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Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 212.1 Purpose and scope. 

This subpart contains the rules that 
the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (hereinafter 
‘‘USAID’’ or ‘‘the Agency’’) follows in 
processing requests for records under 
the Freedom of Information Act 
(‘‘FOIA’’), 5 U.S.C. 552. The rules in this 
subpart should be read in conjunction 
with the text of the FOIA. Requests 
made by individuals for records about 
themselves under the Privacy Act of 
1974, are processed under Subpart O. 
Definitions of FOIA terms are ref-
erenced in subpart L of this part. 

§ 212.2 Policy. 

(a) As a general policy, USAID fol-
lows a balanced approach in admin-

istering the FOIA. USAID recognizes 

the right of the public to access infor-

mation in the possession of the Agen-

cy. USAID also recognizes the legiti-

mate interests of organizations or per-

sons who have submitted records to the 

Agency or who would otherwise be af-

fected by release of records. USAID has 

no discretion to release certain 

records, such as trade secrets and con-

fidential commercial information, pro-

hibited from release by law. USAID’s 

policy calls for the fullest responsible 

disclosure consistent with those re-

quirements of administrative necessity 

and confidentiality which are recog-

nized under the FOIA. 

(b) For purposes of subparts A 

through K, M, and O of this part, record 

means information regardless of its 

physical form or characteristics in-

cluding information created, stored, 

and retrievable by electronic means 

that is created or obtained by the 

Agency and under the control of the 

Agency at the time of the request, in-

cluding information maintained for the 

Agency by an entity under Government 

contract for records management pur-

poses. It does not include records that 

are not already in existence and that 

would have to be created specifically to 

respond to a request. Information 

available in electronic form shall be 

searched and compiled in response to a 

request unless such search and com-

pilation would significantly interfere 

with the operation of the Agency’s 

automated information systems. 

§ 212.3 Records available on the Agen-
cy’s website. 

Information that is required to be 

published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 

under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) is regularly up-

dated by the Agency and found on its 

public website, https://www.usaid.gov/ 

foia-requests, or for records of the Office 

of the USAID Inspector General (OIG), 

on the FOIA page of OIG’s public 

website, https://oig.usaid.gov/FOIA. 

Records required by FOIA to be made 

available for public inspection in an 

electronic format under 5 U.S.C. 

552(a)(2) are available on the Agency’s 

and OIG’s public websites. 
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