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may, during only such time as that cir-
cumstance continues, treat the records
as not subject to the requirements of
the FOIA. Section 552(c)(2) of FOIA al-
lows the exclusion of informant
records, unless the existence of the in-
formant has been officially confirmed.

§2002.21 Effect of denial of request.

Denial of a request shall terminate
the authority of the Assistant Inspec-
tor General or his or her designee to re-
lease or disclose the requested record,
which thereafter may not be made pub-
licly available except with express au-
thorization of the Inspector General,
Deputy Inspector General, or Counsel
to the Inspector General.

§2002.23

(a) Review is available only from a
written determination denying a re-
quest for a record and only if a written
request for review is filed within 90
days after issuance of the written de-
termination. If mailed, the requester’s
letter of appeal must be postmarked
within 90 calendar days of the date of
the letter of determination. If the let-
ter of appeal is transmitted electroni-
cally or by a means other than the
United States Postal Service, it must
be received in the appropriate office by
the close of business on the 90th cal-
endar day after the date of the letter of
determination. Before seeking court
review of an adverse determination, a
requester must exhaust their adminis-
trative remedies under this section.

(b) A review may be initiated by
sending a request for review to the Of-
fice of Inspector General; Department
of Housing and Urban Development; 451
Seventh Street SW, Room 8256, Wash-
ington, DC 20410 or to
FOIArequests@hudoig.gov. In order to
enable the OIG to comply with the
time limitations set forth in §2002.17,
both the envelope containing the re-
quest for review and the letter itself
should clearly indicate that the subject
is a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest for review. Each request for re-
view must contain the following:

(1) A copy of the original request;

(2) A copy of the written denial; and

(3) A statement of the circumstances,
reasons, or arguments advanced in sup-
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port of disclosure of the original
records requested.

(c) Review will be made promptly by
the Deputy Inspector General, or des-
ignee, on the basis of the written
record. The OIG will decide an appeal
of a denial of a request to expedite
processing of a FOIA request within 10
working days of receipt of the appeal.
The OIG will make a determination on
all other appeals within 20 working
days of receipt, unless unusual cir-
cumstances require the OIG to extend
the time for an additional 10 working
days.

(d) The time of receipt for processing
of a request is the time it is received
by the Inspector General. If a request
is misdirected by the requester and is
received by one other than the Inspec-
tor General, the OIG official who re-
ceives the request will forward it
promptly to the Inspector General and
will advise the requester about the de-
layed time of receipt.

(e) The decision after review will be
in writing, will constitute final agency
action on the request, and, if the denial
of the request for records is in full or in
part upheld, the Inspector General will
notify the person making the request
of his or her right to seek judicial re-
view under 5 U.S.C. 5562(a)(4).

(f) Adverse decisions will include the
name and contact information of dis-
pute resolution services that offer me-
diation services to resolve disputes be-
tween FOIA requesters and Federal
agencies as a nonexclusive alternative
to litigation.
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