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permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, as required
under §§622.170(a)(1) and 622.170(b)(1),
respectively, that incidentally catches
a smalltooth sawfish must—

(i) Keep the sawfish in the water at
all times;

(ii) If it can be done safely, untangle
the line if it is wrapped around the
saw;

(iii) Cut the line as close to the hook
as possible; and

(iv) Not handle the animal or at-
tempt to remove any hooks on the saw,
except with a long-handled dehooker.

(b) Incorporation by reference. The
standards required in paragraph (a)(1)
of this section are incorporated by ref-
erence into this section with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
CFR part 51. All approved material is
available for inspection at the National
Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast
Regional Office, 263 13th Ave. South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701, phone: 727-
824-5301, website: hitps:/
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/endan-
gered-species-conservation/sea-turtle-and-
smalltooth-sawfish-release-gear-protocols,
and is available from the sources listed
in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of this sec-
tion. It is also available for inspection
at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, email
fedreg.legal@nara.gov or go to
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

(1) U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, National Marine Fish-
eries Service, Southeast Fisheries
Science Center, 75 Virginia Beach
Drive, Miami, FL 33149.

(i) Careful Release Protocols for Sea
Turtle Release with Minimal Injury,
NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS—
SEFSC-735, Stokes, L., and Bergmann,
C. (Editors), 2019.

(ii) [Reserved]

(2) U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, National Marine Fish-
eries Service, Southeast Regional Of-
fice, 263 13th Ave. South, St. Peters-
burg, FL 33701.

§622.181

(i) Sea Turtle Handling/Release
Guidelines: Quick Reference for Hook
and Line Fisheries, English, Spanish,
Vietnamese, Revised April 2019.

(ii) [Reserved]

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 84
FR 67238, Dec. 9, 2019]

§622.180 Prohibited gear and methods.

Also see §622.9 for additional prohib-
ited gear and methods that apply more
broadly to multiple fisheries or in
some cases all fisheries.

(a) Poisons. A poison may not be used
to fish for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ.

(b) Rebreathers and spearfishing gear.
In the South Atlantic EEZ, a person
using a rebreather may not harvest
South Atlantic snapper-grouper with
spearfishing gear. The possession of
such snapper-grouper while in the
water with a rebreather is prima facie
evidence that such fish was harvested
with spearfishing gear while using a re-
breather.

(c) Longlines for wreckfish. A bottom
longline may not be used to fish for
wreckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ.
A person aboard a vessel that has a
longline on board may not retain a
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ. For the purposes of this para-
graph, a vessel is considered to have a
longline on board when a power-oper-
ated longline hauler, a cable of diame-
ter suitable for use in the longline fish-
ery longer than 1.5 mi (2.4 km) on any
reel, and gangions are on board. Re-
moval of any one of these three ele-
ments constitutes removal of a
longline.

§622.181 Prohibited and limited-har-
vest species.

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply
without regard to whether the species
is harvested by a vessel operating
under a commercial vessel permit. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel.

(b) Prohibited species. (1) Goliath
grouper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic EEZ. Goli-
ath grouper taken in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ incidentally by hook-and-line
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