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of study which constitutes a full-time
academic workload, as determined by
the school, leading to a degree speci-
fied in paragraph (c) of this section.

(f) Academic year means the tradi-
tional, approximately 9-month Sep-
tember to June annual session. For the
purpose of computing academic year
equivalents for students who, during a
12-month period, attend for a longer pe-
riod than the traditional academic
year, the academic year will be consid-
ered to be of 9 months’ duration.

(g) National of the United States means
(1) a citizen of the United States or (2)
a person who, though not a citizen of
the United States, owes permanent al-
legiance to the United States (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(22)).

(h) Professional training means the
course of study leading to the degree of
doctor of medicine or doctor of osteop-
athy, plus a period, not to exceed a
total of four years, of internship and
residency training.

(i) Low-income background as applied
to any individual means that the indi-
vidual comes from a family with an an-
nual income below low-income levels
developed pursuant to §57.605(c).

(j) The practice of primary care means
the provision of health services charac-
terized by the delivery of first contact
medicine, the assumption of longitu-
dinal responsibility for the patient re-
gardless of the presence or absence of
disease, and the integration of the
physical, psychological and social as-
pects of health care to the limits of the
capability of the practitioner. For pur-
poses of this section, primary care
shall include the fields of general prac-
tice, family practice, general internal
medicine, general pediatrics, and gen-
eral obstetrics and gynecology.

(k) Migratory agricultural worker
means a domestic agricultural migra-
tory worker as defined in §56.102(d).

(1) Physician shortage area means an
area designated by the Secretary pur-
suant to §57.216(a)(b) as an area having
a need for and shortage of physicians.

§57.2203 Eligibility.

To be eligible for a scholarship grant
under this subpart, the applicant must:
(a) Be a national of the United States
or a permanent resident of the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands or a

§57.2205

lawful permanent resident of the
United States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands or Guam;

(b) Be a full-time student in a school
located in the United States, the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, the Canal
Zone, American Samoa or Guam; and

(c) Agree to engage in the full-time
practice of primary care as defined in
§57.2202(j) in accord with conditions
specified in §57.2209.

§57.2204 Application.

Each eligible applicant desiring a
scholarship grant under this subpart
shall submit an application at such
time and in such form as the Secretary
may prescribe.

§57.2205 Priority for selection of
scholarship recipients.

(a) When funds determined by the
Secretary to be available for scholar-
ship grants under this subpart are in-
sufficient to permit the awarding of
scholarships to all individuals applying
therefor, the Secretary shall accord
priority to eligible applicants as fol-
lows:

(1) First priority for scholarship
grants shall be accorded to applicants
who (i) are from a low-income back-
ground as defined in §57.2202 (i), (ii) re-
side in a physician shortage area and
(iii) agree to return to such area and
engage in the full-time practice of pri-
mary care. For purposes of this para-
graph, an individual resides in a physi-
cian shortage area if he presently is re-
siding in such an area or if he (or his
parents) resided in such an area in the
year prior to his admission to an insti-
tution of higher education.

(2) Second priority shall be accorded
to applicants meeting the criteria in
paragraphs (a)(1) (ii) and (iii) of this
section.

(3) Third priority shall be accorded to
applicants meeting the criterion in
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section.

(4) Fourth priority shall be accorded
to other applicants.

(b) Where there are insufficient funds
available to make scholarship grants
to all members of any single priority
grouping enumerated in paragraph (a)
of this section, the following criteria
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