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§2551.41

hearing before an impartial hearing of-
ficer, who has been agreed to by the re-
cipient and AmeriCorps; and

(4) Assistance under the Act shall not
be terminated for failure to comply
with applicable terms and conditions
unless the recipient has been afforded
reasonable notice and opportunity for a
full and fair hearing.

(b) Hearings or other meetings as
may be necessary to fulfill the require-
ments of this section should, to the ex-
tent practicable, be held in locations
convenient to the recipient agency.

(c) The procedures for suspension,
termination, and denial of refunding,
that apply to the Senior Companion
Program are specified in 45 CFR Part
1206.

[64 FR 14115, Mar. 24, 1999. Redesignated at 72
FR 48583, Aug. 24, 2007; 83 FR 64645, Dec. 17,
2018]

Subpart D—Senior Companion Eli-
gibility, Status, and Cost Reim-
bursements

§2551.41 Who is eligible to be a Senior
Companion?

(a) To be a Senior Companion, an in-
dividual must:

(1) Be 55 years of age or older; and

(2) In order to receive a stipend, have
an income that is within the income
eligibility guidelines specified in this
subpart D.

(b) Eligibility to serve as a Senior
Companion shall not be restricted on
the basis of formal education, experi-
ence, race, color, national origin in-
cluding limited English proficiency,
gender, age, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, gender identity or ex-
pression, political affiliation, marital
or parental status, or military service.

[64 FR 14115, Mar. 24, 1999, as amended at 74
FR 46508, Sept. 10, 2009; 83 FR 64645, Dec. 17,
2018]

§2551.42 What types of criminal con-
victions or other adjudications dis-
qualify an individual from serving
as a Senior Companion or as a Sen-
ior Companion grant-funded em-
ployee?

Any individual who is registered, or
who is required to be registered, on a
State sex offender registry, or who has
been convicted of murder, as defined

45 CFR Ch. XXV (10-1-24 Edition)

under Federal law in section 1111 of
title 18, United States Code, is deemed
unsuitable for, and may not serve in, a
position as a Senior Companion or as a
Senior Companion grant-funded em-
ployee.

[74 FR 46508, Sept. 10, 2009]

§2551.43 What income guidelines gov-
ern eligibility to serve as a
stipended Senior Companion?

(a) To receive a stipend, a Senior
Companion may not have an annual in-
come from all sources, after deducting
allowable medical expenses, which ex-
ceeds the program’s income eligibility
guideline for the State in which he or
she resides. The income eligibility
guideline for each State is 200 percent
of the poverty line, as set forth in 42
U.S.C. 9902 (2).

(b) For applicants to become
stipended Senior Companions, income
is based on annual income at the time
of application. For serving stipended
Senior Companions, annual income is
counted for the past 12 months. Annual
income includes the applicant or en-
rollee’s income and that of his/her
spouse, if the spouse lives in the same
residence, as calculated in §2551.44.

(c) Allowable medical expenses are
annual out-of-pocket medical expenses
for health insurance premiums, health
care services, and medications provided
to the applicant, enrollee, or spouse
which were not and will not be paid by
Medicare, Medicaid, other insurance,
or other third party payor, and which
do not exceed 50 percent of the applica-
ble income guideline.

(d) Applicants whose income is not
more than 100 percent of the poverty
line shall be given special consider-
ation for enrollment.

(e) Once enrolled, a Senior Com-
panion shall remain eligible to serve
and to receive a stipend so long as his
or her income, does not exceed the ap-
plicable income eligibility guideline by
20 percent.

[64 FR 14115, Mar. 24, 1999, as amended at 67
FR 60998, Sept. 27, 2002; 69 FR 20830, Apr. 19,
2004; Redesignated at 72 FR 48584, Aug. 24,
2007; 74 FR 46508, Sept. 10, 2009; 83 FR 64646,
Dec. 17, 2018; 89 FR 70541, Aug. 30, 2024]
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