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Office of Asst. Sec. for Housing, HUD § 3280.401 

§ 3280.309 Standard for vinyl siding 
and polypropylene siding used in 
manufactured homes. 

(a) Scope. This section establishes the 
requirements for vinyl siding and poly-
propylene siding used in manufactured 
homes. 

(b) Standards—(1) Vinyl siding. All 
vinyl siding must comply with the re-
quirements of ASTM D3679 (incor-
porated by reference, see § 3280.4) and 
must be certified or listed and labeled 
as conforming to those requirements. 

(2) Polypropylene siding. All poly-
propylene siding must comply with the 
requirements of ASTM D7254 (incor-
porated by reference, see § 3280.4) and 
must be certified or listed and labeled 
as conforming to those requirements. 

(c) Installation. Vinyl siding and soffit 
installation must be installed in ac-
cordance with the manufacturer’s in-
stallation instructions. Vinyl siding 
and soffit installation must be based on 
ASTM D4756 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 3280.4). 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 89 FR 75749, 
Sept. 16, 2024, § 3280.309 was added, effective 
Mar. 17, 2025. At 90 FR 10593, Feb. 25, 2025, the 
effective date was delayed until Sept. 15, 
2025. 

Subpart E—Testing 
§ 3280.401 Structural load tests. 

Every structural assembly tested 
shall be capable of meeting the Proof 
Load Test or the Ultimate Load Test 
as follows: 

(a) Proof load tests. Every structural 
assembly tested must be capable of sus-
taining its dead load plus superimposed 
live loads equal to 1.75 times the re-
quired live loads for a period of 12 
hours without failure. Tests must be 
conducted with loads applied and de-
flections recorded in 1⁄4 design live load 
increments at 10-minute intervals until 
1.25 times design live load plus dead 
load has been reached. Additional load 
shall then be applied continuously 
until 1.75 times design live load plus 
dead load has been reached. Assembly 
failure shall be considered as design 
live load deflection (or residual deflec-
tion measured 12 hours after live load 
removal) that is greater than the lim-
its set in § 3280.305(d), rupture, fracture, 
or excessive yielding. Design live load 

deflection criteria do not apply when 
the structural assembly being evalu-
ated does not include structural fram-
ing members. An assembly to be tested 
shall be of the minimum quality of ma-
terials and workmanship of the produc-
tion. Each test assembly, component, 
or subassembly shall be identified as to 
type and quality or grade of material. 
All assemblies, components, or sub-
assemblies qualifying under this test 
shall be subject to a continuing quali-
fication testing program acceptable to 
HUD. 

(b) Ultimate load tests. Ultimate load 
tests must be performed on a minimum 
of three assemblies or components to 
generally evaluate the structural de-
sign. Every structural assembly or 
component tested must be capable of 
sustaining its total dead load plus the 
design live load increased by a factor of 
safety of at least 2.5. A factor of safety 
greater than 2.5 shall be used when re-
quired by an applicable reference 
standard in § 3280.304(b)(1). Tests shall 
be conducted with loads applied and de-
flections recorded in 1/4 design live 
load increments at 10-minute intervals 
until 1.25 times design live load plus 
dead load has been reached. Additional 
loading shall then be applied continu-
ously until failure occurs, or the total 
of the factor of safety times the design 
live load plus the dead load is reached. 
Assembly failure shall be considered as 
design live load deflection greater than 
the limits set in § 3280.305(d), rupture, 
fracture, or excessive yielding. Design 
live load deflection criteria do not 
apply when the structural assembly 
being evaluated does not include struc-
tural framing members. Assemblies to 
be tested shall be representative of av-
erage quality or materials and work-
manship of the production. Each test 
assembly, component, or subassembly 
shall be identified as to type and qual-
ity or grade of material. All assem-
blies, components, or subassemblies 
qualifying under this test shall be sub-
ject to a periodic qualification testing 
program acceptable to HUD. 

[40 FR 58752, Dec. 18, 1975. Redesignated at 44 
FR 20679, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 58 FR 
55007, Oct. 25, 1993; 70 FR 72045, Nov. 30, 2005] 
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