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SUBCHAPTER S—INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

PART 181—COORDINATION, RE-
PORTING AND PUBLICATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

Sec. 
181.1 Purpose and application. 
181.2 Criteria with respect to international 

agreements. 
181.3 Determinations with respect to inter-

national agreements. 
181.4 Criteria with respect to qualifying 

non-binding instruments. 
181.5 Determinations with respect to quali-

fying non-binding instruments. 
181.6 Consultations with the Secretary of 

State. 
181.7 Fifteen-day rule for transmittal of 

concluded international agreements and 
qualifying non-binding instruments to 
the Department of State. 

181.8 Transmittal to the Congress. 
181.9 Publication of international agree-

ments and qualifying non-binding instru-
ments. 

181.10 Definition of ‘‘text’’. 

AUTHORITY: 1 U.S.C. 112a, 112b; and 22 
U.S.C. 2651a. 

SOURCE: 88 FR 67644, Oct. 2, 2023, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 181.1 Purpose and application. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to im-
plement the provisions of 1 U.S.C. 112b, 
popularly known as the Case-Zablocki 
Act (hereinafter ‘‘the Act’’), on the re-
porting to Congress and publication of 
international agreements and quali-
fying non-binding instruments and re-
lated coordination with the Secretary 
of State. This part applies to all agen-
cies of the U.S. Government whose re-
sponsibilities include the negotiation 
and conclusion of international agree-
ments and qualifying non-binding in-
struments. This part does not, how-
ever, constitute a delegation by the 
Secretary of State of the authority to 
engage in such activities. Further, it 
does not affect any additional require-
ments of law governing the relation-
ship between particular agencies and 
the Secretary of State in connection 
with international negotiations and 
agreements, or any other requirements 
of law concerning the relationship be-
tween particular agencies and the Con-
gress. The term ‘‘agency’’ as used in 

this part means each authority of the 
United States Government, whether or 
not it is within or subject to review by 
another agency. 

(b) Pursuant to the key legal require-
ments of the Act—full and timely dis-
closure to the Congress of all concluded 
international agreements and quali-
fying non-binding instruments, publi-
cation of international agreements and 
qualifying non-binding instruments, 
and consultation by agencies with the 
Secretary of State with respect to pro-
posed international agreements—every 
agency of the U.S. Government is re-
quired to comply with each of the pro-
visions set out in this part in imple-
mentation of the Act. Nevertheless, 
this part is intended as a framework of 
measures and procedures which, it is 
recognized, cannot anticipate all cir-
cumstances or situations that may 
arise. Deviation or derogation from the 
provisions of this part will not affect 
the legal validity, under United States 
law or under international law, of 
international agreements concluded, 
will not give rise to a cause of action, 
and will not affect any public or pri-
vate rights established by such agree-
ments, Similarly, any such deviation 
will not affect the status or effective-
ness of any non-binding instrument. 

(c) To facilitate coordination with 
the Department of State in the imple-
mentation of the Act, agencies whose 
responsibilities include the negotiation 
and conclusion of international agree-
ments or qualifying non-binding in-
struments shall notify the Department 
of State of the official designated as 
the agency’s Chief International Agree-
ments Officer in accordance with 1 
U.S.C. 112b(e) promptly upon that offi-
cial’s designation, and shall promptly 
inform the Department of any changes 
in the official designated. 

(d) For the Department of State, the 
Deputy Legal Adviser with supervisory 
responsibility over the Office of Treaty 
Affairs will be designated as the De-
partment’s Chief International Agree-
ments Officer in accordance with 1 
U.S.C. 112b(e), and will have the title of 
International Agreements Compliance 
Officer. 
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