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5 CFR Ch. I (1–1–25 Edition) § 890.202 

Act, Public Law 111–148, as amended by 
the Health Care and Education Rec-
onciliation Act, Public Law 111–152 (the 
Affordable Care Act or the Act), by an 
employee otherwise covered by 5 U.S.C. 
8901(1)(B) and (C) from being considered 
a ‘‘health benefit plan under this chap-
ter’’ for purposes of 5 U.S.C. 8905(b) and 
5 U.S.C. 8906. 

[33 FR 12510, Sept. 4, 1968, as amended at 43 
FR 52460, Nov. 13, 1978; 47 FR 14871, Apr. 6, 
1982; 49 FR 48905, Dec. 17, 1984; 52 FR 10217, 
Mar. 31, 1987; 54 FR 52336, Dec. 21, 1989; 55 FR 
9108, Mar. 12, 1990; 55 FR 22891, June 5, 1990; 
69 FR 31721, June 7, 2004; 75 FR 76616, Dec. 9, 
2010; 78 FR 60656, Oct. 2, 2013; 80 FR 55734, 
Sept. 17, 2015; 83 FR 18401, Apr. 27, 2018] 

§ 890.202 Minimum standards for 
health benefits carriers. 

The minimum standards for health 
benefits carriers for the FEHB Pro-
gram shall be those contained in 48 
CFR subpart 1609.70. 

[57 FR 14324, Apr. 20, 1992] 

§ 890.203 Application for approval of, 
and proposal of amendments to, 
health benefit plans. 

(a) New plan applications. (1) The Di-
rector of OPM shall consider applica-
tions to participate in the FEHB Pro-
gram from comprehensive medical 
plans (CMP’s) at his or her discretion. 
CMP’s are automatically invited to 
submit applications annually to par-
ticipate in the FEHB Program unless 
otherwise notified by OPM. If the Di-
rector should determine that it is not 
beneficial to the enrollees and the Pro-
gram to consider applications for a spe-
cific contract year, OPM will publish a 
notice with a 60 day comment period in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER no less than 7 
months prior to the date applications 
would be due for the specific contract 
year for which applications will not be 
accepted. 

(2) When applications are considered, 
CMP’s should apply for approval by 
writing to the Office of Personnel Man-
agement, Washington, DC 20415. Appli-
cation letters must be accompanied by 
any descriptive material, financial 
data, or other documentation required 
by OPM. Plans must submit the letter 
and attachments in the OPM-specified 
format by January 31, or another date 
specified by OPM, of the year preceding 

the contract year for which applica-
tions are being accepted. Plans must 
submit evidence demonstrating they 
meet all requirements for approval by 
March 31 of the year preceding the con-
tract year for which applications are 
being accepted. Plans that miss either 
deadline cannot be considered for par-
ticipation in the next contract year. 
All newly approved plans must submit 
benefit and rate proposals to OPM by 
May 31 of the year preceding the con-
tract year for which applications are 
being accepted in order to be consid-
ered for participation in that contract 
year. OPM may make counter-pro-
posals at any time. 

(3) OPM may approve such com-
prehensive medical plans as, in the 
judgment of OPM, may be in the best 
interest of enrollees in the Program. In 
addition to specific requirements set 
forth in 5 U.S.C. chapter 89, in chapter 
1 and other relevant portions of title 48 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, and 
in other sections of this part, to be ap-
proved, an applicant plan must actu-
ally be delivering medical care at the 
time of application; must be in compli-
ance with applicable State licensing 
and operating requirements; must not 
be a Federal, State, local, or territorial 
governmental entity; and must not be 
debarred, suspended, or ineligible to 
participate in Government contracting 
or subcontracting for any reason, in-
cluding fraudulent health care prac-
tices in other Federal health care pro-
grams. 

(4) Applications must identify those 
individuals who have the legal author-
ity and responsibility to enter into and 
guarantee contracts. The applications 
will be reviewed for evidence of sub-
stantial compliance with the following 
standards: 

(i) Health plan management: Stable 
management with experience pertinent 
to the prepaid health care provider in-
dustry; sufficient operating experience 
to enable OPM to realistically evaluate 
the plan’s past and expected future per-
formance; 

(ii) Marketing: A rate of enrollment 
that ensures equalization of income 
and expenses within projected time-
frames and sufficient subscriber in-
come to operate within budget there-
after; enrollment dispersed among 
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