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Administration for Children and Families, HHS § 1321.3 

Subpart A—Introduction 

§ 1321.1 Basis and purpose of this part. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to im-
plement Title III of the Older Ameri-
cans Act, as amended (the Act) (42 
U.S.C. 3001 et seq.). This part prescribes 
requirements State agencies shall meet 
to receive grants to develop com-
prehensive and coordinated systems for 
the delivery of the following services: 
supportive, nutrition, evidence-based 
disease prevention and health pro-
motion, caregiver, legal, and, where ap-
propriate, other services. These serv-
ices are provided via State agencies, 
area agencies on aging, and local serv-
ice providers under the Act. These re-
quirements include: 

(1) Responsibilities of State agencies; 
(2) Responsibilities of area agencies 

on aging; 
(3) Service requirements; and 
(4) Emergency and disaster require-

ments. 
(b) The requirements of this part are 

based on Title III of the Act. Title III 
provides for formula grants to State 
agencies on aging, under approved 
State plans described in § 1321.27, to de-
velop or enhance comprehensive and 
coordinated community-based systems 
resulting in a continuum of person-cen-
tered services to older persons and fam-
ily caregivers, with special emphasis 
on older individuals with the greatest 
economic need and greatest social 
need, with particular attention to low- 
income minority older individuals. A 
responsive community-based system of 
services shall include collaboration in 
planning, resource allocation, and de-
livery of a comprehensive array of 
services and opportunities for all older 
adults in the community. Title III 
funds are intended to be used as a cata-
lyst to bring together public and pri-
vate resources in the community to as-
sure the provision of a full range of ef-
ficient, well-coordinated, and acces-
sible person-centered services for older 
persons and family caregivers. 

(c) Each State designates one State 
agency to: 

(1) Develop and submit a State plan 
on aging, as set forth in § 1321.33; 

(2) Administer Title III and VII funds 
under the State plan and the Act; 

(3) Be responsible for planning, policy 
development, administration, coordi-
nation, priority setting, monitoring, 
and evaluation of all State activities 
related to the Act; 

(4) Serve as an advocate for older in-
dividuals and family caregivers; 

(5) Designate planning and service 
areas; 

(6) Designate an area agency on aging 
to serve each planning and service 
area, except in single planning and 
service area States; and 

(7) Provide funds as set forth in the 
Act to either: 

(i) Area agencies on aging under ap-
proved area plans on aging, in States 
with multiple planning and service 
areas, for their use in fulfilling require-
ments under the Act and distribution 
to service providers to provide direct 
services, 

(ii) Service providers, in single plan-
ning and service area States, to provide 
direct services, or 

(iii) The Ombudsman program, as set 
forth in part 1324 of this chapter. 

(d) Terms used, but not otherwise de-
fined, in this part will have the mean-
ings ascribed to them in the Act. 

§ 1321.3 Definitions. 

Access to services or access services, as 
used in this part and sections 306 and 
307 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 3026 and 3027), 
means services which may facilitate 
connection to or receipt of other direct 
services, including transportation, out-
reach, information and assistance, op-
tions counseling, and case management 
services. 

Acquiring, as used in the Act, means 
obtaining ownership of an existing fa-
cility. 

Act, means the Older Americans Act 
of 1965, as amended. 

Altering or renovating, as used in this 
part, means making modifications to 
or in connection with an existing facil-
ity which are necessary for its effective 
use. Such modifications may include 
alterations, improvements, replace-
ments, rearrangements, installations, 
renovations, repairs, expansions, up-
grades, or additions, which are not in 
excess of double the square footage of 
the original facility and all physical 
improvements. 
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