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§1304.13 Requirements to be consid-
ered for designation for a five-year
period when the existing grant re-
cipient in a community is not deter-
mined to be delivering a high-qual-
ity and comprehensive Head Start
program and is not automatically
renewed.

In order to compete for the oppor-
tunity to be awarded a five-year grant,
an agency must submit an application
to the responsible HHS official that
demonstrates that it is the most quali-
fied entity to deliver a high-quality
and comprehensive Head Start pro-
gram. The application must address
the criteria for selection listed at sec-
tion 641(d)(2) of the Head Start Act.
Any agency that has had its Head Start
grant terminated for cause in the pre-
ceding five years is excluded from com-
peting in such competition for the next
five years. A Head Start agency that
has had a denial of refunding, as de-
fined in 45 CFR part 1305, in the pre-
ceding five years is also excluded from
competing.

[89 FR 67817, Aug. 21, 2024]

§1304.14 Tribal government consulta-
tion under the Designation Renewal
System for when an Indian Head
Start grant is being considered for
competition.

(a) In the case of an Indian Head
Start agency determined not to be de-
livering a high-quality and comprehen-
sive Head Start program, the respon-
sible HHS official will engage in gov-
ernment-to-government consultation
with the appropriate Tribal govern-
ment or governments for the purpose of
establishing a plan to improve the
quality of the Head Start program op-
erated by the Indian Head Start agen-
cy.

(1) The plan will be established and
implemented within six months after
the responsible HHS official’s deter-
mination.

(2) Not more than six months after
the implementation of that plan, the
responsible HHS official will reevalu-
ate the performance of the Indian Head
Start agency.

(3) If the Indian Head Start agency is
still not delivering a high-quality and
comprehensive Head Start program,
the responsible HHS official will con-

§1304.15

duct an open competition to select a
grant recipient to provide services for
the community currently being served
by the Indian Head Start agency.

(b) A non-Indian Head Start agency
will not be eligible to receive a grant
to carry out an Indian Head Start pro-
gram, unless there is no Indian Head
Start agency available for designation
to carry out an Indian Head Start pro-
gram.

(c) A non-Indian Head Start agency
may receive a grant to carry out an In-
dian Head Start program only until
such time as an Indian Head Start
agency in such community becomes
available and is designated pursuant to
this part.

[81 FR 61412, Sept. 6, 2016, as amended at 89
FR 67817, Aug. 21, 2024]

§1304.15 Designation request, review
and notification process.

(a) A grant recipient must apply to
be considered for Designation Renewal.
A Head Start agency wishing to be con-
sidered to have its designation as a
Head Start agency renewed for another
five-year period without competition
must request that status from ACF at
least 12 months before the end of their
five-year grant period or by such time
as required by the Secretary.

(b) ACF will review the relevant data
to determine if one or more of the con-
ditions under §1304.11 were met by the
Head Start agency during the current
project period.

(c) ACF will give notice to grant re-
cipients on Designation Renewal Sys-
tem status, except as provided in
§1304.14, at least 12 months before the
expiration date of a Head Start agen-
cy’s current grant, stating:

(1) The Head Start agency will be re-
quired to compete for funding for an
additional five-year period because
ACPF finds that one or more conditions
under §1304.11 were met by the agency’s
program during the relevant time pe-
riod described in paragraph (b) of this
section, identifying the conditions ACF
found, and summarizing the basis for
the finding; or

(2) That such agency has been deter-
mined on a preliminary basis to be eli-
gible for renewed funding for five years
without competition because ACF finds
that none of the conditions under
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