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data on their behalf and submit the 
data to the Hospice CAHPS Data Cen-
ter. 

(e) If the hospice’s total, annual, 
unique, survey-eligible, deceased pa-
tient count for the prior calendar year 
is less than 50 patients, the hospice is 
eligible to be exempt from the CAHPS  
Hospice Survey reporting requirements 
in the current calendar year. In order 
to qualify for this exemption the hos-
pice must submit to CMS its total, an-
nual, unique, survey-eligible, deceased 
patient count for the prior calendar 
year. 

(f) Vendors that want to become 
CMS-approved CAHPS Hospice Survey 
vendors must meet the minimum busi-
ness requirements. Survey vendors 
must have been in business for a min-
imum of 4 years, have conducted sur-
veys in the approved survey mode for a 
minimum of 3 years, and have con-
ducted surveys of individual patients 
for a minimum of 2 years. For Hospice 
CAHPS , a ‘‘survey of individual pa-
tients’’ is defined as the collection of 
data from at least 600 individual pa-
tients selected by statistical sampling 
methods, and the data collected are 
used for statistical purposes. Vendors 
may not use home-based or virtual 
interviewers to conduct the CAHPS  
Hospice Survey, nor may they conduct 
any survey administration processes 
(for example, mailings) from a resi-
dence. 

(g) No organization, firm, or business 
that owns, operates, or provides staff-
ing for a hospice is permitted to admin-
ister its own Hospice CAHPS survey 
or administer the survey on behalf of 
any other hospice in the capacity as a 
Hospice CAHPS survey vendor. Such 
organizations will not be approved by 
CMS as CAHPS Hospice Survey ven-
dors. 

(h) Reconsiderations and appeals of 
Hospice Quality Reporting Program deci-
sions. (1) A hospice may request recon-
sideration of a decision by CMS that 
the hospice has not met the require-
ments of the Hospice Quality Report-
ing Program for a particular reporting 
period. A hospice must submit a recon-
sideration request to CMS no later 
than 30 days from the date identified 
on the annual payment update notifi-
cation provided to the hospice. 

(2) Reconsideration request submis-
sion requirements are available on the 
CMS Hospice Quality Reporting Web 
site on CMS.gov. 

(3) A hospice that is dissatisfied with 
a decision made by CMS on its recon-
sideration request may file an appeal 
with the Provider Reimbursement Re-
view Board under part 405, subpart R of 
this chapter. 

(i) Exemptions and extensions require-
ments. (1) A hospice may request and 
CMS may grant exemptions or exten-
sions to the reporting requirements 
under paragraph (b) of this section for 
one or more quarters, when there are 
certain extraordinary circumstances 
beyond the control of the hospice. 

(2) A hospice requesting an exemp-
tion or extension must do so within 90 
days of the date that the extraordinary 
circumstances occurred by sending an 
email to CMS Hospice QRP Reconsider-
ations at HospiceQRPReconsiderations
@cms.hhs.gov that contains all of the 
following information: 

(i) Hospice CMS Certification Num-
ber (CCN). 

(ii) Hospice Business Name. 
(iii) Hospice Business Address. 
(iv) CEO or CEO-designated personnel 

contact information including name, 
title, telephone number, email address, 
and mailing address (the address must 
be a physical address, not a post office 
box). 

(v) Hospice’s reason for requesting 
the exemption or extension. 

(vi) Evidence of the impact of ex-
traordinary circumstances beyond the 
hospice’s control, including, but not 
limited to photographs, newspaper, 
other media articles, or independent 
sources attesting to the incident that 
can be reasonably corroborated. In-
clude dates of occurrence and other 
documentation that may support the 
rationale for seeking extension or ex-
emption. 

(vii) Date when the hospice believes 
it will be able to again submit data 
under paragraph (b) of this section and 
a justification for the proposed date. 

(3) CMS may grant exemptions or ex-
tensions to hospices without a request 
if it determines that one or more of the 
following has occurred: 

(i) An extraordinary circumstance, 
such as an act of nature including a 
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