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order modifying the expiration date of the li-
cense or permit. The FAA may impose addi-
tional or revised terms and conditions nec-
essary to protect public health and safety 
and the safety of property and to protect 
U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests. 

* * * * * 
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Subpart A—General 

§ 414.1 Scope. 

This part establishes procedures for 
obtaining a safety element approval 
and renewing and transferring an exist-
ing safety element approval. Safety 
element approvals issued under this 
part may be used to support the appli-
cation review for one or more vehicle 
operator license requests under other 
parts of this chapter. 

§ 414.3 Definitions. 

Safety element. For purposes of this 
part, a safety element is any one of the 
items or persons (personnel) listed in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of the definition 
of ‘‘safety element approval’’ in this 
section. 

Safety element approval. For purposes 
of this part, a safety element approval 
is an FAA document containing the 
FAA determination that one or more of 
the safety elements listed in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of this definition, 
when used or employed within a de-
fined envelope, parameter, or situation, 
will not jeopardize public health and 
safety or safety of property. A safety 
element approval may be issued inde-
pendent of a license, and does not con-
fer any authority to conduct activities 
for which a license is required under 14 
CFR chapter III. A safety element ap-
proval does not relieve its holder of the 
duty to comply with all applicable re-
quirements of law or regulation that 
may apply to the holder’s activities. 

(1) Launch vehicle, reentry vehicle, 
safety system, process, service, or any 
identified component thereof; or 

(2) Qualified and trained personnel, 
performing a process or function re-
lated to licensed activities or vehicles. 

§ 414.5 Applicability. 

This part applies to an applicant that 
wants to obtain a safety element ap-
proval for any of the safety elements 
defined under this part and to persons 
granted a safety element approval 
under this part. Any person eligible 
under this part may apply to become 
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the holder of a safety element ap-
proval. 

§ 414.7 Eligibility. 
(a) There is no citizenship require-

ment to obtain a safety element ap-
proval. 

(b) You may be eligible for a safety 
element approval if you are— 

(1) A designer, manufacturer, or oper-
ator of a launch or reentry vehicle or 
component thereof; 

(2) The designer or developer of a 
safety system or process; or 

(3) Personnel who perform safety- 
critical functions in conducting a li-
censed launch or reentry. 

(c) A safety element approval appli-
cant must have sufficient knowledge 
and expertise to show that the design 
and operation of the safety element for 
which safety element approval is 
sought qualify for a safety element ap-
proval. 

(d) Only the safety elements defined 
under this part are eligible for a safety 
element approval. 

Subpart B—Application 
Procedures 

§ 414.9 Pre-application consultation. 
The applicant must consult with the 

FAA before submitting an application. 
Unless the applicant or the FAA re-
quests another form of consultation, 
consultation is oral discussion with the 
FAA about the application process and 
the potential issues relevant to the 
FAA’s safety element approval deci-
sion. 

§ 414.11 Application. 
An applicant may submit an applica-

tion for a safety element approval in 
one of two ways: 

(a) Separate from a vehicle operator 
license application in accordance with 
§ 414.13; or 

(b) Concurrent with a vehicle oper-
ator license application in accordance 
with § 414.15. 

§ 414.13 Application separate from a 
vehicle operator license applica-
tion. 

(a) An applicant must make an appli-
cation in writing and in English. The 
applicant must file the application 

with the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion either by paper, by use of physical 
electronic storage, or by email in the 
following manner: 

(1) For an application submitted on 
paper, an applicant must send two cop-
ies of the application to the Federal 
Aviation Administration, Associate 
Administrator for Commercial Space 
Transportation, Room 331, 800 Inde-
pendence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 
20591. Attention: Application Review. 

(2) For an application submitted by 
use of physical electronic storage, the 
applicant must either mail the applica-
tion to the address specified in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section or hand-de-
liver the application to an authorized 
FAA representative. The application 
and the physical electronic storage 
containing the application must also 
satisfy all of the following criteria: 

(i) The application must include a 
cover letter that is printed on paper 
and signed by the person who signed 
the application or by an authorized 
representative of the applicant; 

(ii) The cover letter must identify 
each document that is included on the 
physical electronic storage; and 

(iii) The physical electronic storage 
must be in a format such that its con-
tents cannot be altered. 

(3) For an application submitted by 
email, an applicant must send the ap-
plication as an email attachment, or as 
a link to a secure server, to 
ASTApplications@faa.gov. The applica-
tion and the email to which the appli-
cation is attached must also satisfy the 
following criteria: 

(i) The email to which the applica-
tion is attached must be sent from an 
email address controlled by the person 
who signed the application or by an au-
thorized representative of the appli-
cant; and 

(ii) The email must identify each 
document that is included as an at-
tachment or that is stored on a secure 
server; and 

(iii) The electronic files must be 
date-stamped and have version control 
documentation. 

(b) The application must identify the 
following basic information: 

(1) Name and address of the appli-
cant. 
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