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voluntary license or its underlying
grant of authority:

(A) The mechanical licensing collec-
tive shall, as needed and on an ongoing
basis, invoice any applicable digital
music provider for the royalties associ-
ated with the dispute.

(B) The mechanical licensing collec-
tive shall hold such royalties in the
same manner and at the same interest
rate as any other funds held pursuant
to 17 U.S.C. 115(d)(3)(H)(ii).

(C) Where the resolution of the dis-
pute results in payment being made by
the mechanical licensing collective
pursuant to a blanket license, the pay-
ment must include any accrued inter-
est. Where the resolution of the dispute
results in a digital music provider pay-
ing a voluntary licensor, the mechan-
ical licensing collective must promptly
return the held amount, including any
accrued interest, to the digital music
provider accompanied by notice that
the dispute has been resolved in such
manner.

(4) The minimum information that
must be delivered to the mechanical 1i-
censing collective to substantiate a
termination-related dispute shall con-
sist of the following:

(i) A cognizable explanation of the
grounds for the dispute, articulated
with specificity.

(ii) Documentation sufficient to sup-
port the grounds for the dispute, which
shall consist of the following:

(A) A true, correct, complete, and
legible copy of each grant in dispute.

(B) A true, correct, complete, and
legible copy of any other agreement or
document necessary to support the
grounds for the dispute.

(C) Such other documentation or sub-
stantiating information as the mechan-
ical licensing collective may reason-
ably require pursuant to a dispute pol-
icy adopted under 17 U.S.C. 115(d)(3)(K).

(iii) A satisfactory identification of
each musical work in dispute.

(iv) A certification that the sub-
mitter has appropriate authority to
initiate the dispute with the mechan-
ical licensing collective and that all in-
formation submitted in connection
with the dispute is true, accurate, and
complete to the best of the submitter’s
knowledge, information, and belief,
and is provided in good faith.
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(v) The following additional informa-
tion if the dispute concerns the appli-
cation of the derivative works excep-
tion to a particular voluntary license
or its underlying grant of authority:

(A) A true, correct, complete, and
legible copy of each voluntary license
at issue.

(B) A satisfactory identification of
each relevant sound recording that
constitutes a derivative work within
the meaning of 17 U.S.C. 101 that was
prepared pursuant to appropriate au-
thority.

(C) The date of preparation for each
such sound recording, which must be
before the effective date of termi-
nation.

(5) Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary that may be contained in
§210.34, any and all documentation pro-
vided to the mechanical licensing col-
lective pursuant to paragraph (e)(4) of
this section shall be disclosed to all
parties to the dispute. If a party to the
dispute is not a party or successor to a
party to an otherwise confidential doc-
ument, such disclosure shall be subject
to an appropriate written confiden-
tiality agreement.

(6) Any dispute initiated with the
mechanical licensing collective under
this paragraph (e) shall be limited to
those musical works identified pursu-
ant to paragraph (e)(4)(iii) of this sec-
tion. The existence of such a dispute
shall not affect the implementation of
a change with respect to any other mu-
sical work identified in the same no-
tice of change and that is not subject
to a dispute.

[89 FR 56614, July 9, 2024]

§210.31 Musical works database infor-
mation.

(a) General. This section prescribes
the rules under which the mechanical
licensing collective will provide infor-
mation relating to musical works (and
shares of such works), and sound re-
cordings in which the musical works
are embodied, in the public musical
works database prescribed by 17 U.S.C.
115(d)(3)(E), and to increase usability of
the database.

(b) Matched musical works. With re-
spect to musical works (or shares
thereof) where the copyright owners
have been identified and located, the
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musical works database shall contain,
at a minimum, the following:

(1) Information regarding the musical
work:

(i) Musical work title(s);

(ii) The copyright owner of the musi-
cal work (or share thereof), and the
ownership percentage of that owner.
The copyright owner of the musical
work owns any one of the exclusive
rights comprised in the copyright for
that work. A copyright owner includes
entities, including foreign collective
management organizations (CMOs), to
which copyright ownership has been
transferred through an assignment,
mortgage, exclusive license, or any
other conveyance, alienation, or
hypothecation of a copyright or of any
of the exclusive rights comprised in a
copyright, whether or not it is limited
in time or place of effect, but not in-
cluding a nonexclusive license;

(iii) Contact information for the
copyright owner of the musical work
(or share thereof), which can be a post
office box or similar designation, or a
“‘care of”’ address (e.g., publisher);

(iv) The mechanical licensing collec-
tive’s standard identifier for the musi-
cal work; and

(v) To the extent reasonably avail-
able to the mechanical licensing collec-
tive:

(A) Any alternative or parenthetical
titles for the musical work;

(B) ISWC;

