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plan of care, and contributing to pa-
tient and family counseling and edu-
cation; and

(c) Licensed professionals must par-
ticipate in the hospice’s quality assess-
ment and performance improvement
program and hospice sponsored in-serv-
ice training.

CORE SERVICES

§418.64 Condition of participation:
Core services.

A hospice must routinely provide
substantially all core services directly
by hospice employees. These services
must be provided in a manner con-
sistent with acceptable standards of
practice. These services include nurs-
ing services, medical social services,
and counseling. The hospice may con-
tract for physician services as specified
in paragraph (a) of this section. A hos-
pice may use contracted staff, if nec-
essary, to supplement hospice employ-
ees in order to meet the needs of pa-
tients under extraordinary or other
non-routine circumstances. A hospice
may also enter into a written arrange-
ment with another Medicare certified
hospice program for the provision of
core services to supplement hospice
employee/staff to meet the needs of pa-
tients. Circumstances under which a
hospice may enter into a written ar-
rangement for the provision of core
services include: Unanticipated periods
of high patient loads, staffing short-
ages due to illness or other short-term
temporary situations that interrupt
patient care; and temporary travel of a
patient outside of the hospice’s service
area.

(a) Standard: Physician services. The
hospice medical director, physician
employees, and contracted physician(s)
of the hospice, in conjunction with the
patient’s attending physician, are re-
sponsible for the palliation and man-
agement of the terminal illness and
conditions related to the terminal ill-
ness.

(1) All physician employees and those
under contract, must function under
the supervision of the hospice medical
director.

(2) All physician employees and those
under contract shall meet this require-
ment by either providing the services

§418.64

directly or through coordinating pa-
tient care with the attending physi-
cian.

(3) If the attending physician is un-
available, the medical director, con-
tracted physician, and/or hospice phy-
sician employee is responsible for
meeting the medical needs of the pa-
tient.

(b) Standard: Nursing services. (1) The
hospice must provide nursing care and
services by or under the supervision of
a registered nurse. Nursing services
must ensure that the nursing needs of
the patient are met as identified in the
patient’s initial assessment, com-
prehensive assessment, and updated as-
sessments.

(2) If State law permits registered
nurses to see, treat, and write orders
for patients, then registered nurses
may provide services to beneficiaries
receiving hospice care.

(3) Highly specialized nursing serv-
ices that are provided so infrequently
that the provision of such services by
direct hospice employees would be im-
practicable and prohibitively expen-
sive, may be provided under contract.

(c) Standard: Medical social services.
Medical social services must be pro-
vided by a qualified social worker,
under the direction of a physician. So-
cial work services must be based on the
patient’s psychosocial assessment and
the patient’s and family’s needs and ac-
ceptance of these services.

(d) Standard: Counseling services.
Counseling services must be available
to the patient and family to assist the
patient and family in minimizing the
stress and problems that arise from the
terminal illness, related conditions,
and the dying process. Counseling serv-
ices must include, but are not limited
to, the following:

(1) Bereavement counseling. The hos-
pice must:

(i) Have an organized program for the
provision of bereavement services fur-
nished under the supervision of a quali-
fied professional with experience or
education in grief or loss counseling.

(ii) Make bereavement services avail-
able to the family and other individ-
uals in the bereavement plan of care up
to 1 year following the death of the pa-
tient. Bereavement counseling also ex-
tends to residents of a SNF/NF or ICF/
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