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(2) Create and distribute public no-
tices; 

(3) Coordinate public hearings and 
meetings as required; 

(4) Submit all environmental docu-
ments created pursuant to this part to 
the Commission for review and ap-
proval before public distribution; 

(5) Participate in all Commission- 
conducted hearings or meetings; 

(6) Consult with the Commission 
prior to obtaining the services of an en-
vironmental consultant; in the case 
that an EIS is required, the consultant 
or contractor will be selected by the 
Commission; and 

(7) Implement mitigation measures 
included as voluntary commitments by 
the applicant or as requirements of the 
applicant in environmental documents. 

§ 900.106 Denali Commission responsi-
bility. 

(a) The Federal Co-Chair or his/her 
designee shall designate an Approving 
Official for each Commission proposal, 
and shall provide environmental guid-
ance to the Approving Official; 

(b) The Approving Official shall pro-
vide direction and guidance to the ap-
plicant as well as identification and de-
velopment of required analyses and 
documentation; 

(c) The Approving Official shall make 
an independent evaluation of the envi-
ronmental issues, take responsibility 
for the scope and content of the envi-
ronmental document (EA or EIS), and 
make the environmental finding; 

(d) The Approving Official shall en-
sure mitigation measures included in 
environmental documents are imple-
mented; and 

(e) The Approving official shall be re-
sponsible for coordinating communica-
tions with cooperating agencies and 
other federal agencies. 

§ 900.107 Role of lead and cooperating 
agencies. 

In accordance with § 900.104, the Com-
mission may defer the lead agency role 
to other federal agencies in accordance 
with 40 CFR 1501.5, and the Commission 
will then exercise its role as either a 
joint lead or a cooperating agency in 
accordance with 40 CFR 1501.6. 

§ 900.108 Public involvement. 

(a) When public involvement is re-
quired pursuant to subparts C and D of 
this part, interested persons and the af-
fected public shall be provided notice 
of the availability of environmental 
documents, NEPA-related hearings, 
and public meetings. Such notice will 
be made on the Commission Web site 
and other means such that the commu-
nity is notified (e.g., community post-
ings, newspaper, radio or television). 

(b) Applicants shall assist the Com-
mission in providing the opportunity 
for public participation and consid-
ering the public comments on the pro-
posal as described in subparts C and D 
of this part. 

(c) Interested persons can obtain in-
formation or status reports on EISs 
and other elements of the NEPA proc-
ess from the Commission’s office at 510 
L Street, Suite 410; Anchorage, Alaska 
99501; or on the Commission Web site at 
http://www.denali.gov. Telephone: (907) 
271–1414. The Commission will provide 
hard copies of NEPA documents to gov-
ernmental and/or tribal entities in the 
affected communities. 

(d) In the interests of national secu-
rity or the public health, safety, or 
welfare, the Commission may reduce 
any time periods that the Commission 
has established and that are not re-
quired by the CEQ Regulations. The 
Commission shall publish a notice on 
the Web site at http://www.denali.gov 
and notify interested parties (see 40 
CFR 1506.6) specifying the revised time 
periods for the proposed action and the 
rationale for the reduction. 

Subpart B—Environmental Review 
Procedures 

§ 900.201 Environmental review proc-
ess. 

(a) General. The environmental re-
view process is the investigation of po-
tential environmental impacts to de-
termine the environmental process to 
be followed and to assist in the prepa-
ration of the environmental document. 

(b) Early coordination. Applicants will 
contact the Commission and work with 
the Approving Official to begin the en-
vironmental review process as soon as 
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Denali Commission assistance is pro-
jected. Environmental issues shall be 
identified and considered early in the 
proposal planning process. A system-
atic, interdisciplinary approach that 
includes community involvement and 
intergovernmental coordination to ex-
pand the potential sources of informa-
tion and identify areas of concern will 
be used. Environmental permits and 
other forms of approval, concurrence, 
or consultation may be required. The 
planning process shall include permit-
ting and other review processes to en-
sure that necessary information will be 
collected and provided to permitting 
and reviewing agencies in a timely 
manner. 

§ 900.202 Emergency actions. 
(a) General. Emergency cir-

cumstances may require immediate ac-
tions that preclude following standard 
NEPA processes. The Council shall 
limit alternative arrangements to 
those actions that are necessary to 
control the immediate impacts of the 
emergency. In the event of emergency 
circumstances, the Approving Official 
should coordinate with the Federal Co- 
Chair as soon as practicable. Imme-
diate emergency actions necessary to 
protect the lives and safety of the pub-
lic or prevent adverse impacts to eco-
logical resources and functions should 
never be delayed in order to comply 
with these NEPA procedures. Alter-
native arrangements for NEPA compli-
ance are permitted for emergency ac-
tions pursuant to paragraphs (b) 
through (d) of this section. 

(b) Categorical exclusion (CATEX). 
When emergency circumstances make 
it necessary to determine whether an 
extraordinary circumstance would pre-
clude the use of a CATEX, the Approv-
ing Official shall make the determina-
tion as soon as practicable. If an ex-
traordinary circumstance exists, the 
Approving Official shall comply with 
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section, 
as applicable. 

(c) Environmental assessment (EA). 
When emergency circumstances make 
it necessary to take an action that re-
quires an EA before the EA can be com-
pleted, the Approving Official will con-
sult with the Federal Co-Chair to de-
velop alternative arrangements to 

meet the requirements of these NEPA 
implementing procedures and CEQ 
Regulations pertaining to EAs. Alter-
native arrangements should focus on 
minimizing adverse environmental im-
pacts of the proposed action and the 
emergency. To the maximum extent 
practicable, these alternative arrange-
ments should include the content, 
interagency coordination, and public 
notification and involvement that 
would normally be undertaken for an 
EA for the action at issue and cannot 
alter the requirements of the CEQ Reg-
ulations at 40 CFR 1508.9(a)(1) and (b). 
The Federal Co-Chair may grant an al-
ternative arrangement. Any alter-
native arrangement shall be docu-
mented. The Federal Co-Chair will in-
form CEQ of the alternative arrange-
ments at the earliest opportunity. 

(d) Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). Where emergency circumstances 
make it necessary to take actions with 
significant environmental impacts 
without observing other provisions of 
these NEPA implementing procedures 
and the CEQ Regulations (see 40 CFR 
1506.11) the Federal Co-Chair may con-
sult with CEQ about alternative ar-
rangements for implementation of 
NEPA. In these situations, the Com-
mission may reduce processing times 
or, if the emergency situation war-
rants, abbreviate its preparation and 
processing of EISs. Any request for al-
ternative arrangements must be sub-
mitted by the Federal Co-Chair to CEQ 
and notice of a potential request 
should be provided to CEQ at the ear-
liest opportunity. For projects under-
taken by an applicant, the Approving 
Official will inform the Federal Co- 
Chair about the emergency. The Fed-
eral Co-Chair will consult CEQ request-
ing the alternative arrangements for 
complying with NEPA. 

§ 900.203 Determination of federal ac-
tions. 

(a) The Commission shall determine 
whether any Commission proposal: 

(1) Is categorically excluded from 
preparation of either an EA or an EIS; 

(2) Requires preparation of an EA; or 
(3) Requires preparation of an EIS. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this part, the Commission may 
prepare a NEPA document to assist 
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