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if the Director determines that it is 
not timely, does not meet the min-
imum requirements of the proposed 
contract, or does not provide the infor-
mation required by the request for pro-
posals. 

§ 52.16 What options does the Director 
have in accepting or rejecting a re-
sponse? 

(a) If no responsive responses are sub-
mitted, the Director may cancel the so-
licitation. After cancellation, the Di-
rector may establish new commercial 
services contract requirements and 
issue a new request for proposals. 

(b) The Director reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all responses re-
ceived as a result of the solicitation, to 
waive minor irregularities, or to nego-
tiate with any respondent, in any man-
ner necessary, to serve the best inter-
ests of the National Park Service. 

(c) No respondent or other person or 
entity will obtain compensable or 
other legal rights as a result of an 
amended, extended, canceled, or re-
solicited request for proposals for a 
contract. 

§ 52.17 Does this part limit the author-
ity of the Director? 

Nothing in this part may be con-
strued as limiting the authority of the 
Director at any time to determine 
whether to solicit or award a contract, 
to cancel a solicitation, or to termi-
nate a contract in accordance with its 
terms. 

§ 52.18 When must the selected re-
spondent execute the contract? 

The selected respondent must exe-
cute the contract within the time pe-
riod established by the Director. If the 
selected respondent fails to execute the 
contract in this period, the Director 
may select another responsive response 
and enter into negotiations with that 
respondent, or may cancel the solicita-
tion and choose to resolicit the con-
tract. 

§ 52.19 When may the Director award 
the commercial services contract? 

The Director may award a commer-
cial services contract at any time after 
selecting the best response, the conclu-

sion of negotiations, and execution of 
the contract by the respondent. 

§ 52.20 How will the Director solicit 
and award professional services 
contracts? 

The Director will advertise each op-
portunity for professional services con-
tracts at least once in the System for 
Award Management (SAM) where Fed-
eral business opportunities are elec-
tronically posted or in a similar publi-
cation if SAM is no longer used. The 
Director may also publish notices elec-
tronically on websites, including social 
media, and in local or national news-
papers or trade magazines. The Direc-
tor will evaluate and select profes-
sional services providers that are quali-
fied entities following the procedures 
described in the advertised oppor-
tunity. 

Subpart C—Contract Provisions 

§ 52.25 What is the term of a commer-
cial services contract? 

A commercial services contract will 
generally be awarded for a set term or 
for a base term plus option years, with 
the total term not to exceed 10 years. 

§ 52.26 When may the Director termi-
nate a contract? 

Contracts will contain appropriate 
provisions for suspension of operations 
and for termination by the Director for 
default, including, without limitation, 
unsatisfactory performance, or termi-
nation when necessary to achieve the 
purposes of the VEIA. 

§ 52.27 May an operator or profes-
sional services provider receive 
leasehold surrender interest in cap-
ital improvements? 

No. Operators and professional serv-
ices providers will not receive lease-
hold surrender interest in capital im-
provements, as those terms are defined 
at 54 U.S.C. 101915. 

§ 52.28 Are operator rates subject to 
approval by the Director? 

(a) The Director may require prior 
approval of rates for services provided 
to visitors under a commercial services 
contract. 
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