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biologicals, ordinarily furnished or ar-
ranged for by a hospital for the purpose
of diagnostic study.

(b) General rule. Medicare Part B pays
for medical and other health services
furnished by providers (and not ex-
empted under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion) only if a physician certifies the
content specified in paragraph (c)(1) or
4), (d)1), or (e)) of this section, as
appropriate.

(c) Outpatient physical therapy and
speech-language pathology services—(1)
Content of certification. (i) The indi-
vidual needs, or needed, physical ther-
apy or speech pathology services.

(ii) The services were furnished while
the individual was under the care of a
physician, nurse practitioner, clinical
nurse specialist, or physician assistant.

(iii) The services were furnished
under a plan of treatment that meets
the requirements of §410.61 of this
chapter.

(2) Timing. The initial certification
must be obtained as soon as possible
after the plan is established.

(3) Signature. (i) If the plan of treat-
ment is established by a physician,
nurse practitioner, clinical nurse spe-
cialist, or physician assistant, the cer-
tification must be signed by that phy-
sician or nonphysician practitioner.

(ii) If the plan of treatment is estab-
lished by a physical therapist or
speech-language pathologist, the cer-
tification must be signed by a physi-
cian or by a nurse practitioner, clinical
nurse specialist, or physician assistant
who has knowledge of the case.

(4) Recertification—(@i) Timing. Recer-
tification is required at least every 90
days.

(ii) Content. When it is recertified,
the plan or other documentation in the
patient’s record must indicate the con-
tinuing need for physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy or speech-language
pathology services.

(iii) Signature. The physician, nurse
practitioner, clinical nurse specialist,
or physician assistant who reviews the
plan must recertify the plan by signing
the medical record.

(d) Intensive outpatient services: Con-
tent of certification and plan of treatment
requirements—

§424.24

(1) Content of certification. (i) The in-
dividual requires such services for a
minimum of 9 hours per week.

(ii) The services are or were furnished
while the individual was under the care
of a physician.

(iii) The services were furnished
under a written plan of treatment that
meets the requirements of paragraph
(d)(2) of this section.

(2) Plan of treatment requirements. (i)
The plan is an individualized plan that
is established and is periodically re-
viewed by a physician in consultation
with appropriate staff participating in
the program, and that sets forth—

(A) The physician’s diagnosis;

(B) The type, amount, duration, and
frequency of the services; and

(C) The treatment goals under the
plan.

(ii) The physician determines the fre-
quency and duration of the services
taking into account accepted norms of
medical practice and a reasonable ex-
pectation of improvement in the pa-
tient’s condition.

(3) Recertification requirements—(i) Sig-
nature. The physician recertification
must be signed by a physician who is
treating the patient and has knowledge
of the patient’s response to treatment.

(ii) Timing. Recertifications are re-
quired at intervals established by the
provider, but no less frequently than
every 60 days.

(iii) Content. The recertification must
specify that the patient continues to
require at least 9 hours of intensive
outpatient services and describe the
following:

(A) The patient’s response to the
therapeutic interventions provided by
the intensive outpatient program.

(B) The patient’s psychiatric symp-
toms that continue to place the patient
at risk of relapse or hospitalization.

(C) Treatment goals for coordination
of services to facilitate discharge from
the intensive outpatient program.

(e) Partial hospitalication services: Con-
tent of certification and plan of treatment
requirements—(1) Content of certification.
(i) The individual requires such serv-
ices for a minimum of 20 hours per
week and would require inpatient psy-
chiatric care if the partial hospitaliza-
tion services were not provided.
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