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victim/beneficiary requests to be
placed based on his or her sex assigned
at birth, ACF requires that the pro-
vider will place the individual in ac-
cordance with that request, consistent
with health, safety, and privacy con-
cerns of the individual. ACF also re-
quires that a provider will not make an
assignment or re-assignment of the
transgender or gender nonconforming
individual based on complaints of an-
other person when the sole stated basis
of the complaint is a victim/client or
potential victim/client’s non-conform-
ance with gender stereotypes or sex, in-
cluding gender identity.

(b) An organization that participates
in programs funded through the
FVPSA shall not, in providing services,
discriminate against a program bene-
ficiary or prospective program bene-
ficiary on the basis of religion, a reli-
gious belief, a refusal to hold a reli-
gious belief, or a refusal to attend or
participate in a religious practice.

(1) Dietary practices dictated by par-
ticular religious beliefs may require
reasonable accommodation in cooking
or feeding arrangements for particular
beneficiaries as practicable. Addition-
ally, other forms of religious practice
may require reasonable accommoda-
tion including, but not limited to, shel-
ters that have cleaning schedules may
need to account for a survivor’s reli-
gion which prohibits him/her from
working on religious holidays.

(c) No person shall on the ground of
actual or perceived sexual orientation
be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be subject to
discrimination under, any program or
activity funded in whole or in part
through FVPSA.

(1) All programs must take into ac-
count participants’ needs and be inclu-
sive and not stigmatize participants
based on actual or perceived sexual ori-
entation.

(d) All FVPSA-funded services must
be provided without requiring docu-
mentation of immigration status be-
cause HHS has determined that
FVPSA-funded services do not fall
within the definition of federal public
benefit that would require verification
of immigration status.

(e) Grantees and subgrantees should
create a plan to ensure effective com-
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munication and equal access, includ-
ing:

(1) How to identify and communicate
with individuals with Limited English
Proficiency, and how to identify and
properly use qualified interpretation
and translation services, and taglines;
and

(2) How to take appropriate steps to
ensure that communications with ap-
plicants, participants, beneficiaries,
members of the public, and companions
with disabilities are as effective as
communications with others; and fur-
nish appropriate auxiliary aids and
services where necessary to afford
qualified individuals with disabilities,
including applicants, participants,
beneficiaries, and members of the pub-
lic, an equal opportunity to participate
in, and enjoy the benefits of, a service,
program, or activity. Auxiliary aids
and services include qualified inter-
preters and large print materials.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be
construed to invalidate or limit the
rights, remedies, procedures, or legal
standards available to individuals
under other applicable law.

(g) The Secretary shall enforce the
provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section in accordance with section
602 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000d-1). Section 603 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d-2)
shall apply with respect to any action
taken by the Secretary to enforce this
section.

§1370.6 What requirements for reports
and evaluations apply to these pro-
grams?

Each entity receiving a grant or con-
tract under these programs shall sub-
mit a performance report to the Sec-
retary at such time as required by the
Secretary. Such performance report
shall describe the activities that have
been carried out, contain an evaluation
of the effectiveness of such activities,
and provide such additional informa-
tion as the Secretary may require. Ter-
ritorial governments which consolidate
FVPSA funds with other HHS funds in
a Consolidated Block Grant pursuant
to 45 CFR part 97 are not required to
submit annual FVPSA performance
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progress reports and programmatic as-
surances if FVPSA funds are not des-
ignated in the consolidation applica-
tion for FVPSA purposes. If a terri-
torial government either does not con-
solidate FVPSA funds with other HHS
funds or does consolidate but indicates
that FVPSA funds will be used for
FVPSA purposes, the territorial gov-
ernment must submit an annual
FVPSA performance progress report
and programmatic assurances to
FYSB.

Subpart B—State and Indian Tribal
Grants

§1370.10 What additional require-
ments apply to State and Indian
Tribal grants?

(a) These grants assist States and
Tribes to support the establishment,
maintenance, and expansion of pro-
grams and projects to prevent inci-
dents of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence; to provide
immediate shelter, supportive services,
and access to community-based pro-
grams for victims of family violence,
domestic violence, or dating violence,
and their dependents; and to provide
specialized services for children ex-
posed to family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence, including vic-
tims who are members of underserved
populations. States must consult with
and provide for the participation of
State Domestic Violence Coalitions
and Tribal Coalitions in the planning
and monitoring of the distribution and
administration of subgrant programs
and projects. At a minimum to further
FVPSA requirements, States and State
Domestic Violence Coalitions will
work together to determine grant pri-
orities based upon jointly identified
needs; to identify strategies to address
needs; to define mutual expectations
regarding programmatic performance
and monitoring; and to implement an
annual collaboration plan that incor-
porates concrete steps for accom-
plishing these tasks. If States also fund
State Domestic Violence Coalitions to
provide training, technical assistance,
or other programming, nothing in this
rule is intended to conflict with State
contracting requirements regarding
conflicts of interest but rather that

45 CFR Ch. XIII (10-1-24 Edition)

this rule’s requirements should be in-
terpreted to complement States’ con-
tracting and procurement laws and reg-
ulations. States must involve commu-
nity-based organizations that pri-
marily serve underserved populations,
including culturally- and linguis-
tically-specific populations, to deter-
mine how such populations can assist
the States in serving the unmet needs
of underserved populations and
culturally- and linguistically-specific
populations. Tribes should be involved
in these processes where appropriate,
but this rule is not intended to en-
croach upon Tribal sovereignty. States
also must consult with and provide for
the participation of State Domestic Vi-
olence Coalitions and Tribal Coalitions
in State planning and coordinate such
planning with needs assessments to
identify service gaps or problems and
develop appropriate responsive plans
and programs. Similar coordination
and collaboration processes for Tribes
and State Domestic Violence Coali-
tions are expected when feasible and
appropriate with deference to Tribal
sovereignty as previously indicated.

(b) A State application must be sub-
mitted by the Chief Executive of the
State and signed by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer or the Chief Program Offi-
cial designated as responsible for the
administration of FVPSA. Each appli-
cation must contain the following in-
formation or documentation:

(1) The name of the State agency, the
name and contact information for the
Chief Program Official designated as
responsible for the administration of
funds under FVPSA and coordination
of related programs within the State,
and the name and contact information
for a contact person if different from
the Chief Program Official;

(2) A plan describing in detail how
the needs of underserved populations
will be met, including:

(i) Identification of which popu-
lations in the State are underserved, a
description of those that are being tar-
geted for outreach and services, and a
brief explanation of why those popu-
lations were selected to receive out-
reach and services, including how often
the State revisits the identification
and selection of the populations to be
served with FVPSA funding. States
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