(C) Songwriter(s), with the mechan-
ical licensing collective having the dis-
cretion to allow songwriters, or their
authorized representatives, to have
songwriter information listed anony-
mously or pseudonymously. The me-
chanical licensing collective shall de-
velop and make publicly available a
policy on how the collective will con-
sider requests by copyright owners or
administrators to change songwriter
names to be listed anonymously or
pseudonymously for matched musical
works;

(D) Administrator(s) or other author-
ized entity(ies) who license the musical
work (or share thereof) and/or collect
mechanical royalties for use of such
musical work (or share thereof) in the
United States;

§210.31

(E) ISNI(s) and/or IPI(s) for each mu-
sical work copyright owner, and, if dif-
ferent, songwriter, and administrator;

(F) Unique identifier(s) assigned by
the blanket licensee, if reported by the
blanket licensee; and

(G) For classical compositions, opus
and catalog numbers.

(2) Information regarding the sound
recording(s) in which the musical work
is embodied, to the extent reasonably
available to the mechanical licensing
collective:

(1) ISRC;

(ii) Sound recording name(s), includ-
ing all known alternative and par-
enthetical titles for the sound record-
1ng;

(iii) Information related to the sound
recording copyright owner, including
LabelName and PLine. Should the me-
chanical licensing collective decide to
include DDEX Party Identifier (DPID)
in the public database, the DPID par-
ty’s name may be included, but not the
numerical identifier;

(iv) Featured artist(s);

(v) Playing time;

(vi) Version;

(vii) Release date(s);

(viii) Producer;

(ix) UPC; and

(x) Other non-confidential informa-
tion that the MLC reasonably believes,
based on common usage, would be use-
ful to assist in associating sound re-
cordings with musical works.

(c) Unmatched musical works. With re-
spect to musical works (or shares
thereof) where the copyright owners
have not been identified or located, the
musical works database shall include,
to the extent reasonably available to
the mechanical licensing collective:

(1) Information regarding the musical
work:

(i) Musical work title(s), including
any alternative or parenthetical titles
for the musical work;

(ii) The ownership percentage of the
musical work for which an owner has
not been identified;

(iii) If a musical work copyright
owner has been identified but not lo-
cated, the identity of such owner and
the ownership percentage of that
owner. The copyright owner of the mu-
sical work owns any one of the exclu-
sive rights comprised in the copyright
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for that work. A copyright owner in-
cludes entities, including foreign col-
lective management organizations
(CMOs), to which copyright ownership
has been transferred through an assign-
ment, mortgage, exclusive license, or
any other conveyance, alienation, or
hypothecation of a copyright or of any
of the exclusive rights comprised in a
copyright, whether or not it is limited
in time or place of effect, but not in-
cluding a nonexclusive license;

(iv) The mechanical licensing collec-
tive’s standard identifier for the musi-
cal work;

(v) ISWC;

(vi) Songwriter(s), with the mechan-
ical licensing collective having the dis-
cretion to allow songwriters, or their
authorized representatives, to have
songwriter information listed anony-
mously or pseudonymously. The me-
chanical licensing collective shall de-
velop and make publicly available a
policy on how the collective will con-
sider requests by copyright owners or
administrators to change songwriter
names to be listed anonymously or
pseudonymously for unmatched musi-
cal works;

(vii) Administrator(s) or other au-
thorized entity(ies) who license the
musical work (or share thereof) and/or
collect mechanical royalties for use of
such musical work (or share thereof) in
the United States;

(viii) ISNI(s) and/or IPI(s) for each
musical work copyright owner, and, if
different, songwriter and adminis-
trator;

(ix) Unique identifier(s) assigned by
the blanket licensee, if reported by the
blanket licensee; and

(x) For classical compositions, opus
and catalog numbers.

(2) Information regarding the sound
recording(s) in which the musical work
is embodied:

(i) ISRC;

(ii) Sound recording name(s), includ-
ing all known alternative and par-
enthetical titles for the sound record-
1ng;

(iii) Information related to the sound
recording copyright owner, including
LabelName and PLine. Should the me-
chanical licensing collective decide to
include DDEX Party Identifier (DPID)
in the public database, the DPID par-
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ty’s name may be included, but not the
numerical identifier;

(iv) Featured artist(s);

(v) Playing time;

(vi) Version;

(vii) Release date(s);

(viii) Producer;

(ix) UPC; and

(x) Other non-confidential informa-
tion that the MLC reasonably believes,
based on common usage, would be use-
ful to assist in associating sound re-
cordings with musical works, and any
additional mnon-confidential informa-
tion reported to the mechanical licens-
ing collective that may assist in iden-
tifying musical works.

