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(i) Plan its year using a reasonable 
estimate of the number of days during 
a year that classes may be closed due 
to problems such as inclement weather; 
and, 

(ii) Make every effort to schedule 
makeup days using existing resources 
if hours of planned class operations fall 
below the number required per year. 

(d) Licensing and square footage re-
quirements. (1) The facilities used by a 
program must meet state, tribal, or 
local licensing requirements, even if 
exempted by the licensing entity. When 
state, tribal, or local requirements 
vary from Head Start requirements, 
the most stringent provision takes 
precedence. 

(2) A center-based program must 
have at least 35 square feet of usable 
indoor space per child available for the 
care and use of children (exclusive of 
bathrooms, halls, kitchen, staff rooms, 
and storage places) and at least 75 
square feet of usable outdoor play 
space per child. 

(3) A program that operates two or 
more groups within an area must en-
sure clearly defined, safe divisions to 
separate groups. A program must en-
sure such spaces are learning environ-
ments that facilitate the implementa-
tion of the requirements in subpart C 
of this part. The divisions must limit 
noise transfer from one group to an-
other to prevent disruption of an effec-
tive learning environment. 

[81 FR 61412, Sept. 6, 2016, as amended at 89 
FR 67809, Aug. 21, 2024] 

§ 1302.22 Home-based option. 
(a) Setting. The home-based option 

delivers the full range of services, con-
sistent with § 1302.20(b), through visits 
with the child’s parents, primarily in 
the child’s home and through group so-
cialization opportunities in a Head 
Start classroom, community facility, 
home, or on field trips. For Early Head 
Start programs, the home-based option 
may be used to deliver services to some 
or all of a program’s enrolled children. 
For Head Start Preschool programs, 
the home-based option may only be 
used to deliver services to a portion of 
a program’s enrolled children. 

(b) Caseload. A program that imple-
ments a home-based option must main-
tain an average caseload of 10 to 12 

families per home visitor with a max-
imum of 12 families for any individual 
home visitor. 

(c) Service duration—(1) Early Head 
Start. By August 1, 2017, an Early Head 
Start home-based program must: 

(i) Provide one home visit per week 
per family that lasts at least an hour 
and a half and provide a minimum of 46 
visits per year; and, 

(ii) Provide, at a minimum, 22 group 
socialization activities distributed over 
the course of the program year. 

(2) Head Start Preschool. A Head Start 
Preschool home-based program must: 

(i) Provide one home visit per week 
per family that lasts at least an hour 
and a half and provide a minimum of 32 
visits per year; and, 

(ii) Provide, at a minimum, 16 group 
socialization activities distributed over 
the course of the program year. 

(3) Meeting minimum requirements. A 
program that implements a home- 
based option must: 

(i) Make up planned home visits or 
scheduled group socialization activities 
that were canceled by the program, and 
to the extent possible attempt to make 
up planned home visits canceled by the 
family, when this is necessary to meet 
the minimums described in paragraphs 
(c)(1) and (2) of this section; and, 

(ii) Not replace home visits or sched-
uled group socialization activities for 
medical or social service appointments 
for the purposes of meeting the min-
imum requirements described in para-
graphs (c)(1) and (2) of this section. 

(d) Safety requirements. The areas for 
learning, playing, sleeping, toileting, 
preparing food, and eating in facilities 
used for group socializations in the 
home-based option must meet the safe-
ty standards described in § 1302.47(1)(ii) 
through (viii). 

[81 FR 61412, Sept. 6, 2016, as amended at 89 
FR 67809, Aug. 21, 2024] 

§ 1302.23 Family child care option. 
(a) Setting. The family child care pro-

gram option delivers the full range of 
services, consistent with § 1302.20(b). 
Education and child development serv-
ices are primarily delivered by a family 
child care provider in their home or 
other family-like setting. A program 
may choose to offer the family child 
care option if: 
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(1) The program has a legally binding 
agreement with one or more family 
child care provider(s) that clearly de-
fines the roles, rights, and responsibil-
ities of each party, or the program is 
the employer of the family child care 
provider, and ensures children and fam-
ilies enrolled in this option receive the 
full range of services described in sub-
parts C, D, E, F, and G of this part; 
and, 

(2) The program ensures family child 
care homes are available that can ac-
commodate children and families with 
disabilities. 

(b) Ratios and group size—(1) Group 
size. A program that operates the fam-
ily child care option where Head Start 
children are enrolled must ensure 
group size does not exceed the limits 
specified in this section. If the family 
child care provider’s own children 
under the age of six are present, they 
must be included in the group size. 

(2) Mixed age with preschoolers. When 
there is one family child care provider, 
with a mixed-age group of children 
that includes children over 36 months 
of age, the maximum group size is six 
children and no more than two of the 
six may be under 24 months of age. 
When there are two providers, the max-
imum group size is twelve children 
with no more than four of the twelve 
children under 24 months of age. 

(3) Infants and toddlers only. When 
there is one family child care provider 
with a group of children that are all 
under 36 months of age, the maximum 
group size is four children, and no more 
than two of the four children may be 
under 18 months of age. 

(4) Maintaining ratios. A program 
must maintain appropriate ratios dur-
ing all hours of program operation. A 
program must ensure providers have 
systems to ensure the safety of any 
child not within view for any period. A 
program must make substitute staff 
available with the necessary training 
and experience to ensure quality serv-
ices to children are not interrupted. 

(c) Service duration. Whether family 
child care option services are provided 
directly or via contractual arrange-
ment, a program must ensure family 
child care providers operate sufficient 
hours to meet the child care needs of 

families and not less than 1,380 hours 
per year. 

(d) Licensing requirements. A family 
child-care provider must be licensed by 
the state, tribal, or local entity to pro-
vide services in their home or family- 
like setting. When state, tribal, or 
local requirements vary from Head 
Start requirements, the most stringent 
provision applies. 

(e) Child development specialist. A pro-
gram that offers the family child care 
option must provide a child develop-
ment specialist to support family child 
care providers and ensure the provision 
of quality services at each family child 
care home. Child development special-
ists must: 

(1) Conduct regular visits to each 
home, some of which are unannounced, 
not less than once every two weeks; 

(2) Periodically verify compliance 
with either contract requirements or 
agency policy; 

(3) Facilitate ongoing communica-
tion between program staff, family 
child care providers, and enrolled fami-
lies; and, 

(4) Provide recommendations for 
technical assistance and support the 
family child care provider in devel-
oping relationships with other child 
care professionals. 

[81 FR 61412, Sept. 6, 2016, as amended at 89 
FR 67809, Aug. 21, 2024] 

§ 1302.24 Locally-designed program op-
tion variations. 

(a) Waiver option. Programs may re-
quest to operate a locally-designed pro-
gram option, including a combination 
of program options, to better meet the 
unique needs of their communities or 
to demonstrate or test alternative ap-
proaches for providing program serv-
ices. In order to operate a locally-de-
signed program option, programs must 
seek a waiver as described in this sec-
tion and must deliver the full range of 
services, consistent with § 1302.20(b), 
and demonstrate how any change to 
their program design is consistent with 
achieving program goals in subpart J 
of this part. 

(b) Request for approval. A program’s 
request to operate a locally-designed 
variation may be approved by the re-
sponsible HHS official through the end 
of a program’s current grant or, if the 
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