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§§1755.31-1755.96

§§1755.31-1755.96 [Reserved]

§1755.97 Telephone standards and
specifications.

(a)(1) Certain material is incor-
porated by reference into this part
with the approval of the Director of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. This
material is available for inspection at
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) and
at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). Contact the
RUS at: 1400 Independence Ave. SW,
Washington, DC, 202-692-0042; email:
comments@usda.gov, Telephone number:
202-692-0042; https://www.rd.usda.gov/re-
sources/regulations/bulletins. For infor-
mation on the availability of this ma-
terial at NARA, email:
fr.inspection@nara.gov, or go to:
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html. The material may be ob-
tained from the following source(s):

(2) To comply with the provisions of
this part, you must follow the require-
ments set out in the RUS tele-
communications bulletins incorporated
by reference. These materials are in-
corporated as they exist on the date of
the approval and notification of any
change in these materials will be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
terms “RUS form”, “RUS standard
form”’, “RUS specification’’, and “RUS
bulletin’ have the same meaning as
the terms “REA form’, “REA stand-
ards form”, “REA specification”, and
“REA bulletin”, respectively, unless
otherwise indicated. For information
on other standards incorporated by ref-
erence into this part see §1755.901.

(b) Rural Utilities Service, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Room 5170-S,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250, hitps:/
www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regula-
tions-guidelines/bulletins.

(1) Bulletin 345-39, RUS specification
for telephone station protectors, Au-
gust 19, 1985.

(2) Bulletin 345-50 PE-60, RUS speci-
fication for trunk carrier systems, Sep-
tember 1979.

(3) Bulletin 3456-54 PE-52, RUS speci-
fication for telephone cable splicing
connectors, December 1971.

(4) Bulletin 345-55 PE-61, RUS speci-
fication for central office loop extend-

7 CFR Ch. XVII (1-1-25 Edition)

ers and loop extender voice frequency
repeater combinations, December 1973.

(5) Bulletin 345-65, PE-65, Specifica-
tion for shield bonding connectors,
March 22, 1985.

(6) Bulletin 345-66 PE-64, RUS speci-
fication for subscriber carrier systems,
September 1979.

(7) Bulletin 345-69 PE-29, RUS speci-
fication for two-wire voice frequency
repeater equipment, January 1978.

(8) Bulletin 345-72 PE-T74, RUS speci-
fication for filled splice closures, Octo-
ber 1985.

(9) Bulletin 345-78 PE-78, RUS speci-
fication for carbon arrester assemblies
for use in protectors, February 1980.

(10) Bulletin 345-180 Form 397a, RUS
specifications for voice frequency re-
peaters and voice frequency repeatered
trunks, January 1963.

(11) Bulletin 345-183 Form 397d, RUS
design specifications for point-to-point
microwave radio systems June 1970.

(12) Bulletin 345-184 Form 397e, RUS
design specifications for mobile and
fixed dial radio telephone equipment
May 1971.

(13) Bulletin 1728F-700, RUS Speci-
fication for Wood Poles, Stubs and An-
chor Logs, April 18, 2022.

(14) Bulletin 1753F-150 Form 5l15a,
Specifications and Drawings for Con-
struction of Direct Buried Plant, Sep-
tember 30, 2010.

(15) Bulletin 1753F-151 Form 515D,
Specifications and Drawings for Con-
struction of Underground Plan, Sep-
tember 12, 2001.

(16) Bulletin 1753F-152 Form 515c,
Specifications and Drawings for Con-
struction of Aerial Plant, September
17, 2001.

(17) Bulletin 1753F-153 Form 515d,
Specifications and Drawings for Serv-
ice Installation at Customer Access Lo-
cations, September 17, 2001.

[84 FR 28201, June 18, 2019, as amended at 86
FR 57022, Oct. 14, 2021; 87 FR 26963, May 6,
2022]

§1755.98 List of telecommunications
specifications included in other 7
CFR parts.

The following specifications are in-
cluded throughout 7 CFR chapter XVII.
These specifications are not incor-
porated by reference elsewhere in the
chapter. The terms “RUS form,” “RUS
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standard form,” “RUS specification,”
and “RUS bulletin” have the same
meaning as the terms ‘“REA form,”
“REA standard form,” “REA specifica-

§1755.200

tion,” and ‘“‘REA Dbulletin,” respec-
tively, unless otherwise indicated. The
list of specifications follows:

Section Issue date Title
(a) 1728.202 ........cceeveueunene 4.18.2022 ... RUS Specification for Quality Control and Inspection of Timber
Products.
(b) [Reserved].

[656 FR 39397, Sept. 27, 1990, as amended at 84
FR 28201, June 18, 2019; 86 FR 57022, Oct. 14,
2021; 87 FR 26963, May 6, 2022]

§§1755.99-1755.199

§1755.200 RUS standard for splicing
copper and fiber optic cables.

(a) Scope. (1) This section describes
approved methods for splicing plastic
insulated copper and fiber optic cables.
Typical applications of these methods
include aerial, buried, and underground
splices.

(2) American National Standard In-
stitute/National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (ANSI/NFPA) 70, 1993 National
Electrical Code (NEC) referenced in
this section is incorporated by ref-
erence by RUS. This incorporation by
reference was approved by the Director
of the Federal Register in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.
A copy of the ANSI/NFPA 1993 NEC
standard is available for inspection
during normal business hours at RUS,
room 2845, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250-1500, or
at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go
to: http://www.archives.gov/fed-
eral_register/code of federal regulations/
ibr_locations.html. Copies are available
from NFPA, Batterymarch Park, Quin-
cy, Massachusetts 02269, telephone
number 1 (800) 344-3555.

(3) American National Standard In-
stitute/Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers, Inc. (ANSI/IEEE),
1993 National Electrical Safety Code
(NESC) referenced in this section is in-
corporated by reference by RUS. This
incorporation by reference was ap-
proved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
5562(a) and 1 CFR part 51. A copy of the
ANSIVIEEE 1993 NESC standard is

[Reserved]

available for inspection during normal
business hours at RUS, room 2845, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250-1500, or at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at
NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go to: http:/
www.archives.gov/federal _register/
code_of federal regulations/
ibr_locations.html. Copies are available
from IEEE Service Center, 455 Hoes
Lane, Piscataway, New Jersey 08854,
telephone number 1 (800) 678-4333.

(b) General. (1) Only Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) accepted filled cable and
splicing materials shall be used on out-
side plant projects financed by RUS.

(2) The installation instructions pro-
vided by the manufacturer of splicing
materials shall be followed except
where those instructions conflict with
the procedures specified in this section.

(3) Precautions shall be taken to pre-
vent the ingress of moisture and other
contaminants during all phases of the
splicing installation. When an
uncompleted splice must be left unat-
tended, it shall be sealed to prevent the
ingress of moisture and other contami-
nants.

(4) Minor sheath damage during con-
struction may be repaired if the repair
is completed immediately and ap-
proved by the Dborrower’s resident
project representative. Minor damage
is typically repaired by:

(1) Scuffing the cable sheath associ-
ated with the damaged area;

(ii) Applying several layers of DR
tape over the scuffed and damaged
area;

(iii) Applying several layers of plas-
tic tape over the DR tape; and

(iv) If damage is severe enough to
rupture the cable shield, a splice clo-
sure shall be installed.
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