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§1280.44

videotaping inside any NARA facility
or while on NARA property.

(b) Filming, photographing, and
videotaping on the grounds of any
NARA archival research room except
the ones in Atlanta, GA, Fort Worth,
TX, and Perris (Riverside), CA, or on
the grounds surrounding the Wash-
ington National Records Center, are
governed by GSA regulations, 41 CFR
part 101-20, Management of Buildings
and Grounds, and must be approved by
a GSA official.

§1280.44 Filming, photographing, or
videotaping for commercial pur-
poses.

You are not permitted to film, photo-
graph, or videotape for commercial
purposes on NARA property or in
NARA facilities.

§1280.46 Filming, photographing, or
videotaping for personal use.

(a) You may film, photograph, or vid-
eotape on NARA property outside a
NARA facility so long as you do not
impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(b) You may film, photograph, or vid-
eotape inside a NARA facility during
regular business hours in public areas,
including research rooms and exhi-
bition areas, unless otherwise posted,
under the following conditions:

(1) You may not use a flash or other
supplemental lighting; and

(2) You may not use a selfie stick,
monopod, tripod, or similar equipment.

[88 FR 58502, Aug. 28, 2023]

§1280.48 Applying to film, photograph,
or videotape for news purposes.

(a) If you wish to film, photograph,
or videotape for news purposes at the
National Archives Building (as delin-
eated in §1280.2(a)), the National Ar-
chives at College Park, or the Wash-
ington National Records Center, you
must request permission from the
NARA Public Affairs Officer by email
at public.affairs@nara.gov, by phone at
202.357.5300, or by mail at National Ar-
chives and Records Administration; 700
Pennsylvania Avenue NW; Public Af-
fairs Office; Washington, DC 20408-0001.
See also §1280.42(b) for additional per-
missions relating to the Washington
National Records Center.

36 CFR Ch. XII (7-1-25 Edition)

(b) If you wish to film, photograph,
or videotape for news purposes at a
Presidential library or at an archival
research room facility, you must con-
tact the director of the library (see 36
CFR 1253.3 for contact information) or
archival research room facility (see 36
CFR 1253.5 for contact information) to
request permission.

(c) Your request for permission to
film, photograph, or videotape for news
purposes must contain the following
information (OMB control number
3095-0040):

(1) The name of the organization you
are working for;

(2) Areas you wish to film, photo-
graph, or videotape;

(3) Documents, if any, you wish to
film;

(4) The purpose of the project you are
working on;

(6) What you intend to do with the
film, photograph, or videotape; and

(6) How long you will need to com-
plete your work on or in NARA prop-
erty or facilities.

(d) You must request permission at
least two weeks in advance of your de-
sired filming date. If you make a re-
quest within a shorter time period, we
may not be able to accommodate your
request.

(e) If you would like to use NARA
equipment, you must also sign an
agreement, NA Form 11010, Waiver of
Liability (OMB control number 3095-
0040).

(f) This section does not apply to you
if you have permission to use your own
microfilming equipment to film archi-
val records and donated historical ma-
terials under the provisions of 36 CFR
1254.90-1254.110. You must follow the
procedures in 36 CFR part 1254 for per-
mission to film archival records and
donated materials for research pur-
poses or for microfilm publications.

§1280.50 What you may film, photo-
graph, or videotape for news pur-
poses.

(a) We will permit you to film, photo-
graph, or videotape sections of the in-
terior or exterior of any NARA facility
or property only for stories about:

(1) NARA programs;

(2) NARA exhibits;

(3) NARA holdings;
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(4) NARA services;

(5) A former President;

(6) A researcher who has made or is
making use of NARA holdings (pro-
vided that the researcher also approves
your request); or

(7) Any other NARA-related activity
approved by the appropriate NARA rep-
resentative.

(b) We reserve the right to reject any
request that does not meet the criteria
set forth in paragraphs (a) and (c) of
this section or because of scheduling or
staffing constraints.

(c) We will not grant you permission
to film, photograph, or videotape if you
intend to use the film, photographs, or
videotape for commercial, partisan po-
litical, sectarian, or similar activities.

§1280.52 Rules for filming,
photographing, or videotaping for
news purposes.

The following conditions and restric-
tions apply to anyone that has been
granted permission to film, photo-
graph, or videotape for news purposes
under subpart B of this part:

(a) We may limit or prohibit use of
artificial light in connection with film-
ing, photographing, or videotaping doc-
uments for news purposes. You may
not use any supplemental lighting de-
vices while filming, photographing, or
videotaping inside a NARA facility in
the Washington, DC, area without the
prior permission of the NARA Public
Affairs Officer. If the Public Affairs Of-
ficer approves your use of artificial
lighting in the Rotunda or other ex-
hibit areas, we will use facsimiles in
place of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, or other documents. If we ap-
prove your use of high intensity light-
ing, we will cover or replace with fac-
similes all other exhibited documents
that fall within the boundaries of such
illumination. You may not use any
supplemental lighting devices at the
Presidential libraries and the archival
research room facilities without per-
mission from a NARA representative at
that facility.

(b) While filming, photographing, or
videotaping, you are liable for injuries
to people or property that result from
your activities on or in NARA property
and facilities.

§1280.60

(c) At all times while on or in NARA
property and facilities, you must con-
duct your activities in accordance with
all applicable regulations contained in
this part.

(d) Your filming, photographing, or
videotaping activity may not impede
people who are entering or exiting any
NARA facility unless otherwise author-
ized by the facility’s director, or by the
NARA Public Affairs Officer for Wash-
ington, DC, area facilities.

(e) You must be accompanied by a
NARA staff member when filming,
photographing, or videotaping the inte-
rior of any NARA facility.

(f) We will approve your request to do
press interviews of NARA personnel on
or in NARA property and facilities
only when such employees are being
interviewed in connection with official
business. Interviews with staff and re-
searchers may take place only in areas
designated by the NARA Public Affairs
Officer for Washington, DC, area facili-
ties, or by the appropriate NARA rep-
resentative at other NARA facilities.

(g) You may film and photograph
documents only in those areas which
the NARA Public Affairs staff des-
ignates in the National Archives Build-
ing, the National Archives at College
Park, or the Washington National
Records Center, or in those areas des-
ignated as appropriate by the staff liai-
son at other NARA facilities.

(h) We will limit your film and pho-
tography sessions to two hours.

(i) You may not state or imply that
NARA approves of or will sponsor:

(1) Your activities or views; or

(2) The uses to which you put images
depicting any NARA facility.

Subpart C—Additional Rules for
Using Public Areas of NARA
Property or Facilities

§1280.60 Permitting use
areas.

(a) The primary use for NARA prop-
erty and facilities, including those
areas open to the public, is conducting
official NARA business. NARA’s offi-
cial business includes educational and
public programs and other activities
we conduct on our own or in conjunc-
tion with government organizations,
the National Archives Foundation

of public
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