AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§2002.13

particular record or portion of a record
to apply an exemption. The OIG will
not charge for review at the adminis-
trative appeal level of an exemption al-
ready applied. However, records or por-
tions of records withheld under an ex-
emption that is subsequently deter-
mined not to apply may be reviewed
again to determine the applicability of
other exemptions not previously con-
sidered. The costs for such a subse-
quent review would be properly assess-
able. Review time will be assessed at
the same rates established for search
time in §§2002.13 and 15.106 of this title.

(b) Aggregating requests. (1) The OIG
may aggregate multiple requests in
cases where unusual circumstances
exist and the OIG determines that:

(i) Certain requests from the same re-
quester or from a group of requesters
acting in concert actually constitute a
single request; and

(ii) The requests involve clearly re-
lated matters.

(2) Aggregation of requests for this
purpose will be conducted independent
of aggregation of requests for fee pur-
poses under §15.106(h) of this title.

§2002.13 Fee schedule, advance pay-
ment, interest charges, and waiving
or reducing fees.

The OIG will charge for processing
requests under the FOIA in accordance
with §15.106 of this title, except where
those provisions conflict with provi-
sions of this part; more specifically,
where §15.106 references §15.103 of this
title replace such reference with
§2002.15.

§2002.15 Time limitations.

(a) General. Upon receipt of a request
for records, the appropriate Assistant
Inspector General or an appointed des-
ignee will generally make a determina-
tion whether to comply with a FOIA
request within 20 working days. The
Assistant Inspector General or des-
ignee will immediately notify the re-
questor in writing of the determination
and the reason(s) for such determina-
tion and the right of the person to re-
quest assistance from the FOIA Public
Liaison. The 20-day period will begin
on the day the request is received by
the OIG, but in any event not later
than 10 working days after the request
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is received by any component des-
ignated to receive FOIA requests, and
after any fees or advance payment of
fees under §2002.13 has been made.

(b) Scope of responsive records. In de-
termining which records are responsive
to a request, an agency ordinarily will
include only records in its possession
as of the date that it begins its search.
If any other date is used, the agency
must inform the requester of that date.
A record that is excluded from the re-
quirements of the FOIA pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552(c) is not considered respon-
sive to a request.

(c) Unusual circumstances. Under un-
usual circumstances, as specified in
this paragraph (c), the OIG may extend
the time period for processing a FOIA
request. In such circumstances, the
OIG will provide the requester with
written notice setting forth the un-
usual circumstances for the extension
and the date on which a determination
is expected to be made. This date will
not exceed 10 working days beyond the
general time established in paragraph
(a) of this section. If processing a re-
quest would require more than 10 work-
ing days beyond the general time limit
established in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the OIG will offer the requester
an opportunity to reduce or limit the
scope of the request in order to allow
the OIG to process it within the extra
10-day working period or arrange an al-
ternative time period within which the
FOIA request will be processed. To aid
the requester, the OIG shall make
available its FOIA Public Liaison, who
shall assist in the resolution of any dis-
putes between the requester and the
OIG, and notify the requester of the
right of the requester to seek dispute
resolution services from the Office of
Government Information Services. Un-
usual circumstances mean that there is
a need:

(1) To search for and collect the re-
quested records from field facilities or
other establishments that are separate
from the office processing the request;

(2) To search for, collect, and appro-
priately examine a voluminous amount
of separate and distinct records that
are demanded in a single request (e.g.
audit work papers); or

(3) For consultation, which shall be
conducted with all practicable speed,
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