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in Oklahoma, Alaska Native regions es-
tablished pursuant to the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.), and Indian allotments. 

Service provider, means an entity that 
is awarded funds, including via a grant, 
subgrant, contract, or subcontract, to 
provide direct services under the State 
or area plan. 

Severe disability, as used to carry out 
the provisions of the Act, means a se-
vere, chronic disability attributable to 
mental or physical impairment, or a 
combination of mental and physical 
impairments, that: 

(1) Is likely to continue indefinitely; 
and 

(2) Results in substantial functional 
limitation in three or more of the fol-
lowing major life activities: self-care, 
receptive and expressive language, 
learning, mobility, self-direction, ca-
pacity for independent living, eco-
nomic self-sufficiency, cognitive func-
tioning, and emotional adjustment. 

Single planning and service area State, 
means a State which was approved on 
or before October 1, 1980, as such and 
continues to operate as a single plan-
ning and service area. 

State, as used in this part, means one 
or more of the 50 States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Territories of Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, unless otherwise speci-
fied. 

State agency, as used in this part, 
means the designated State unit on 
aging for each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Territories 
of Guam, Puerto Rico, the United 
States Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, unless oth-
erwise specified. 

State plan administration, as used in 
this part, means funds used to carry 
out activities as set forth in section 307 
of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3027) and other ac-
tivities to fulfill the mission of the 
State agency as set forth in § 1321.5. 

Supplemental foods, as used in this 
part, means foods that assist with 
maintaining health, but do not alone 
constitute a meal. Supplemental foods 
include liquid nutrition supplements or 
enhancements to a meal, such as addi-

tional beverage or food items, and may 
be specified by State agency policies 
and procedures. Supplemental foods 
may be provided with a meal, or sepa-
rately, to older adults who participate 
in either congregate or home-delivered 
meal services. 

Voluntary contributions, as used in 
section 315(b) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
3030c–2(b)), means donations of money 
or other personal resources given free-
ly, without pressure or coercion, by in-
dividuals receiving services under the 
Act. 

Subpart B—State Agency 
Responsibilities 

§ 1321.5 Mission of the State agency. 

(a) The Act intends that the State 
agency shall be a leader on all aging 
issues on behalf of all older individuals 
and family caregivers in the State. The 
State agency shall proactively carry 
out a wide range of functions, includ-
ing advocacy, planning, coordination, 
inter-agency collaboration, informa-
tion sharing, training, monitoring, and 
evaluation. The State agency shall lead 
the development or enhancement of 
comprehensive and coordinated com-
munity-based systems in, or serving, 
communities throughout the State. 
These systems shall be designed to as-
sist older individuals and family care-
givers in leading independent, mean-
ingful, and dignified lives in their own 
homes and communities. 

(b) In States with multiple planning 
and service areas, the State agency 
shall designate area agencies on aging 
to assist in carrying out the mission 
described above for the State agency at 
the sub-State level. The State agency 
shall designate as area agencies on 
aging only those non-State agencies 
having the capacity and making the 
commitment to fully carry out the 
mission described for area agencies in 
§ 1321.55. 

(c) The State agency shall assure 
that the resources made available to 
area agencies on aging under the Act 
are used to carry out the mission de-
scribed for area agencies in § 1321.55. 
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