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of RUS, would prevent successful im-
plementation, operation, or sustain-
ability of the project; 

(3) Other applications would provide 
more benefit to rural America based on 
a review of the financial and technical 
information submitted in accordance 
with § 1734.25(e). 

(4) Any other aspect of the appli-
cant’s proposal fails to adequately ad-
dress any requirement of this subpart 
or contains inadequacies which would, 
in the opinion of RUS, undermine the 
ability of the project to meet the gen-
eral purpose of this subpart or comply 
with policies of the DLT Program con-
tained in § 1734.2. 

(d) RUS may reduce the amount of 
the applicant’s grant based on insuffi-
cient program funding for the fiscal 
year in which the project is reviewed. 
RUS will discuss its findings infor-
mally with the applicant and make 
every effort to reach a mutually ac-
ceptable agreement with the applicant. 
Any discussions with the applicant and 
agreements made with regard to a re-
duced grant amount will be confirmed 
in writing. 

§ 1734.28 Submission of applications. 

(a) Applications will be accepted as 
announced in the RUS DLT Program 
application guide and/or the RUS DLT 
Program Web site and in the funding 
opportunity posted on www.Grants.gov 
on an annual basis. 

(b) When submitting paper applica-
tions: 

(1) Applications for grants shall be 
submitted to the RUS, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW., STOP 1590, Washington, 
DC 20250–1590. Applications should be 
marked ‘‘Attention: Assistant Admin-
istrator, Telecommunications Pro-
gram’’. 

(2) Applications must be submitted to 
RUS postmarked no later than the ap-
plication filing deadline established by 
the Administrator if the applications 
are to be considered during the period 
for which the application was sub-
mitted. The deadline for submission of 
applications each fiscal year will be an-
nounced in the RUS DLT Program ap-
plication guide and/or the RUS DLT 
Program Web site and in the funding 

opportunity posted on www.Grants.gov 
on an annual basis. 

(3) All applicants must submit an 
original and a digital copy of a com-
pleted application. 

§ 1734.29 Appeals. 
RUS Telecommunications and Elec-

tric Borrowers may appeal the decision 
to reject their application. Any appeal 
must be made, in writing, within 10 
days after the applicant is notified of 
the determination to deny the applica-
tion. Appeals shall be submitted to the 
Administrator, RUS, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave. 
SW., STOP 1590, Washington, DC 20250– 
1590. Thereafter, the Administrator 
will review the appeal to determine 
whether to sustain, reverse, or modify 
the original determination. Final de-
terminations will be made after consid-
eration of all appeals. The Administra-
tor’s determination will be final. A 
copy of the Administrator’s decision 
will be furnished promptly to the appli-
cant. 

Subpart C—Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Combination 
Loan and Grant Program 

§ 1734.30 Use of combination loan and 
grant. 

(a) A combination loan and grant 
may be used by eligible organizations 
as defined in § 1734.4 for distance learn-
ing and telemedicine projects to fi-
nance 100 percent of the cost of ap-
proved purposes contained in § 1734.31 
provided that no financial assistance 
may exceed the maximum amount for 
the year in which the combination loan 
and grant is made published in the 
funding opportunity posted on 
www.grants.gov on an annual basis. 

(b) Applicants must meet the min-
imum eligibility requirement for deter-
mining the extent to which the project 
serves rural areas as determined in 
§ 1734.26(b) 

§ 1734.31 Approved purposes for a 
combination loan and grant. 

The approved purposes for a combina-
tion loan and grant are: 

(a) Acquiring, by lease or purchase, 
eligible equipment or facilities as de-
fined in § 1734.3; 
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