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§1318.300

at existing facilities; and completing engi-
neering designs, architectural drawings, sur-
veys, and site assessments (except when tree
clearing, geotechnical boring, or other land
disturbance would occur).

Subpart D—Environmental
Assessments

§1318.300 Purpose and scope.

(a) TVA shall prepare an EA for any
proposed action not qualifying as a cat-
egorical exclusion to determine wheth-
er an EIS is necessary or a FONSI can
be prepared. An EA need not be initi-
ated (or completed) when TVA deter-
mines that it will prepare an EIS.

(b) An EA shall concisely commu-
nicate information and analyses about
issues that are potentially significant
and reasonable alternatives.

§1318.301 Public and stakeholder par-
ticipation in the EA process.

(a) The NEPA compliance staff, in
consultation with the initiating TVA
entity and other interested offices,
may request public involvement in the
preparation of an EA or a revision to or
a supplement thereof. The type of and
format for public involvement shall be
selected as appropriate to best facili-
tate timely and meaningful public
input to the EA process. In deciding
the extent of public involvement, TVA
will consider whether the public has al-
ready been provided a meaningful op-
portunity to comment on the environ-
mental impacts of a proposal through
other coordinated, regulatory proc-
esses.

(b) TVA will also identify and involve
Indian tribes and interested stake-
holders including local, State and
other Federal agencies.

(c) A draft EA prepared for an action
listed in §1318.400(a), for which TVA
would normally prepare an EIS, shall
be circulated for public review and
comment.

(d) TVA will make draft (if applica-
ble) and final EAs and FONSIs avail-
able on TVA’s public website and by
other means upon request to TVA.

§1318.302 EA preparation.

(a) As soon as practicable after decid-
ing to prepare an EA, the initiating
TVA entity, in consultation with
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NEPA compliance staff, shall convene
an internal coordination team to dis-
cuss:

(1) Reasonable alternatives,

(2) Permit requirements,

(3) Coordination with other agencies
(consistent with §1318.401),

(4) Environmental issues,

(5) Public involvement, and

(6) A schedule for EA preparation.

(b) The EA will describe the proposed
action and include brief discussions of
the purpose and need for action, rea-
sonable alternatives, the no-action al-
ternative (consistent with §1318.400(e)),
the environmental impacts of the pro-
posed action and alternatives, meas-
ures (if any) to mitigate such impacts,
a listing of the agencies and persons
consulted, and a list of permits that
may be required for the proposed ac-
tion.

(c) As appropriate, EAs will identify
alternatives that were considered, but
not addressed in further detail in the
EA.

(d) The EA will address comments
made during any public comment pe-
riod.

(e) The EA will briefly provide suffi-
cient data and analysis for determining
whether to prepare an EIS or a FONSI.

(f) The EA will be reviewed by the
NEPA compliance staff and other in-
terested TVA entities, including TVA
legal counsel.

(g) After the EA is finalized and with
the concurrence of TVA legal counsel,
the NEPA compliance staff will make
one of the following determinations:

(1) A Finding of No Significant Im-
pact,

(2) The action requires the prepara-
tion of an EIS, or

(3) The EA needs to be supplemented
before the significance of potential im-
pacts can be determined.

§1318.303 Finding of No Significant
Impact.

(a) If the NEPA compliance staff con-
cludes, based on an EA, that a proposed
action does not require the preparation
of an EIS, the NEPA compliance staff,
in consultation with TVA legal counsel
and the initiating TVA entity, will pre-
pare a FONSI. The official responsible
for NEPA compliance will sign the
FONSI.
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