricultural Practices (GAP).
A formalized system of documents,
processes, and procedures used by pri-
mary producers to minimize the risk of
contamination during the production,
harvesting, and handling of crops.

(ii) GroupGAP. A quality manage-
ment system approach to GAP certifi-
cation undertaken by a group of pro-
ducers.

(iii) Good Manufacturing Practices. A
formalized system of documents, proc-
esses, and procedures used to ensure
that products are consistently pro-
duced and controlled according to qual-
ity standards and regulatory require-
ments.

(2) Export Certification Program. A for-
malized system of documents, proc-
esses, and procedures used to validate
that a given product meets the specific
requirements of a foreign country, in
addition to applicable Federal require-
ments.

(3) USDA Process Verified Program
(PVP). A comprehensive quality man-
agement system verification program
whereby applicants establish their own
standards to describe products or proc-
esses.

(4) USDA Quality Assessment Program.
A quality management system
verification service that is designed to
aid in the marketing of products that
have undergone specific processes and
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