(d) Field labeling. The mechanical 1i-
censing collective shall consider indus-
try practices when labeling fields in
the public database to reduce the like-
lihood of user confusion, particularly
regarding information relating to
sound recording copyright owner.
Fields displaying PLine, LabelName,
or, if applicable, DPID, information
may not on their own be labeled
‘“‘sound recording copyright owner.”’

(e) Data provenance. For information
relating to sound recordings, the me-
chanical licensing collective shall iden-
tify the source of such information in
the public musical works database. For
sound recording information received
from a digital music provider, the MLC
shall include the name of the digital
music provider.

(f) Historical data. The mechanical 1i-
censing collective shall maintain at
regular intervals historical records of
the information contained in the public
musical works database, including a
record of changes to such database in-
formation and changes to the source of
information in database fields, in order
to allow tracking of changes to the
ownership of musical works in the
database over time. The mechanical li-
censing collective shall determine, in
its reasonable discretion, the most ap-
propriate method for archiving and
maintaining such historical data to
track ownership and other information
changes in the database.

(g) Personally identifiable information.
The mechanical licensing collective
shall not include in the public musical
works database any individual’s Social
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Security Number (SSN), taxpayer iden-
tification number, financial account
number(s), date of birth (DOB), or
home address or personal email to the
extent it is not musical work copyright
owner contact information required
under 17 U.S.C. 115(d)(3)(E)(ii)(III). The
mechanical licensing collective shall
also engage in reasonable, good-faith
efforts to ensure that other personally
identifying information (i.e., informa-
tion that can be used to distinguish or
trace an individual’s identity, either
alone or when combined with other in-
formation that is linked or linkable to
such specific individual), is not avail-
able in the public musical works data-
base, other than to the extent it is re-
quired by law.

(h) Disclaimer. The mechanical licens-
ing collective shall include in the pub-
lic-facing version of the musical works
database a conspicuous disclaimer that
states that the database is not an au-
thoritative source for sound recording
information, and explains the labeling
of information related to sound record-
ing copyright owner, including the
“LabelName’’ and ‘‘PLine” fields.

(i) Ownership. The data in the public
musical works database prescribed by
17 U.S.C. 115(d)(3)(E) is public data not
owned by the mechanical licensing col-
lective or any of the collective’s em-
ployees, agents, consultants, vendors,
or independent contractors.

[85 FR 86822, Dec. 31, 2020]

§210.32 Musical works database
usability, interoperability, and
usage restrictions.

This section prescribes rules under
which the mechanical licensing collec-
tive shall ensure the usability, inter-
operability, and proper usage of the
public musical works database created
pursuant to 17 U.S.C. 115(d)(3)(E).

(a) Database access. (1)(i) The mechan-
ical licensing collective shall make the
musical works database available to
members of the public in a searchable,
real-time, online format, free of
charge. In addition, the mechanical li-
censing collective shall make the musi-
cal works database available in a bulk,
real-time, machine-readable format
through a process for bulk data man-
agement widely adopted among music
rights administrators to:

§210.32

(A) Digital music providers operating
under the authority of valid notices of
license, and their authorized vendors,
free of charge;

(B) Significant nonblanket licensees
in compliance with their obligations
under 17 U.S.C. 115(d)(6), and their au-
thorized vendors, free of charge;

(C) The Register of Copyrights, free
of charge; and

(D) Any other person or entity, in-
cluding agents, consultants, vendors,
and independent contractors of the me-
chanical licensing collective for any
purpose other than the ordinary course
of their work for the mechanical li-
censing collective, for a fee not to ex-
ceed the marginal cost to the mechan-
ical licensing collective of providing
the database to such person or entity.

(ii) Starting December 31, 2021, the
mechanical licensing collective shall
make the musical works database
available at least in a bulk, real-time,
machine-readable format under this
paragraph (a)(1) through application
programming interfaces (APIs).

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1)
of this section, the mechanical licens-
ing collective shall establish appro-
priate terms of use or other policies
governing use of the database that al-
lows the mechanical licensing collec-
tive to suspend access to any indi-
vidual or entity that appears, in the
mechanical licensing collective’s rea-
sonable determination, to be attempt-
ing to bypass the mechanical licensing
collective’s right to charge a fee to re-
cover its marginal costs for bulk access
outlined in 17 U.S.C. 115(d)3)(E)(V)(V)
through repeated queries, or to other-
wise be engaging in unlawful activity
with respect to the database (includ-
ing, without Ilimitation, seeking to
hack or unlawfully access confidential,
non-public information contained in
the database) or misappropriating or
using information from the database
for improper purposes. The mechanical
licensing collective’s terms of use or
other policies governing use of the
database shall comply with this sec-
tion.

(b) Point of contact for inquiries and
complaints. In accordance with its obli-
gations under 17 U.S.C.
115(d)(3)(D)(ix)(I)(bb), the mechanical
licensing collective shall designate a
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