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§170.509

(3) The handler employer must en-
sure that contaminated personal pro-
tective equipment is Kkept separate
from non-contaminated personal pro-
tective equipment, other clothing or
laundry and washed separately from
any other clothing or laundry.

(4) The handler employer must en-
sure that all washed personal protec-
tive equipment is dried thoroughly be-
fore being stored or reused.

(5) The handler employer must en-
sure that all clean personal protective
equipment is stored separately from
personal clothing and apart from pes-
ticide-contaminated areas.

(6) The handler employer must en-
sure that when filtering facepiece res-
pirators are used, they are replaced
when one of the following conditions is
met:

(i) When breathing resistance be-
comes excessive.

(ii) When the filter element has phys-
ical damage or tears.

(iii) According to manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations or pesticide product la-
beling, whichever is more frequent.

(iv) In the absence of any other in-
structions or indications of service life,
at the end of eight hours of cumulative
use.

(7) The handler employer must en-
sure that when gas- or vapor-removing
respirators are used, the gas- or vapor-
removing canisters or cartridges are
replaced before further respirator use
when one of the following conditions is
met:

(i) At the first indication of odor,
taste, or irritation.

(ii) When the maximum use time is
reached as determined by a change
schedule conforming to the provisions
of 29 CFR 1910.134(d)(3)(iii)(B)(2).

(iii) When breathing resistance be-
comes excessive.

(iv) When required according to man-
ufacturer’s recommendations or pes-
ticide product labeling instructions,
whichever is more frequent.

(v) In the absence of any other in-
structions or indications of service life,
at the end of eight hours of cumulative
use.

(8) The handler employer must in-
form any person who cleans or launders
personal protective equipment of all
the following:
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(i) That such equipment may be con-
taminated with pesticides and there
are potentially harmful effects from
exposure to pesticides.

(ii) The correct way(s) to clean per-
sonal protective equipment and how to
protect themselves when handling such
equipment.

(iii) Proper decontamination proce-
dures that should be followed after
handling contaminated personal pro-
tective equipment.

(9) The handler employer must en-
sure that handlers have a place(s) away
from pesticide storage and pesticide
use areas where they may do all of the
following:

(i) Store personal clothing not worn
during handling activities.

(ii) Put on personal protective equip-
ment at the start of any exposure pe-
riod.

(iii) Remove personal protective
equipment at the end of any exposure
period.

(10) The handler employer must not
allow or direct any handler to wear
home or to take home employer-pro-
vided personal protective equipment
contaminated with pesticides.

(e) Heat-related illness. Where a pes-
ticide’s labeling requires the use of per-
sonal protective equipment for a han-
dler activity, the handler employer
must take appropriate measures to pre-
vent heat-related illness.

§170.509 Decontamination and eye
flushing supplies for handlers.

(a) Requirement. The handler em-
ployer must provide decontamination
and eye flushing supplies in accordance
with this section for any handler that
is performing any handler activity or
removing personal protective equip-
ment at the place for changing re-
quired by §170.507(d)(9).

(b) General conditions. The decon-
tamination supplies required in para-
graph (a) of this section must include:
at least three gallons of water per han-
dler at the beginning of each handler’s
work period for routine washing and
potential emergency decontamination;
soap; single-use towels; and clean
clothing for use in an emergency. The
decontamination and eye flushing sup-
plies required in paragraph (a) of this
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section must meet all of the following
requirements:

(1) Water. At all times when this sec-
tion requires handler employers to
make water available to handlers for
routine washing, emergency decon-
tamination or eye flushing, the handler
employer must ensure that it is of a
quality and temperature that will not
cause illness or injury when it contacts
the skin or eyes or if it is swallowed. If
a water source is used for mixing pes-
ticides, it must not be used for decon-
tamination or eye flushing supplies,
unless equipped with properly func-
tioning valves or other mechanisms
that prevent contamination of the
water with pesticides, such as anti-
backflow siphons, one-way or check
valves, or an air gap sufficient to pre-
vent contamination.

(2) Soap and single-use towels. The
handler employer must provide soap
and single-use towels for drying in
quantities sufficient to meet the han-
dlers’ needs. Hand sanitizing gels and
liquids or wet towelettes do not meet
the requirement for soap. Wet
towelettes do not meet the require-
ment for single-use towels.

(3) Clean change of clothing. The han-
dler employer must provide one clean
change of clothing, such as coveralls,
for use in an emergency.

(c) Location. The decontamination
supplies must be located together out-
side any treated area or area subject to
a restricted-entry interval, and must
be reasonably accessible to each han-
dler during the handler activity. The
decontamination supplies must not be
more than 1/4 mile from the handler,
except that where the handler activity
is more than 1/4 mile from the nearest
place of vehicular access or more than
1/4 mile from any non-treated area, the
decontamination supplies may be at
the nearest place of vehicular access
outside any treated area or area sub-
ject to a restricted-entry interval.

(1) Mizing sites. Decontamination sup-
plies must be provided at any mixing
site.

(2) Exception for pilots. Decontamina-
tion supplies for a pilot who is applying
pesticides aerially must be in the air-
craft or at the aircraft loading site.

(3) Exception for treated areas. The de-
contamination supplies must be out-

§170.601

side any treated area or area subject to
a restricted-entry interval, unless the
soap, single-use towels, water and
clean change of clothing are protected
from pesticide contamination in closed
containers.

(d) Emergency eye-flushing. (1) When-
ever a handler is mixing or loading a
pesticide product whose labeling re-
quires protective eyewear for handlers,
or is mixing or loading any pesticide
using a closed system operating under
pressure, the handler employer must
provide at each mixing/loading site im-
mediately available to the handler, at
least one system that is capable of de-
livering gently running water at a rate
of least 0.4 gallons per minute for at
least 15 minutes, or at least six gallons
of water in containers suitable for pro-
viding a gentle eye-flush for about 15
minutes.

(2) Whenever a handler is applying a
pesticide product whose labeling re-
quires protective eyewear for handlers,
the handler employer must provide at
least one pint of water per handler in
portable containers that are imme-
diately available to each handler.

Subpart G—Exemptions,
Exceptions and Equivalency

SOURCE: 80 FR 67570, Nov. 2, 2015, unless
otherwise noted.

§170.601 Exemptions.

(a) Exemption for owners of agricultural
establishments and their immediate fami-
lies. (1) On any agricultural establish-
ment where a majority of the estab-
lishment is owned by one or more
members of the same immediate fam-
ily, the owner(s) of the establishment
(and, where specified in the following,
certain handlers) are not required to
provide the protections of the following
provisions to themselves or members of
their immediate family when they are
performing handling activities or tasks
related to the production of agricul-
tural plants that would otherwise be
covered by this part on their own agri-
cultural establishment.

(i) Section 170.309(c).

(ii) Section 170.309(f) through (j).

(iii) Section 170.311.

(iv) Section 170.401.

(v) Section 170.403.

367



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-11-05T14:34:08-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




