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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.621 

[80 FR 50436, Aug. 19, 2015, as amended at 85 
FR 73892, Nov. 19, 2020] 

Subpart BB—National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants from Phosphate Fer-
tilizers Production Plants 

SOURCE: 80 FR 50450, Aug. 19, 2015, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 63.620 Applicability. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(c) and (d) of this section, you are sub-
ject to the requirements of this subpart 
if you own or operate a phosphate fer-
tilizer production plant that is a major 
source as defined in § 63.2. You must 
comply with the emission limitations, 
work practice standards, and operating 
parameter requirements specified in 
this subpart at all times. 

(b) The requirements of this subpart 
apply to emissions of hazardous air pol-
lutants (HAP) emitted from the fol-
lowing affected sources at a phosphate 
fertilizer production plant: 

(1) Each phosphate fertilizer process 
line (e.g., diammonium and/or 
monoammonium phosphate process 
line). 

(2) Each granular triple superphos-
phate process line. 

(3) Each granular triple superphos-
phate storage building. 

(4) Evaporative cooling tower. 
(c) The requirements of this subpart 

do not apply to a phosphate fertilizer 
production plant that is an area source 
as defined in § 63.2. 

(d) The provisions of this subpart do 
not apply to research and development 
facilities as defined in § 63.621. 

§ 63.621 Definitions. 
Terms used in this subpart are de-

fined in § 63.2 of the Clean Air Act and 
in this section as follows: 

Diammonium and/or monoammonium 
phosphate process line means any proc-
ess line manufacturing granular 
diammonium and/or monoammonium 
phosphate by reacting ammonia with 
phosphoric acid that has been derived 
from or manufactured by reacting 
phosphate rock and acid. A 
diammonium and/or monoammonium 
phosphate process line includes: Reac-

tors, granulators, dryers, coolers, 
screens, and mills. 

Equivalent P2O5 feed means the quan-
tity of phosphorus, expressed as phos-
phorus pentoxide (P2O5), fed to the 
process. 

Equivalent P2O5 stored means the 
quantity of phosphorus, expressed as 
phosphorus pentoxide, being cured or 
stored in the affected facility. 

Evaporative cooling tower means an 
open-water, re-circulating device that 
uses fans or natural draft to draw or 
force ambient air through the device to 
remove heat from process water by di-
rect contact. 

Exceedance means a departure from 
an indicator range established for mon-
itoring under this subpart, consistent 
with any averaging period specified for 
averaging the results of the moni-
toring. 

Existing source depends on the date 
that construction or reconstruction of 
an affected source commenced. A phos-
phate fertilizer process line (e.g., 
diammonium and/or monoammonium 
phosphate process line), granular triple 
superphosphate process line, or granu-
lar triple superphosphate storage is an 
existing source if construction or re-
construction of the affected source 
commenced on or before December 27, 
1996. 

Fresh granular triple superphosphate 
means granular triple superphosphate 
produced within the preceding 72 hours. 

Granular triple superphosphate process 
line means any process line, not includ-
ing storage buildings, that manufac-
tures granular triple superphosphate 
by reacting phosphate rock with phos-
phoric acid. A granular triple super-
phosphate process line includes: mix-
ers, curing belts (dens), reactors, 
granulators, dryers, coolers, screens, 
and mills. 

Granular triple superphosphate storage 
building means any building curing or 
storing fresh granular triple superphos-
phate. A granular triple superphos-
phate storage building includes: stor-
age or curing buildings, conveyors, ele-
vators, screens, and mills. 

New source depends on the date that 
construction or reconstruction of an 
affected source commences. A phos-
phate fertilizer process line (e.g., 
diammonium and/or monoammonium 
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phosphate process line), granular triple 
superphosphate process line, or granu-
lar triple superphosphate storage is a 
new source if construction or recon-
struction of the affected source com-
menced after December 27, 1996. 

Phosphate fertilizer process line means 
any process line that manufactures a 
granular phosphate fertilizer by react-
ing phosphoric acid with ammonia. A 
phosphate fertilizer process line in-
cludes: reactors, granulators, dryers, 
coolers, screens, and mills. 

Phosphate fertilizer production plant 
means any production plant that man-
ufactures a granular phosphate fer-
tilizer by reacting phosphoric acid with 
ammonia. 

Research and development facility 
means research or laboratory oper-
ations whose primary purpose is to 
conduct research and development into 
new processes and products, where the 
operations are under the close super-
vision of technically trained personnel, 
and where the facility is not engaged in 
the manufacture of products for com-
mercial sale in commerce or other off- 
site distribution, except in a de mini-
mis manner. 

Shutdown commences when feed ma-
terials cease to be added to an affected 
source and ends when the affected 
source is deactivated, regardless of 
whether feed material is present in the 
affected source. 

Startup commences when any feed 
material is first introduced into an af-
fected source and ends when feed mate-
rial is fully loaded into the affected 
source. 

Total fluorides means elemental fluo-
rine and all fluoride compounds, in-
cluding the HAP hydrogen fluoride, as 
measured by reference methods speci-
fied in 40 CFR part 60, appendix A, 
Method 13 A or B, or by equivalent or 
alternative methods approved by the 
Administrator pursuant to § 63.7(f). 

§ 63.622 Standards and compliance 
dates. 

(a) On and after the dates specified in 
paragraphs (a)(1) through (3) of this 
section, for each phosphate fertilizer 
process line (e.g., diammonium and/or 
monoammonium phosphate process 
line), granular triple superphosphate 
process line, and granular triple super-

phosphate storage building, you must 
comply with the emission limits as 
specified in paragraphs (a)(1) through 
(3) of this section. If a process line con-
tains more than one emission point, 
you must sum the emissions from all 
emission points in a process line to de-
termine compliance with the specified 
emission limits. 

(1) For each existing phosphate fer-
tilizer process line (e.g., diammonium 
and/or monoammonium phosphate 
process line), granular triple super-
phosphate process line, and granular 
triple superphosphate storage building 
that commenced construction or recon-
struction on or before December 27, 
1996, you must comply with the emis-
sion limits specified in Table 1 to this 
subpart beginning on June 10, 2002. 

(2) For each new phosphate fertilizer 
process line (e.g., diammonium and/or 
monoammonium phosphate process 
line), granular triple superphosphate 
process line, and granular triple super-
phosphate storage building that com-
mences construction or reconstruction 
after December 27, 1996 and on or before 
August 19, 2015, you must comply with 
the emission limits specified in Table 2 
to this subpart beginning on June 10, 
1999 or at startup, whichever is later. 

(3) For each new phosphate fertilizer 
process line (e.g., diammonium and/or 
monoammonium phosphate process 
line), granular triple superphosphate 
process line, and granular triple super-
phosphate storage building that com-
mences construction or reconstruction 
after August 19, 2015, you must comply 
with the emission limits specified in 
Table 2 to this subpart immediately 
upon startup. 

(b) Beginning on June 10, 2002, you 
must not ship fresh granular triple 
superphosphate from your existing 
granular triple superphosphate storage 
building that commenced construction 
or reconstruction on or before Decem-
ber 27, 1996. Beginning on June 10, 1999 
or at startup, whichever is later, you 
must not ship fresh granular triple 
superphosphate from your new granu-
lar triple superphosphate storage build-
ing that commences construction or re-
construction after December 27, 1996. 

(c) Beginning on August 19, 2015, you 
must not introduce into any evapo-
rative cooling tower any liquid effluent 
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