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§ 590.901 Egg products offered for 
entry and entered to be handled 
and transported as domestic; entry 
into official plants; transportation. 

(a) All egg products, after entry into 
the United States in compliance with 
this subpart, will be deemed and treat-
ed and, except as provided in §§ 590.935 
and 590.960, will be handled and trans-
ported as domestic product, and will be 
subject to the applicable provisions of 
this part and to the provisions of the 
Egg Products Inspection Act and the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

(b) Imported egg products entered in 
accordance with this subpart may, sub-
ject to the provisions of the regula-
tions, be taken into official plants and 
be mixed with or added to egg products 
that are inspected and passed or ex-
empted from inspection in such plants. 

(c) Imported egg products that have 
been inspected and passed under this 
subpart may be transported in com-
merce only upon compliance with the 
applicable regulations. 

§ 590.905 Importation of restricted 
eggs. 

(a) No containers of restricted eggs 
other than checks or dirties will be im-
ported into the United States. The 
shipping containers of such eggs shall 
be identified with the name, address, 
and country of origin of the exporter, 
and the date of pack and the quality of 
the eggs (e.g., checks or dirties) pre-
ceded by the word ‘‘Imported’’ or the 
statement ‘‘Imported Restricted Eggs— 
For Processing Only In An Official 
USDA Plant,’’ or ‘‘Restricted Eggs— 
Not To Be Used As Human Food.’’ Such 
identification shall be legible and con-
spicuous. 

(b) For properly sealed and certified 
shipments of shell eggs for breaking at 
an official egg products plant, the con-
tainers need not be labeled, provided 
that the shipment is segregated and 
controlled upon arrival at the destina-
tion breaking plant. 

§ 590.910 Eligibility of foreign coun-
tries for importation of egg prod-
ucts into the United States. 

(a) Whenever it is determined by the 
Administrator that the system of egg 
products inspection maintained by any 
foreign country is such that the egg 

products produced in such country are 
processed, labeled, and packaged in ac-
cordance with, and otherwise comply 
with, the standards of the Act and 
these regulations including, but not 
limited to the same sanitary, proc-
essing, facility requirements, and Gov-
ernment inspection as required in 
§§ 590.500 through 590.580 applicable to 
inspected articles produced within the 
United States, notice of that fact will 
be given according to paragraph (b) of 
this section. Thereafter, egg products 
from such countries shall be eligible 
for importation into the United States 
subject to the provisions of this part 
and other applicable laws and regula-
tions. Such product must meet, to the 
extent applicable, the same standards 
and requirements that apply to com-
parable domestic product as set forth 
in these regulations. Egg products from 
foreign countries not deemed eligible 
in accordance with paragraph (b) of 
this section are not eligible for impor-
tation into the United States, except 
as provided by § 590.960. In determining 
if the inspection system of a foreign 
country is the equivalent of the system 
maintained in the United States, the 
Administrator shall review the inspec-
tion regulations of the foreign country 
and make a survey to determine the 
manner in which the inspection sys-
tems are administered within the for-
eign country. After approval of the in-
spection system of a foreign country, 
the Administrator may, as often and to 
the extent deemed necessary, authorize 
representatives of the Department to 
review the system to determine that it 
is maintained in such a manner as to 
be the equivalent of the system main-
tained by the United States. 

(b) A list of countries eligible to ex-
port egg products to the United States 
is maintained at http:// 
www.fsis.usda.gov/importlibrary. 

§ 590.915 Imported products; foreign 
inspection certificates required. 

(a) Except as provided in §§ 590.960 
and 590.965, each consignment imported 
into the United States must have an 
electronic foreign inspection certifi-
cation or a paper foreign inspection 
certificate issued by an official of the 
foreign government agency responsible 
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for the inspection and certification of 
the product. 

(b) An official of the foreign govern-
ment agency must certify that any 
product described on any official cer-
tificate was produced in accordance 
with the regulatory requirements of 
§ 590.910. 

(c) The electronic foreign inspection 
certification must be in English, be 
transmitted directly to FSIS before the 
product’s arrival at the official import 
inspection establishment and be avail-
able to inspection program personnel. 

(d) The paper foreign inspection cer-
tificate must accompany each consign-
ment; be submitted to inspection pro-
gram personnel at the official import 
inspection establishment; be in 
English; and bear the official seal of 
the foreign government responsible for 
the inspection of the product, and the 
name, title, and signature of the offi-
cial authorized to issue the inspection 
certificates for products imported into 
the United States. 

(e) The electronic foreign inspection 
certification and paper foreign inspec-
tion certificate must contain: 

(1) The date; 
(2) The foreign country of export and 

the producing foreign establishment 
number; 

(3) The species used to produce the 
product and the source country and 
foreign establishment number, if the 
source materials originate from a 
country other than the exporting coun-
try; 

(4) The product’s description includ-
ing the process category, the product 
category, and the product group; 

(5) The name and address of the im-
porter or consignee; 

(6) The name and address of the ex-
porter or consignor; 

(7) The number of units (pieces or 
containers) and the shipping or identi-
fication mark on the units; 

(8) The net weight of each lot; and 
(9) Any additional information the 

Administrator requests to determine 
whether the product is eligible to be 
imported into the United States. 

§ 590.920 Import inspection applica-
tion. 

(a) Applicants must submit an im-
port inspection application to apply for 

the inspection of any product offered 
for entry. Applicants may apply for in-
spection using a paper or electronic ap-
plication form. 

(b) Import inspection applications for 
each consignment must be submitted 
(electronically or on paper) to FSIS in 
advance of the shipment’s arrival at 
the official import establishment 
where the product will be reinspected, 
but no later than when the entry is 
filed with U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 

(c) The provisions of this section do 
not apply to products that are exempt-
ed from inspection by §§ 590.960 and 
590.965. 

§ 590.925 Inspection of egg products of-
fered for entry. 

(a)(1) Except as provided in §§ 590.960 
and 590.965 and paragraph (b) of this 
section, egg products offered for entry 
from any foreign country must be rein-
spected at an official import inspection 
establishment or official plant by in-
spection program personnel before they 
may be allowed entry into the United 
States. 

(2) Every lot of product must rou-
tinely be given visual reinspection by 
inspection program personnel for ap-
pearance and condition and be checked 
for certification and label compliance 
as provided in §§ 590.915, 590.950, and 
590.955. 

(3) Inspection program personnel 
must consult the electronic inspection 
system for reinspection instructions. 
The electronic inspection system will 
assign reinspection levels and proce-
dures based on established sampling 
plans and established product and 
plant history. 

(b) Inspection program personnel 
may take, without cost to the United 
States, from each consignment of egg 
product offered for entry, such samples 
of the products as are deemed nec-
essary to determine the eligibility of 
the products for entry into commerce 
of the United States. 

§ 590.930 Egg products offered for 
entry, retention in customs custody; 
delivery under bond; movement 
prior to inspection; handling; equip-
ment and assistance. 

(a) No egg products required by this 
subpart to be inspected will be released 
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