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(2) The Ombudsman has full author-
ity to determine the use of fiscal re-
sources appropriated or otherwise 
available for the operation of the Of-
fice; 

(3) Where local Ombudsman entities 
are designated, the Ombudsman ap-
proves the allocations of Federal and 
State funds to such entities, prior to 
any distribution of such funds, subject 
to applicable Federal and State laws 
and policies; and 

(4) The Ombudsman determines that 
program budgets and expenditures of 
the Office and local Ombudsman enti-
ties are consistent with laws, policies, 
and procedures governing the Ombuds-
man program. 

(l) State agency requirements of the Of-
fice. The State agency shall require the 
Office to: 

(1) Develop and provide final ap-
proval of an annual report as set forth 
in section 712(h)(1) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
3058g(h)(1)) and § 1324.13(g) and as other-
wise required by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Aging; 

(2) Analyze, comment on, and mon-
itor the development and implementa-
tion of Federal, State, and local laws, 
regulations, and other government 
policies and actions that pertain to 
long-term care facilities and services, 
and to the health, safety, welfare, and 
rights of residents, in the State, and 
recommend any changes in such laws, 
regulations, and policies as the Office 
determines to be appropriate; 

(3) Provide such information as the 
Office determines to be necessary to 
public and private agencies, legisla-
tors, the media, and other persons, re-
garding the problems and concerns of 
individuals residing in long-term care 
facilities; and recommendations re-
lated to such problems and concerns; 

(4) Establish procedures for the train-
ing of the representatives of the Office, 
as set forth in § 1324.13(c)(2); and 

(5) Coordinate Ombudsman program 
services with entities with responsibil-
ities relevant to the health, safety, 
welfare, and rights of residents of long- 
term care facilities, as set forth in 
§ 1324.13(h). 

§ 1324.17 Responsibilities of agencies 
hosting local Ombudsman entities. 

(a) The agency in which a local Om-
budsman entity is organizationally lo-
cated shall be responsible for the per-
sonnel management, but not the pro-
grammatic oversight, of representa-
tives, including employee and volun-
teer representatives, of the Office. 

(b) The agency in which a local Om-
budsman entity is organizationally lo-
cated shall not have personnel policies 
or practices which prohibit the rep-
resentatives of the Office from per-
forming the duties, or from adhering to 
the access, confidentiality, and disclo-
sure requirements of section 712 of the 
Act (42 U.S.C. 3058g), as implemented 
through this rule and the policies and 
procedures of the Office. 

(1) Policies, procedures, and prac-
tices, including personnel management 
practices of the host agency, which the 
Ombudsman determines conflict with 
the laws or policies governing the Om-
budsman program shall be sufficient 
grounds for the refusal, suspension, or 
removal of the designation of local Om-
budsman entity by the Ombudsman. 

(2) Nothing in this provision shall 
prohibit the host agency from requir-
ing that the representatives of the Of-
fice adhere to the personnel policies 
and procedures of the agency which are 
otherwise lawful. 

§ 1324.19 Duties of the representatives 
of the Office. 

In carrying out the duties of the Of-
fice, the Ombudsman may designate an 
entity as a local Ombudsman entity 
and may designate an employee or vol-
unteer of the local Ombudsman entity 
as a representative of the Office. Rep-
resentatives of the Office may also be 
designated employees or volunteers 
within the Office. 

(a) Duties. An individual so des-
ignated as a representative of the Of-
fice shall, in accordance with the poli-
cies and procedures established by the 
Office and the State agency: 

(1) Identify, investigate, and resolve 
complaints made by or on behalf of 
residents that relate to action, inac-
tion, or decisions, that may adversely 
affect the health, safety, welfare, or 
rights of the residents; 
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