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1 Alteration does not include razing 
(Commissioner of the District of Columbia v. 
Bennenson, D.C. Court of App. 1974, 329 A.2d 
437). Partial demolition, however, is viewed 
as an alteration (The Committee to Preserve 
Rhodes Tavern and the Natl. Processional 
Route v. Oliver T. Carr Company, et. al., U.S. 
Court of App. for D.C. Cir., 1979, 79–1457, 
Dept. Justice Brief for Fed. Appellee). 
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Subpart A—Functions and 
Responsibilities of the Commission 

§ 2101.1 Statutory and Executive 
Order Authority. 

The Commission of Fine Arts (re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Commission’’) func-
tions pursuant to statutes of the 
United States and Executive Orders of 
Presidents, as follows: 

(a) Public buildings, other structures, 
and parklands. (1) For public buildings 
to be erected in the District of Colum-
bia by the federal government and for 
other structures to be so erected which 
affect the appearance of the city, the 
Commission comments and advises on 
the plans and on the merits of the de-
signs before final approval or action; 

(2) For statues, fountains and monu-
ments to be erected in the District of 
Columbia under authority of the fed-
eral government, the Commission ad-
vises upon their location in public 
squares, streets, and parks, and the 
merits of their designs; 

(3) For monuments to be erected at 
any location pursuant to the American 
Battle Monuments Act, the Commis-
sion approves the designs before they 
are accepted by the American Battle 

Monuments Commission (See also 
§ 2101.1 (g)); 

(4) For parks within the District of 
Columbia, when plans of importance 
are under consideration, the Commis-
sion advises upon the merits of the de-
signs; and 

(5) For the selection by the National 
Capital Planning Commission of lands 
suitable for development of the Na-
tional Capital park, parkway, and play-
ground system in the District of Co-
lumbia, Maryland, and Virginia, the 
Commission provides advice. 

(b) Private buildings bordering certain 
public areas in Washington, D.C. 
(Shipstead-Luce Act). For buildings to 
be erected or altered 1 in locations 
which border the Capitol, the White 
House, the intermediate portion of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, the Mall Park 
System, Lafayette Park, the Zoolog-
ical Park, Rock Creek Park or Park-
way, or Potomac Park or Parkway, or 
are otherwise within areas defined by 
the official plats prepared pursuant to 
Sec. 2 of the Shipstead-Luce Act, the 
Commission reviews the plans as they 
relate to height and appearance, color 
and materials of the exteriors, and 
makes recommendations to the Gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia 
which, in the judgement of the Com-
mission, are necessary to prevent rea-
sonably avoidable impairment of the 
public values represented by the areas 
along which the buildings border. 
(Shipstead-Luce Act, 46 Stat. 366 as 
amended (40 U.S.C. 121; D.C. Code 5– 
410).) 

(c) Georgetown buildings (Old George-
town Act). For buildings to be con-
structed, altered, reconstructed, or 
razed within the area of the District of 
Columbia known as ‘‘Old Georgetown’’, 
the Commission reviews and reports to 
the District of Columbia Government 
on proposed exterior architectural fea-
tures, height, appearance, color, and 
texture of exterior materials as would 
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