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agency must also consult with the
child to provide an opportunity to
voice any concerns related to place-
ment.

(g) Compliance with privacy laws. The
title IV-E/IV-B agency must comply
with all applicable privacy laws, in-
cluding section 471(a)(8) of the Act and
45 CFR 205.50, in all aspects of its im-
plementation of this section. Informa-
tion that reveals a child’s LGBTQI+
status or identity may only be dis-
closed in accordance with law and any
such disclosure must be the minimum
necessary to accomplish the legally-
permitted purposes.

(h) Training and notification require-
ments. In addition to meeting the re-
quirements of paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of
this section, the title IV-E-/IV-B agen-
cy must:

(1) Ensure that its employees who
have responsibility for placing children
in foster care, making placement deci-
sions, or providing services:

(i) Are trained to implement the pro-
cedural requirements of this section;
and

(ii) Are adequately prepared with the
appropriate knowledge and skills to
serve an LGBTQI+ child related to
their sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, and gender expression.

(2) Ensure that all its contractors
and subrecipients who have responsi-
bility for placing children in foster
care, making placement decisions, or
providing services are informed of the
procedural requirements to comply
with this section, including the re-
quired non-retaliation provisions out-
lined in paragraph (d) of this section.

(3) Ensure that all placement pro-
viders are informed of the procedural
requirements to comply with this sec-
tion, including the required non-retal-
iation provision outlined in paragraph
(d) of this section.

(i) Protections for religious freedom,
conscience, and free speech. Insofar as
the application of any requirement
under this section would violate appli-
cable Federal protections for religious
freedom, conscience, and free speech,
such application shall not be required.

(j) No penalties for providers that do
not seek to qualify as Designated Place-
ments. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require or authorize a
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State or Tribe to penalize a provider in
the titles IV-E or IV-B programs be-
cause the provider does not seek or is
determined not to qualify as a Des-
ignated Placement under this section.

(k) Severability. Any provision of this
section held to be invalid or unenforce-
able as applied to any person or cir-
cumstance shall be construed so as to
continue to give the maximum effect
to the provision permitted by law, in-
cluding as applied to persons not simi-
larly situated or to dissimilar cir-
cumstances, unless such holding is that
the provision of this section is invalid
and unenforceable in all cir-
cumstances, in which event the provi-
sion shall be severable from the re-
mainder of this section and shall not
affect the remainder thereof.

(1) Implementation. Title IV-E/IV-B
agencies must follow the requirements
of this section beginning on October 1,
2026.

(m) No effect on more protective laws or
policies. Nothing in this section shall
limit any State, Tribe, or local govern-
ment from imposing or enforcing, as a
matter of law or policy, requirements
that provide greater protection to
LGBTQI+ children than this section
provides.

[89 FR 34859, Apr. 30, 2024]

§1355.25 Principles of child and family
services.

The following principles, most often
identified by practitioners and others
as helping to assure effective services
for children, youth, and families,
should guide the States and Indian
Tribes in developing, operating, and
improving the continuum of child and
family services.

(a) The safety and well-being of chil-
dren and of all family members is para-
mount. When safety can be assured,
strengthening and preserving families
is seen as the best way to promote the
healthy development of children. One
important way to keep children safe is
to stop violence in the family including
violence against their mothers.

(b) Services are focused on the family
as a whole; service providers work with
families as partners in identifying and
meeting individual and family needs;
family strengths are identified, en-
hanced, respected, and mobilized to
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help families solve the problems which
compromise their functioning and well-
being.

(c) Services promote the healthy de-
velopment of children and youth, pro-
mote permanency for all children and
help prepare youth emancipating from
the foster care system for self-suffi-
ciency and independent living.

(d) Services may focus on prevention,
protection, or other short or long-term
interventions to meet the needs of the
family and the best interests and need
of the individual(s) who may be placed
in out-of-home care.

(e) Services are timely, flexible, co-
ordinated, and accessible to families
and individuals, principally delivered
in the home or the community, and are
delivered in a manner that is respectful
of and builds on the strengths of the
community and cultural groups.

(f) Services are organized as a con-
tinuum, designed to achieve measur-
able outcomes, and are linked to a wide
variety of supports and services which
can be crucial to meeting families’ and
children’s needs, for example, housing,
substance abuse treatment, mental
health, health, education, job training,
child care, and informal support net-
works.

(g) Most child and family services are
community-based, involve community
organizations, parents and residents in
their design and delivery, and are ac-
countable to the community and the
client’s needs.

(h) Services are intensive enough and
of sufficient duration to keep children
safe and meet family needs. The actual
level of intensity and length of time
needed to ensure safety and assist the
family may vary greatly between pre-
ventive (family support) and crisis
intervention services (family preserva-
tion), based on the changing needs of
children and families at various times
in their lives. A family or an individual
does not need to be in crisis in order to
receive services.

[61 FR 58654, Nov. 18, 1996]

§1355.30 Other applicable regulations.

Except as specified, the following
regulations are applicable to State and
Tribal programs funded under titles
IV-B and IV-E of the Act.

45 CFR Ch. XIII (10-1-24 Edition)

(a) 45 CFR Part 16—Procedures of the
Departmental Grant Appeals Board.

(b) 45 CFR Part 30—Claims Collec-
tion.

(c) 2 CFR part 376—Nonprocurement
Debarment and Suspension.

(d) 2 CFR part 382—Requirements for
Drug-Free Workplace (Financial As-
sistance).

(e) 45 CFR Part 80—Nondiscrimina-
tion Under Programs Receiving Fed-
eral Assistance Through the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Ef-
fectuation of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.

(f) 45 CFR Part 81—Practice and Pro-
cedure for Hearings Under Part 80 of
This Title.

(g) 45 CFR Part 84—Nondiscrimina-
tion on the Basis of Handicap in Pro-
grams and Activities Receiving Federal
Financial Assistance.

(h) 45 CFR Part 91—Nondiscrimina-
tion on the Basis of Age in HHS Pro-
grams or Activities Receiving Federal
Financial Assistance.

(i) 45 CFR part 75—Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements, Cost Principles,
and Audit Requirements for HHS
Awards. Part 75 of this title is applica-
ble to title IV-B programs and the
John H. Chafee Foster Care Independ-
ence Program under Section 477 of the
Act that are operated by States and/or
Tribes. Part 75 of this title is applica-
ble to title IV-E foster care and adop-
tion assistance programs operated by a
State title IV-E agency, except that
section 75.306 Cost sharing or matching
and section 75.341 Financial reporting
do not apply. Part 75 of this title is ap-
plicable to title IV-E foster care and
adoption assistance programs operated
by a Tribal title IV-E agency pursuant
to section 479B, except that section
75.341 and the sections specified in
§1356.68 do not apply to a Tribal title
IV-E agency.

(j) 45 CFR Part 93—New Restrictions
on Lobbying.

(k) 45 CFR part 95—General Adminis-
tration—Grant Programs (Public As-
sistance and Medical Assistance). Part
95 of this title is applicable to State
and Indian Tribe operated title IV-B
and title IV-E programs, except:

(1) Notwithstanding 45 CFR 95.1(a),
subpart A, Time Limits for States to
File Claims, does not apply to State
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