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Subpart A—General Information

§2556.1 What is the purpose of the
VISTA program?

(a) The purpose of the VISTA pro-
gram is to strengthen and supplement
efforts to eliminate and alleviate pov-
erty and poverty-related problems
throughout the United States and cer-
tain U.S. territories. To effect this pur-
pose, the VISTA program encourages
and enables individuals from all walks
of life to join VISTA to perform, on a
full-time basis, meaningful and con-
structive service to assist in the solu-
tion of poverty and poverty-related
problems and secure opportunities for
self-advancement of persons afflicted
by such problems.

(b) The VISTA program objectives
are to:

(1) Generate private sector resources;

(2) Encourage volunteer service at
the local level;

(3) Support efforts by local agencies
and community organizations to
achieve long-term sustainability of
projects; and

(4) Strengthen local agencies and
community organizations to carry out
the purpose of the VISTA program.

§2556.3 Who should read this part?

This part may be of interest to:

(a) Private nonprofit organizations,
public nonprofit organizations, State
government agencies, local govern-
ment agencies, Federal agencies, and
Tribal government agencies who are
participating in the VISTA program as
sponsors, or who are interested in par-
ticipating in the VISTA program as
sponsors.

(b) Individuals 18 and older who are
serving as a VISTA, or who are inter-
ested in serving as a VISTA.

§2556.5 What definitions apply in this
part?

Act or DVSA means the Domestic
Volunteer Service Act of 1973, as
amended, Public Law 93-113 (42 U.S.C.
4951 et seq.).

Alternative oath or affirmation means
a pledge of VISTA service taken by an
individual who legally resides within a
State, but who is not a citizen or na-
tional of the United States, upon that
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