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not recently received an AmeriCorps 
grant? 

2521.90 If I am a new or replacement legal 
applicant for an existing program, what 
will my matching requirements be? 

2521.95 To what extent may I use grant 
funds for administrative costs? 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 12571–12595. 

SOURCE: 59 FR 13794, Mar. 23, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 2521 appear at 89 FR 46033, May 28, 2024; 
89 FR 66615, Aug. 16, 2024. 

§ 2521.5 What definitions apply to this 
part? 

AmeriCorps means the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, es-
tablished pursuant to section 191 of the 
National and Community Service Act 
of 1990, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 12651, 
which operates as AmeriCorps. 

You. For this part, you refers to the 
grantee, unless otherwise noted. 

[70 FR 39598, July 8, 2005, as amended at 89 
FR 46033, May 28, 2024] 

§ 2521.10 Who may apply to receive an 
AmeriCorps subtitle C grant? 

(a) States (including Territories), 
subdivisions of States, Indian tribes, 
public or private nonprofit organiza-
tions (including religious organizations 
and labor organizations), and institu-
tions of higher education are eligible 
to apply for AmeriCorps subtitle C 
grants. However, the fifty States, the 
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico 
must first receive AmeriCorps author-
ization for the use of a State Commis-
sion or alternative administrative or 
transitional entity pursuant to part 
2550 of this chapter in order to be eligi-
ble. 

(b) AmeriCorps may also enter into 
contracts or cooperative agreements 
for AmeriCorps assistance with Federal 
agencies that are Executive Branch 
agencies or departments. Bureaus, divi-
sions, and local and regional offices of 
such departments and agencies may 
only receive assistance pursuant to a 
contract or agreement with the central 
department or agency. The require-
ments relating to Federal agencies are 
described in part 2523 of this chapter. 

[59 FR 13794, Mar. 23, 1994, as amended at 67 
FR 45360, July 9, 2002] 

§ 2521.20 What types of AmeriCorps 
subtitle C program grants are avail-
able for award? 

AmeriCorps may make the following 
types of grants to eligible applicants. 
The requirements of this section will 
also apply to any State or other appli-
cant receiving assistance under this 
part that proposes to conduct a grant 
program using the assistance to sup-
port other national or community serv-
ice programs. 

(a) Planning grants—(1) Purpose. The 
purpose of a planning grant is to assist 
an applicant in completing the plan-
ning necessary to implement a sound 
concept that has already been devel-
oped. 

(2) Eligibility. (i) States may apply di-
rectly to AmeriCorps for planning 
grants. 

(ii) Subdivisions of States, Indian 
Tribes, public or private nonprofit or-
ganizations (including religious organi-
zations and labor organizations), and 
institutions of higher education may 
apply either to a State or directly to 
AmeriCorps for planning grants. 

(3) Duration. A planning grant will be 
negotiated for a term not to exceed one 
year. 

(b) Operational grants—(1) Purpose. 
The purpose of an operational grant is 
to fund an organization that is ready to 
establish, operate, or expand an 
AmeriCorps program. An operational 
grant may include AmeriCorps edu-
cational awards. An operational grant 
may also include a short planning pe-
riod of up to six months, if necessary, 
to implement a program. 

(2) Eligibility. (i) States may apply di-
rectly to AmeriCorps for operational 
grants. 

(ii) Subdivisions of States, Indian 
Tribes, public or private nonprofit or-
ganizations (including religious organi-
zations and labor organizations), and 
institutions of higher education may 
apply either to a State or directly to 
AmeriCorps for operational grants. 
AmeriCorps may limit the categories 
of applicants eligible to apply directly 
to AmeriCorps for assistance under 
this section consistent with its Na-
tional priorities. 

(3) Duration. An operational grant 
will be negotiated for a term not to ex-
ceed three years. Within a three-year 
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1 The United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

2 The amount allotted as a grant to each 
such territory or possession is equal to the 
ratio of each such Territory’s population to 
the population of all such territories multi-
plied by the amount of the one percent set- 
aside. 

term, renewal funding will be contin-
gent upon periodic assessment of pro-
gram quality, progress to date, and 
availability of Congressional appro-
priations. 

(c) Replication Grants. AmeriCorps 
may provide assistance for the replica-
tion of an existing national service pro-
gram to another geographical location. 

(d) Training, technical assistance and 
other special grants—(1) Purpose. The 
purpose of these grants is to ensure 
broad access to AmeriCorps programs 
for all Americans, including those with 
disabilities; support disaster relief ef-
forts; assist efforts to secure private 
support for programs through chal-
lenge grants; and ensure program qual-
ity by supporting technical assistance 
and training programs. 

(2) Eligibility. Eligibility varies and is 
detailed under 45 CFR part 2524, 
‘‘Technical Assistance and Other Spe-
cial Grants.’’ 

(3) Duration. Grants will be nego-
tiated for a renewable term of up to 
three years. 

[59 FR 13794, Mar. 23, 1994, as amended at 67 
FR 45360, July 9, 2002] 

§ 2521.30 How will AmeriCorps subtitle 
C program grants be awarded? 

In any fiscal year, AmeriCorps will 
award AmeriCorps subtitle C program 
grants as follows: 

(a) Grants to State Applicants. (1) For 
the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘State’’ means the fifty States, Puerto 
Rico, and the District of Columbia. 

(2) One-third of the funds available 
under this part and a corresponding al-
lotment of AmeriCorps educational 
awards, as specified by AmeriCorps, 
will be distributed according to a popu-
lation-based formula to the 50 States, 
Puerto Rico and the District of Colum-
bia if they have applications approved 
by AmeriCorps. 

(3) At least one-third of funds avail-
able under this part and an appropriate 
number of AmeriCorps awards, as de-
termined by AmeriCorps, will be 
awarded to States on a competitive 
basis. In order to receive these funds, a 
State must receive funds under para-
graphs (a)(2) or (b)(1) of this section in 
the same fiscal year. 

(4) In making subgrants with funds 
awarded by formula or competition 

under paragraphs (a)(2) or (3) of this 
section, a State must ensure that a 
minimum of 50 percent of funds going 
to States will be used for programs 
that operate in the areas of need or on 
Federal or other public lands, and that 
place a priority on recruiting partici-
pants who are residents in high need 
areas, or on Federal or other public 
lands. AmeriCorps may waive this re-
quirement for an individual State if at 
least 50 percent of the total amount of 
assistance to all States will be used for 
such programs. 

(b) Grants to Applicants other than 
States. (1) One percent of available 
funds will be distributed to the U.S. 
Territories 1 that have applications ap-
proved by AmeriCorps according to a 
population-based formula. 2 

(2) One percent of available funds will 
be reserved for distribution to Indian 
tribes on a competitive basis. 

(3) AmeriCorps will use any funds 
available under this part remaining 
after the award of the grants described 
in paragraphs (a) and (b)(1) and (2) of 
this section to make direct competi-
tive grants to subdivisions of States, 
Indian tribes, public or private non-
profit organizations (including reli-
gious organizations and labor organiza-
tions), institutions of higher education, 
and Federal agencies. No more than 
one-third of the these remaining funds 
may be awarded to Federal agencies. 

(c) Allocation of AmeriCorps edu-
cational awards only. AmeriCorps will 
determine on an annual basis the ap-
propriate number of educational 
awards to make available for eligible 
applicants who have not applied for 
program assistance. 

(d) Effect of States’ or Territories’ fail-
ure to apply. If a State or U.S. Terri-
tory does not apply for or fails to give 
adequate notice of its intent to apply 
for a formula-based grant as announced 
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