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possesses the physical ability to per-
form any job-related functions with
any necessary accommodations.

(d) Driver training. (1) A program
must ensure any person employed as a
driver receives training prior to trans-
porting any enrolled child and receives
refresher training each year.

(2) Training must include:

(i) Classroom instruction and behind-
the-wheel instruction sufficient to en-
able the driver to operate the vehicle
in a safe and efficient manner, to safely
run a fixed route, to administer basic
first aid in case of injury, and to han-
dle emergency situations, including ve-
hicle evacuation, operate any special
equipment, such as wheelchair lifts, as-
sistance devices or special occupant re-
straints, conduct routine maintenance
and safety checks of the vehicle, and
maintain accurate records as nec-
essary; and,

(ii) Instruction on the topics listed in
§1303.75 related to transportation serv-
ices for children with disabilities.

(3) A program must ensure the an-
nual evaluation of each driver of a ve-
hicle used to provide such services in-
cludes an on-board observation of road
performance.

(e) Bus monitor training. A program
must train each bus monitor before the
monitor begins work, on child boarding
and exiting procedures, how to use
child restraint systems, completing
any required paperwork, how to re-
spond to emergencies and emergency
evacuation procedures, how to use spe-
cial equipment, child pick-up and re-
lease procedures, how to conduct and
pre- and post-trip vehicle checks. Bus
monitors are also subject to staff safe-
ty training requirements in
§1302.47(b)(4) of this chapter including
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
and first aid.

§1303.73 Trip routing.

(a) A program must consider safety
of the children it transports when it
plans fixed routes.

(b) A program must also ensure:

(1) The time a child is in transit to
and from the program must not exceed
one hour unless there is no shorter
route available or any alternative
shorter route is either unsafe or im-
practical;
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(2) Vehicles are not loaded beyond
maximum passenger capacity at any
time;

(3) Drivers do not back up or make U-
turns, except when necessary for safety
reasons or because of physical barriers;

(4) Stops are located to minimize
traffic disruptions and to afford the
driver a good field of view in front of
and behind the vehicle;

(6) When possible, stops are located
to eliminate the need for children to
cross the street or highway to board or
leave the vehicle;

(6) Either a bus monitor or another
adult escorts children across the street
to board or leave the vehicle if curbside
pick-up or drop off is impossible; and,

(7) Drivers use alternate routes in the
case of hazardous conditions that could
affect the safety of the children who
are being transported, such as ice or
water build up, natural gas line breaks,
or emergency road closing.

§1303.74 Safety procedures.

(a) A program must ensure children
who receive transportation services are
taught safe riding practices, safety pro-
cedures for boarding and leaving the
vehicle and for crossing the street to
and from the vehicle at stops, recogni-
tion of the danger zones around the ve-
hicle, and emergency evacuation proce-
dures, including participating in an
emergency evacuation drill conducted
on the vehicle the child will be riding.

(b) A program that provides transpor-
tation services must ensure at least
two bus evacuation drills in addition to
the one required under paragraph (a) of
this section are conducted during the
program year.

§1303.75 Children with disabilities.

(a) A program must ensure there are
school buses or allowable alternate ve-
hicles adapted or designed for transpor-
tation of children with disabilities
available as necessary to transport
such children enrolled in the program.
This requirement does not apply to the
transportation of children receiving
home-based services unless school
buses or allowable alternate vehicles
are used to transport the other chil-
dren served under the home-based op-
tion by the grant recipient. Whenever
possible, children with disabilities
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must be transported in the same vehi-
cles used to transport other children
enrolled in the Head Start program.

(b) A program must ensure special
transportation requirements in a
child’s IEP or IFSP are followed, in-
cluding special pick-up and drop-off re-
quirements, seating requirements,
equipment needs, any assistance that
may be required, and any necessary
training for bus drivers and monitors.

[81 FR 61412, Sept. 6, 2016, as amended at 89
FR 67817, Aug. 21, 2024]
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Subpart A—Monitoring, Suspen-
sion, Termination, Denial of
Refunding, Reduction in Fund-
ing, and Their Appeals

§1304.1 Purpose.

(a) Section 641A(c) of the Act re-
quires the Secretary to monitor wheth-
er a grant recipient meets program
governance, program operations, and
financial and administrative standards
described in this regulation and to
identify areas for improvements and
areas of strength as part of the grant
recipient’s ongoing self-assessment
process. This subpart focuses on the
monitoring process. It discusses areas
of noncompliance, deficiencies, and
corrective action through quality im-
provement plans.

(b) Section 646(a) of the Act requires
the Secretary to prescribe procedures
for notice and appeal for certain ad-
verse actions. This subpart establishes
rules and procedures to suspend finan-
cial assistance to a grant recipient,
deny a grant recipient’s application for
refunding, terminate, or reduce a grant
recipient’s assistance under the Act
when the grant recipient improperly
uses federal funds or fails to comply
with applicable laws, regulations, poli-
cies, instructions, assurances, terms
and conditions or, if the grant recipi-
ent loses its legal status or financial
viability. This subpart does not apply
to reductions to a grant recipient’s fi-
nancial assistance based on chronic
under-enrollment procedures at section
641A(h) of the Act or to matters de-
scribed in subpart B. This subpart does
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