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not preclude the agency’s grant of ac-
creditation or preaccreditation.

(d) If the agency learns that an insti-
tution it accredits or preaccredits, or
an institution that offers a program it
accredits or preaccredits, is the subject
of an adverse action by another recog-
nized accrediting agency or has been
placed on probation or an equivalent
status by another recognized agency,
the agency must promptly review its
accreditation or preaccreditation of
the institution or program to deter-
mine if it should also take adverse ac-
tion or place the institution or pro-
gram on probation or show cause.

(e) The agency must, upon request,
share with other appropriate recog-
nized accrediting agencies and recog-
nized State approval agencies informa-
tion about the accreditation or
preaccreditation status of an institu-
tion or program and any adverse ac-
tions it has taken against an accred-
ited or preaccredited institution or
program.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1845-0003)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§602.29 Severability.

If any provision of this subpart or its
application to any person, act, or prac-
tice is held invalid, the remainder of
the subpart or the application of its
provisions to any person, act, or prac-
tice shall not be affected thereby.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)
[84 FR 58926, Nov. 1, 2019]

Subpart C—The Recognition
Process

SOURCE: 74 FR 55430, Oct. 27, 2009, unless
otherwise noted.

APPLICATION AND REVIEW BY
DEPARTMENT STAFF

§602.30 [Reserved]

§602.31 Agency applications and re-
ports to be submitted to the Depart-
ment.

(a) Applications for recognition or re-
newal of recognition. An accrediting
agency seeking initial or continued
recognition must submit a written ap-

§602.31

plication to the Secretary. Each ac-
crediting agency must submit an appli-
cation for continued recognition at
least once every five years, or within a
shorter time period specified in the
final recognition decision, and, for an
agency seeking renewal of recognition,
24 months prior to the date on which
the current recognition expires. The
application, to be submitted concur-
rently with information required by
§602.32(a) and, if applicable, §602.32(b),
must consist of—

(1) A statement of the agency’s re-
quested scope of recognition;

(2) Documentation that the agency
complies with the criteria for recogni-
tion listed in subpart B of this part, in-
cluding a copy of its policies and proce-
dures manual and its accreditation
standards; and

(3) Documentation of how an agency
that includes or seeks to include dis-
tance education or correspondence
courses in its scope of recognition ap-
plies its standards in evaluating pro-
grams and institutions it accredits
that offer distance education or cor-
respondence courses.

(b) Applications for expansions of scope.
An agency seeking an expansion of
scope by application must submit a
written application to the Secretary.
The application must—

(1) Specify the scope requested;

(2) Provide copies of any relevant
standards, policies, or procedures de-
veloped and applied by the agency for
its use in accrediting activities con-
ducted within the expansion of scope
proposed and documentation of the ap-
plication of these standards, policies,
or procedures; and

(3) Provide the materials required by
§602.32(j) and, if applicable, §602.32(1).

(c) Compliance or monitoring reports. If
an agency is required to submit a com-
pliance or monitoring report, it must
do so within 30 days following the end
of the period for achieving compliance
as specified in the decision of the sen-
ior Department official or Secretary,
as applicable.

(d) Review following an increase in
headcount enrollment. If an agency that
has notified the Secretary in writing of
its change in scope to include distance
education or correspondence courses in
accordance with §602.27(a)(4) reports an
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