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any event within five working days of
receipt by LSC, giving the best esti-
mate then available. The notification
shall offer the requester the oppor-
tunity to confer with appropriate rep-
resentatives of LLSC for the purpose of
reformulating the request so as to
meet the needs of the requester at a re-
duced cost. The request will not be
deemed to have been received by LSC
for purposes of the initial 20-day re-
sponse period until the requester
makes a deposit on the fee in an
amount determined by LSC.

(j) Interest may be charged to those
requesters who fail to pay the fees
charged. Interest will be assessed on
the amount billed, starting on the 31st
day following the day on which the
billing was sent. The rate charged will
be as prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717.

(k) If LLSC reasonably believes that a
requester or group of requesters is at-
tempting to break a request into a se-
ries of requests for the purpose of evad-
ing the assessment of fees, LSC shall
aggregate such requests and charge ac-
cordingly. Likewise, LSC will aggre-
gate multiple requests for documents
received from the same requester with-
in 45 days.

§1602.15 Submitter’s rights process.

(a) When LSC receives a FOIA re-
quest seeking the release of confiden-
tial commercial information, LSC shall
provide prompt written notice of the
request to the submitter in order to af-
ford the submitter an opportunity to
object to the disclosure of the re-
quested confidential commercial infor-
mation. The notice shall reasonably de-
scribe the confidential commercial in-
formation requested, inform the sub-
mitter of the process required by para-
graph (b) of this section, and provide a
reasonable time period for the sub-
mitter to respond.

(b) If a submitter who has received
notice of a request for the submitter’s
confidential commercial information
wishes to object to the disclosure of
the confidential commercial informa-
tion, the submitter must provide LSC
within the time period set forth in the
notice, a detailed written statement
identifying the information which it
objects. The submitter must send its
objections to the Office of Legal Affairs
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or, if it pertains to Office of Inspector
General records, to the Office of In-
spector General, and must specify the
grounds for withholding the informa-
tion under FOIA or this part. In par-
ticular, the submitter must dem-
onstrate why the information is com-
mercial or financial information that
is privileged or confidential. If the sub-
mitter fails to respond to the notice
from LSC within the time period speci-
fied in the notice, LSC will deem the
submitter to have no objection to the
disclosure of the information.

(c) Upon receipt of written objection
to disclosure by a submitter, LSC shall
consider the submitter’s objections and
specific grounds for withholding in de-
ciding whether to release the disputed
information. Whenever LSC decides to
disclose information over the objection
of the submitter, LSC shall give the
submitter written notice which shall
include:

(1) A description of the information
to be released and a notice that LSC
intends to release the information;

(2) A statement of the reason(s) why
the submitter’s request for withholding
is being rejected; and

(3) A specified disclosure date, which
must be a reasonable time after the no-
tice.

(d) The requirements of this section
shall not apply if:

(1) LLSC determines upon initial re-
view of the requested confidential com-
mercial information that the requested
information should not be disclosed;

(2) The information has been pre-
viously published or officially made
available to the public; or

(3) Disclosure of the information is
required by statute (other than FOIA)
or LLSC’s regulations.

(e) Whenever a requester files a law-
suit seeking to compel disclosure of a
submitter’s information, LSC shall
promptly notify the submitter.

(f) Whenever LSC provides a sub-
mitter with notice and opportunity to
oppose disclosure under this section,
LSC shall notify the requester that the
submitter’s rights process under this
section has been triggered. Likewise,
whenever a submitter files a lawsuit
seeking to prevent the disclosure of the
submitter’s information, LSC shall no-
tify the requester.
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