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§707.7

§707.7 Payment of dividends.

(a) Permissible methods—(1) Balance on
which dividends are calculated. Credit
unions shall calculate dividends on the
full amount of principal in an account
for each day by use of either the daily
balance method or the average daily
balance method. Credit unions shall
calculate dividends by use of a daily
rate of at least Y565 of the dividend rate.
In a leap year a daily rate of Yses of the
dividend rate may be used.

(2) Determination of minimum balance
to earn dividends. A credit union shall
use the same method to determine any
minimum balance required to earn
dividends as it uses to determine the
balance on which dividends are cal-
culated. A credit union may use an ad-
ditional method that is unequivocally
beneficial to the member.

(b) Compounding and crediting policies.
This section does not require credit
unions to compound or credit dividends
at any particular frequency.

(c) Date dividends begin to accrue.
Dividends shall begin to accrue not
later than the day specified in section
606 of the Expedited Funds Availability
Act (12 U.S.C. 4005) and implementing
Regulation CC (12 CFR part 229). Divi-
dends shall accrue on funds until the
day funds are withdrawn.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 3133-0134)

[68 FR 50445, Sept. 27, 1993, as amended at 61
FR 114, Jan. 3, 1996]

§707.8 Advertising.

(a) Misleading or inaccurate advertise-
ments. An advertisement must not:

(1) Be misleading or inaccurate or
misrepresent a credit union’s account
agreement; or

(2) Refer to or describe an account as
“free’” or ‘‘no cost’ or contain a simi-
lar term if any maintenance or activity
fee may be imposed on the account.
The word ‘“‘profit’” must not be used in
referring to dividends or interest paid
on an account.

(b) Permissible rates. If an advertise-
ment states a rate of return, it shall
state the rate as an ‘‘annual percent-
age yield,” using that term. (The ab-
breviation ‘“APY” may be used pro-
vided the term ‘‘annual percentage
yield” is stated at least once in the ad-
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vertisement.) The advertisement shall
not state any other rate, except that
the ‘‘dividend rate,” using that term,
may be stated in conjunction with, but
not more conspicuously than, the an-
nual percentage yield to which it re-
lates.

(c) When additional disclosures are re-
quired. Except as provided in paragraph
(e) of this section, if the annual per-
centage yield is stated in an advertise-
ment, the advertisement shall state
the following information, to the ex-
tent applicable, clearly and conspicu-
ously:

(1) Variable rates. For variable-rate
accounts, a statement that the rate
may change after the account is
opened.

(2) Time annual percentage yield is of-
fered. For interest-bearing accounts
and dividend-bearing term share ac-
counts, the period of time the annual
percentage yield will be offered, or a
statement that the annual percentage
yield is accurate as of a specified date.
For dividend-bearing accounts other
than term share accounts, a statement
that the annual percentage yield is ac-
curate as of the last dividend declara-
tion date. In the event that disclosure
of an annual percentage yield as of the
last dividend declaration date might be
inaccurate because of known or con-
templated dividend rate changes, the
credit union may disclose the prospec-
tive annual percentage yield. Such pro-
spective annual percentage yield may
be disclosed either in lieu of, or in ad-
dition to, the dividend rate and annual
percentage yield as of the last dividend
declaration date.

3) Minimum balance. The minimum
balance required to earn the advertised
annual percentage yield. For tiered-
rate accounts, the minimum balance
required for each tier shall be stated in
close proximity and with equal promi-
nence to the applicable annual percent-
age yield.

(4) Minimum opening deposit. The min-
imum deposit required to open the ac-
count, if it is greater than the min-
imum balance necessary to earn the
advertised annual percentage yield.

(5) Effect of fees. A statement that
fees could reduce the earnings on the
account.
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