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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 205.405 

§ 205.404 Granting certification. 

(a) Within a reasonable time after 
completion of the initial on-site in-
spection, a certifying agent must re-
view the on-site inspection report, the 
results of any analyses for substances 
conducted, and any additional informa-
tion requested from or supplied by the 
applicant. If the certifying agent deter-
mines that the organic system plan 
and all procedures and activities of the 
applicant’s operation are in compliance 
with the requirements of this part and 
that the applicant is able to conduct 
operations in accordance with the plan, 
the agent shall grant certification. The 
certification may include requirements 
for the correction of minor noncompli-
ances within a specified time period as 
a condition of continued certification. 

(b) The certifying agent must issue a 
certificate of organic operation. The 
certificate of organic operation must 
be generated from the Organic Integ-
rity Database and may be provided to 
certified operations electronically. 

(c) In addition to the certificate of 
organic operation provided for in para-
graph (b) of this section, a certifying 
agent may issue its own addenda to the 
certificate of organic operation. If 
issued, any addenda must include: 

(1) Name, address, and contact infor-
mation for the certified operation; 

(2) The certified operation’s unique 
ID number/code that corresponds to the 
certified operation’s ID number/code in 
the Organic Integrity Database; 

(3) A link to the Organic Integrity 
Database or a link to the certified op-
eration’s profile in the Organic Integ-
rity Database, along with a statement, 
‘‘You may verify the certification of 
this operation at the Organic Integrity 
Database,’’ or a similar statement; 

(4) Name, address, and contact infor-
mation of the certifying agent; and 

(5) ‘‘Addendum issue date.’’ 
(d) Once certified, a production or 

handling operation’s organic certifi-
cation continues in effect until surren-
dered by the organic operation or sus-
pended or revoked by the certifying 
agent, the State organic program’s 
governing State official, or the Admin-
istrator. 

[65 FR 80637, Dec. 21, 2000, as amended of 88 
FR 3623, Jan. 19, 2023] 

§ 205.405 Denial of certification. 

(a) When the certifying agent has 
reason to believe, based on a review of 
the information specified in § 205.402 or 
§ 205.404, that an applicant for certifi-
cation is not able to comply or is not 
in compliance with the requirements of 
this part, the certifying agent must 
provide a written notification of non-
compliance to the applicant. When cor-
rection of a noncompliance is not pos-
sible, a notification of noncompliance 
and a notification of denial of certifi-
cation may be combined in one notifi-
cation. The notification of noncompli-
ance shall provide: 

(1) A description of each noncompli-
ance; 

(2) The facts upon which the notifica-
tion of noncompliance is based; and 

(3) The date by which the applicant 
must rebut or correct each noncompli-
ance and submit supporting docu-
mentation of each such correction 
when correction is possible. 

(b) Upon receipt of such notification 
of noncompliance, the applicant may: 

(1) Correct noncompliances and sub-
mit a description of the corrective ac-
tions taken with supporting docu-
mentation to the certifying agent; 

(2) Correct noncompliances and sub-
mit a new application to another certi-
fying agent: Provided, That, the appli-
cant must include a complete applica-
tion, the notification of noncompliance 
received from the first certifying 
agent, and a description of the correc-
tive actions taken with supporting doc-
umentation; or 

(3) Submit written information to 
the issuing certifying agent to rebut 
the noncompliance described in the no-
tification of noncompliance. 

(c) After issuance of a notification of 
noncompliance, the certifying agent 
must: 

(1) Evaluate the applicant’s correc-
tive actions taken and supporting doc-
umentation submitted or the written 
rebuttal, conduct an on-site inspection 
if necessary, and 

(i) When the corrective action or re-
buttal is sufficient for the applicant to 
qualify for certification, issue the ap-
plicant an approval of certification 
pursuant to § 205.404; or 
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