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§2556.700

Subpart H—Restrictions and Prohi-
bitions on Political Activities
and Lobbying

§2556.700 Who is covered by this sub-
part?

(a) All VISTASs, including leaders and
summer associates, are subject to this
subpart.

(b) All employees of VISTA sponsors
and subrecipients whose salaries or
other compensation are paid, in whole
or in part, with VISTA grant assist-
ance are subject to this subpart.

(c) All VISTA sponsors and subrecipi-
ents are subject to this subpart.

§2556.705 What is prohibited political
activity?

For purposes of the regulations in
this subpart, ‘‘prohibited political ac-
tivity” means an activity directed to-
ward the success or failure of a polit-
ical party, candidate for partisan polit-
ical office, or partisan political group.

§2556.710 What political activities are
YI?STAS prohibited from engaging
in?

(a) A VISTA may not use their offi-
cial authority or influence to interfere
with or affect the result of an election.

(b) A VISTA may not use their offi-
cial authority or influence to coerce
any individual to participate in polit-
ical activity.

(c) A VISTA may not use their offi-
cial VISTA program title while partici-
pating in prohibited political activity.

(d) A VISTA may not participate in
prohibited political activities in the
following circumstances:

(1) While they are on duty;

(2) While they are wearing an article
of clothing, logo, insignia, or other
similar item that identifies
AmeriCorps, the VISTA program, or
one of AmeriCorps’ other national serv-
ice programs;

(3) While they are in any room or
building occupied in the discharge of
VISTA duties by an individual em-
ployed by the sponsor; and

(4) While using a vehicle owned or
leased by a sponsor or subrecipient, or
while using a privately-owned vehicle
in the discharge of VISTA duties.
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§2556.715 What political activities may
a VISTA participate in?

(a) Provided that paragraph (b) of
this section is fully adhered to, a
VISTA may:

(1) Express their opinion privately
and publicly on political subjects;

(2) Be politically active in connection
with a question that is not specifically
identified with a political party, such
as a constitutional amendment, ref-
erendum, approval of a municipal ordi-
nance, or any other question or issue of
similar character;

(3) Participate in the nonpartisan ac-
tivities of a civic, community, social,
labor, professional, or similar organiza-
tion; and

(4) Participate fully in public affairs,
except as prohibited by other Federal
law, in a manner that does not com-
promise their efficiency or integrity as
a VISTA, or compromise the neu-
trality, efficiency, or integrity of
AmeriCorps or the VISTA program.

(b) A VISTA may participate in polit-
ical activities set forth in paragraph
(a) of this section as long as such par-
ticipation:

(1) Does not interfere with the per-
formance of, or availability to perform,
their assigned VISTA project duties;

(2) Does not interfere with their pro-
vision of service in the VISTA pro-
gram;

(3) Does not involve any use of
VISTA assistance, resources or funds;

(4) Would not result in the identifica-
tion of the VISTA as being a partici-
pant in or otherwise associated with
the VISTA program;

(5) Is not conducted during scheduled
VISTA service hours; and

(6) Does not interfere with the full-
time commitment to remain available
for VISTA service without regard to
regular working hours, at all times
during periods of service, except for au-
thorized periods of leave.

§2556.720 May VISTAs participate in
political organizations?

(a) Provided that paragraph (b) of
this section is fully adhered to, and in
accordance with the prohibitions set
forth in §2556.710, a VISTA may:

(1) Be a member of a political party
or other political group and participate
in its activities;
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