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and universities, cooperating forestry 
schools, certified Non-Land Grant Col-
leges of Agriculture (NLGCA) (list of 
certified NLGCA is available at http:// 
www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/pdfs/ 
nlgca_colleges.pdf), and schools of vet-
erinary medicine). 

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 82 
FR 21109, May 5, 2017] 

§ 3430.18 Submission of an application. 

(a) When to submit. The RFA will pro-
vide deadlines for the submission of 
letters of intent, if requested and re-
quired, and applications. NIFA may 
issue separate RFAs and/or establish 
separate deadlines for different types 
of applications, different award instru-
ments, or different topics or phases of 
the Federal assistance programs. If ap-
plications are not received by applica-
ble deadlines, they will not be consid-
ered for funding. Exceptions will be 
considered only when extenuating cir-
cumstances exist, as determined by 
NIFA, and justification and supporting 
documentation are provided to NIFA. 

(b) What to submit. The contents of 
the applicable application package, as 
well as any other information, are to 
be submitted by the due date. 

(c) Where to submit. The RFA will pro-
vide addresses for submission of letters 
of intent, if requested or required, and 
applications. It also will indicate per-
missible methods of submission (i.e., 
electronic, e-mail, hand-delivery, U.S. 
Postal Service, courier). Conformance 
with preparation and submission in-
structions is required and will be 
strictly enforced unless a deviation had 
been approved. NIFA may establish ad-
ditional requirements. NIFA may re-
turn without review applications that 
are not consistent with the RFA in-
structions. 

§ 3430.19 Resubmission of an applica-
tion. 

(a) Previously unfunded applications. 
(1) Applications that are resubmitted 
to a program, after being previously 
submitted but not funded by that pro-
gram, must include the following infor-
mation: 

(i) The NIFA-assigned proposal num-
ber of the previously submitted appli-
cation. 

(ii) Summary of the previous review-
ers’ comments. 

(iii) Explanation of how the previous 
reviewers’ comments or previous panel 
summary have been addressed in the 
current application. 

(2) Resubmitting an application that 
has been revised based on previous re-
viewers’ critiques does not guarantee 
the application will be recommended 
for funding. 

(b) Previously funded applications. (1) 
NIFA competitive programs are gen-
erally not designed to support multiple 
Federal assistance awards activities 
that are essentially repetitive in na-
ture. PDs who have had their projects 
funded previously are discouraged from 
resubmitting relatively identical appli-
cations for further funding. Applica-
tions that are sequential continuations 
or new stages of previously funded 
projects must compete with first-time 
applications, and should thoroughly 
demonstrate how the proposed project 
expands substantially on previously 
funded efforts and promotes innovation 
and creativity beyond the scope of the 
previously funded project. 

(2) An application may be submitted 
only once to NIFA. The submission of 
duplicative or substantially similar ap-
plications concurrently for review by 
more than one program will result in 
the exclusion of the redundant applica-
tions from NIFA consideration. 

§ 3430.20 Acknowledgment of an appli-
cation. 

The receipt of all letters of intent 
and applications will be acknowledged 
by NIFA. Applicants who do not re-
ceive an acknowledgement within a 
certain number of days (as established 
in the RFA, e.g., 15 and 30 days) of the 
submission deadline should contact the 
program contact. Once the application 
has been assigned a proposal number 
by NIFA, that number should be cited 
on all future correspondence. 

§ 3430.21 Confidentiality of applica-
tions and awards. 

(a) General. Names of submitting in-
stitutions and individuals, as well as 
application contents and evaluations, 
will be kept confidential, except to 
those involved in the review process, to 
the extent permissible by law. 
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