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not earlier than seven days after the
date of filing the closure notice for
public inspection at the Office of the
Federal Register. The fishery will re-
main closed until such time that a co-
ordinated approach to management is
developed and regulations are imple-
mented that ensures catch in both Fed-
eral and territorial waters can be
maintained at levels that allow the
stock to rebuild or the rebuilding plan
is modified based on the best scientific
information available.

(d) On and after the date the fishery
is closed as specified in paragraphs (b)
or (c) of this section, fishing for and
possession of Mariana bottomfish MUS
is prohibited in the Guam Management
Subarea, except as otherwise author-
ized by law.

(e) On and after the date the fishery
is closed as specified in paragraphs (b)
or (c) of this section, sale, offering for
sale, and purchase of any Mariana
bottomfish MUS caught in the Guam
Management Subarea is prohibited.

[87 FR 9272, Feb. 18, 2022]
§§665.410-665.419 [Reserved]

§665.420 Mariana coral reef ecosystem
fisheries. [Reserved]

§665.421 Definitions.

As used in §§665.420 through 665.439,
Mariana coral reef ecosystem component
species (Mariana coral reef ECS) are
those species identified in the Mari-
anas Archipelago FEP and are not de-
fined as MUS or another ECS in this
subpart.

[84 FR 2774, Feb. 8, 2019]

§665.422 Management area.

The Mariana coral reef management
area consists of the U.S. EEZ around
Guam and the offshore area of the
CNMI or that portion of the U.S. EEZ
around CNMI between three nautical
miles offshore and the outer boundary
of the U.S. EEZ. The inner boundary of
the management area is the seaward
boundaries of the Territory of Guam,
and a line three nautical miles seaward
from the shoreline of CNMI. The outer
boundary of the management area is
the outer boundary of the U.S. EEZ or
adjacent international maritime
boundaries. The CNMI and Guam man-

§665.424

agement area is divided by a line inter-
secting these two points: 148° E. long.,
12° N. lat., and 142° E. long., 16° N. lat.

§665.423 Relation to other laws.

To ensure consistency between the
management regimes of different Fed-
eral agencies with shared management
responsibilities of fishery resources
within the Mariana coral reef eco-
system management area, fishing for
Mariana coral reef ECS is not allowed
within the boundary of a National
Wildlife Refuge unless specifically au-
thorized by the USFWS, regardless of
whether that refuge was established by
action of the President or the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

[84 FR 2774, Feb. 8, 2019]

§665.424 Permits and fees.

(a) Applicability. Unless otherwise
specified in this subpart, §665.13 applies
to coral reef ecosystem permits.

(1) Special permit. Any person of the
United States fishing for, taking or re-
taining Mariana coral reef ECS must
have a special permit if they, or a ves-
sel which they operate, is used to fish
for any:

(i) Mariana coral reef ecosystem
MUS ECS in low-use MPAs as defined
in §665.399;

(ii) Mariana coral reef ECS in the
coral reef ecosystem management area;
or

(iii) Mariana coral reef ECS in the
Mariana coral reef ecosystem manage-
ment area with any gear not specifi-
cally allowed in this subpart.

(2) Transshipment permit. A receiving
vessel must be registered for use with a
transshipment permit if that vessel is
used in the Mariana coral reef eco-
system management area to land or
transship any Mariana coral reef ECS
harvested within low-use MPAs.

(3) Exceptions. The following persons
are not required to have a permit under
this section:

(i) Any person issued a permit to fish
under any FEP who incidentally
catches Mariana coral reef ECS while
fishing for bottomfish MUS or ECS,
crustacean ECS, western Pacific pe-
lagic MUS, precious coral ECS, or sea-
mount groundfish MUS.

(ii) Any person fishing for Mariana
coral reef ECS outside of an MPA, who
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