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§1351.22

§1351.22 What additional require-
ments apply to these programs?

(a) Non-discriminatory and culturally
and linguistically sensitive services and
training. Service delivery and staff
training must comprehensively address
the individual strengths and needs of
youth as well as be language appro-
priate, gender appropriate (interven-
tions that are sensitive to the diverse
experiences of male, female, and
transgender youth and consistent with
the gender identity of participating
youth), and culturally sensitive and re-
spectful of the complex social identi-
ties of youth (i.e., race, ethnicity, na-
tionality, age, religion/spirituality,
gender identity/expression, sexual ori-
entation, socioeconomic status, phys-
ical or cognitive ability, language, be-
liefs, values, behavior patterns, or cus-
toms). No runaway youth or homeless
youth shall, on any of the foregoing
bases, be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be sub-
ject to discrimination under, any pro-
gram or activity funded in whole or in
part under the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act.

(1) The criteria that grantees adopt
to determine eligibility for the pro-
gram, or any activity or service, may
include an assessment of the needs of
each applicant, and the health and
safety of other beneficiaries, among
other factors.

(2) [Reserved]

(b) Medical, psychiatric or psycho-
logical treatment. No youth shall be sub-
ject to medical, psychiatric, or psycho-
logical treatment without the consent
of the youth and, for youth under the
age of emancipation in their state of
residence, consent of a parent or guard-
ian, if required by state law.

(c) Conflict of interest. Employees or
individuals participating in a program
or project under the Act shall not use
their positions for a purpose that is, or
gives the appearance of being, moti-
vated by a desire for private gain for
themselves or others, particularly
those with whom they have family,
business or other ties.
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§1351.23 What are the additional re-
quirements that apply to the Basic
Center, Transitional Living and
Street Outreach Program grants?

To improve the administration of
these Runaway and Homeless Youth
Programs by increasing the capacity of
Runaway and Homeless Youth projects
to deliver services, by improving their
performance in delivering services, and
by providing for the evaluation of per-
formance:

(a) Grantees shall participate in tech-
nical assistance, monitoring, and
short-term training as a condition of
funding, as determined necessary by
HHS, in such areas as: Aftercare serv-
ices and counseling; background
checks; core competencies of youth
workers; core support services; crisis
intervention techniques; culturally and
linguistically sensitive services; par-
ticipation in or development of coordi-
nated networks of private nonprofit
agencies and/or public agencies to pro-
vide services; ethics and staff safety;
fiscal management; low cost commu-
nity alternatives for runaway or other-
wise homeless youth; positive youth
development; program management;
risk and protective factors related to
youth homelessness; screening and as-
sessment practices; shelter facility
staff development; special populations
(tribal youth; lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, questioning (LGBTQ), and
intersex youth; youth with disabilities;
youth victims of trafficking, sexual ex-
ploitation or sexual abuse); trauma and
the effects of trauma on youth; use of
evidence-based and evidence-informed
interventions; and youth and family
counseling. It is not a requirement
that every staff person receives train-
ing in every subject but all staff mem-
bers who work directly with youth
should receive training sufficient to
meet the stated core-competencies of
youth workers.

(b) Grantees shall coordinate their
activities with the 24-hour National
toll-free and Internet communication
system, which links Runaway and
Homeless Youth projects and other
service providers with runaway or oth-
erwise homeless youth, as appropriate
to the specific activities provided by
the grantee.
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