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45 CFR Ch. XXV (10–1–24 Edition) Pt. 2553 

which AmeriCorps may pay such ex-
penses are specified in 45 CFR part 1220. 

[83 FR 64654, Dec. 17, 2018, as amended at 89 
FR 70544, Aug. 30, 2024] 

PART 2553—THE RETIRED AND 
SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
2553.11 What is the Retired and Senior Vol-

unteer Program? 
2553.12 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Eligibility and Responsibilities of 
a Sponsor 

2553.21 Who is eligible to serve as a sponsor? 
2553.22 What are the responsibilities of a 

sponsor? 
2553.23 What are a sponsor’s project respon-

sibilities? 
2553.24 What are a sponsor’s responsibilities 

for securing community participation? 
2553.25 What are a sponsor’s administrative 

responsibilities? 
2553.26 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Suspension, Termination and 
Denial of Refunding 

2553.31 What are the rules on suspension, 
termination and denial of refunding of 
grants? 

Subpart D—Eligibility, Cost Reimbursements 
and Volunteer Assignments 

2553.41 Who is eligible to be an RSVP volun-
teer? 

2553.42 Is an RSVP volunteer a federal em-
ployee, an employee of the sponsor or of 
the volunteer station? 

2553.43 What cost reimbursements and bene-
fits may sponsors provide to RSVP vol-
unteers? 

2553.44 May cost reimbursements received 
by RSVP volunteers be subject to any 
tax or charge, treated as wages or com-
pensation, or affect eligibility to receive 
assistance from other programs? 

Subpart E—Volunteer Terms of Service 

2553.51 What are the terms of service of an 
RSVP volunteer? 

2553.52 Under what circumstances may a 
sponsor remove an RSVP volunteer from 
service? 

Subpart F—Responsibilities of a Volunteer 
Station 

2553.61 When may a sponsor serve as a vol-
unteer station? 

2553.62 What are the responsibilities of a 
volunteer station? 

Subpart G—Application and Fiscal 
Requirements 

2553.71 What is the process for application 
and award of a grant? 

2553.72 What are project funding require-
ments? 

2553.73 What are a sponsor’s legal require-
ments in managing grants? 

Subpart H—Non-AmeriCorps Funded 
Projects 

2553.81 Under what conditions may an agen-
cy or organization sponsor an RSVP 
project without AmeriCorps funding? 

2553.82 What are the resources and benefits 
to which a non-AmeriCorps funded 
project is entitled? 

2553.83 What financial obligation does 
AmeriCorps incur for non-AmeriCorps 
funded projects? 

2553.84 What happens if a non-AmeriCorps 
funded sponsor does not comply with the 
NGA? 

Subpart I—Restrictions and Legal 
Representation 

2553.91 What legal limitations apply to the 
operation of the RSVP volunteer Pro-
gram and to the expenditure of grant 
funds? 

2553.92 What legal coverage does 
AmeriCorps make available to RSVP vol-
unteers? 

Subpart J—Performance Measures 

2553.101 What is the purpose of performance 
measurement? 

2553.102 What performance measurement in-
formation must be part of an application 
for funding under RSVP? 

2553.103 Who develops the performance 
measures? 

2553.104 What performance measures must 
be submitted to AmeriCorps and how are 
these submitted? 

2553.105 How are performance measures ap-
proved and documented? 

2553.106 How does a sponsor report perform-
ance measures to AmeriCorps? 

2553.107 What must a sponsor do if it cannot 
meet its performance measures? 

2553.108 What happens if a sponsor fails to 
meet the target performance measures 
included in the approved grant applica-
tion? 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 4950 et seq. 

SOURCE: 64 FR 14135, Mar. 24, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 
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Corporation for National and Community Service § 2553.12 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 2553 appear at 89 FR 70545, Aug. 30, 2024. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 2553.11 What is the Retired and Sen-

ior Volunteer Program? 
The Retired and Senior Volunteer 

Program (RSVP) provides grants to 
qualified agencies and organizations 
for the dual purpose of: engaging per-
sons 55 and older in volunteer service 
to meet critical community needs; and 
to provide a high quality experience 
that will enrich the lives of volunteers. 

§ 2553.12 Definitions. 
Act. The Domestic Volunteer Service 

Act of 1973, as amended, Public Law 93– 
113, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 396, 42 U.S.C. 
4950 et seq. 

Adequate staffing level. The number of 
project staff or full-time equivalent 
needed by a sponsor to manage the 
AmeriCorps Seniors project operations 
considering such factors as: Number of 
budgeted volunteers, number of volun-
teer stations, and the size of the serv-
ice area. 

AmeriCorps. The Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, estab-
lished pursuant to section 191 of the 
National and Community Service Act 
of 1990, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 12651, 
which operates as AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps Seniors. The collective 
name for the Senior Companion Pro-
gram (SCP), the Foster Grandparent 
Program (FGP), the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program (RSVP), and Dem-
onstration Programs, all of which are 
established under Parts A, B, C, and E, 
Title II of the Act. 

Assignment. The activities, functions, 
or responsibilities to be performed by 
volunteers identified in a written out-
line or description. 

Assignment description. The written 
description of the activities, functions, 
or responsibilities to be performed by 
RSVP volunteers. 

Chief Executive Officer. The Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of AmeriCorps ap-
pointed under the National and Com-
munity Service Act of 1990, as amend-
ed, (NCSA), 42 U.S.C. 12501 et seq. 

Cost reimbursements. Reimbursements 
budgeted as Volunteer Expenses and 
provided to volunteers, including sti-

pends to cover incidental costs, trans-
portation, meals, recognition, supple-
mental accident, personal liability and 
excess automobile liability insurance, 
and other expenses as negotiated in the 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

Letter of Agreement. A written agree-
ment between a volunteer station or 
sponsor and the person(s) served or the 
person legally responsible for that per-
son. It authorizes the assignment of an 
RSVP volunteer in the home of a cli-
ent, defines RSVP volunteer activities, 
and specifies supervision arrange-
ments. 

Memorandum of Understanding. A 
written statement prepared and signed 
by the RSVP project sponsor and the 
volunteer station that identifies 
project requirements, working rela-
tionships, and mutual responsibilities. 

Non-AmeriCorps support (excess). The 
amount of non-AmeriCorps cash and 
in-kind contributions generated by a 
sponsor in excess of the required per-
centage. 

Non-AmeriCorps support (match). The 
percentage share of non-AmeriCorps 
cash and in-kind contributions re-
quired to be raised by the sponsor in 
support of the grant. 

Performance measures. Indicators that 
help determine the impact of an RSVP 
project on the community, including 
the volunteers. 

Project. The locally planned RSVP ac-
tivity or set of activities in a service 
area as approved by AmeriCorps and 
implemented by the sponsor. 

Proprietary Health Care Agency. Pri-
vate, for-profit health care organiza-
tion that serves one or more vulnerable 
populations. 

Service area. The geographically de-
fined area(s) approved in the grant ap-
plication, in which RSVP volunteers 
are enrolled and placed on assign-
ments. 

Sponsor. A public agency, including 
Indian Tribes as defined in section 
421(5) of the Act, and private, non-prof-
it organizations, both secular and 
faith-based, in the United States that 
have authority to accept and the capa-
bility to administer an RSVP project. 

United States and Territories. Each of 
the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam 
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