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(3) Coordination of benefits. Nothing in
this subpart precludes the uniform ap-
plication of coordination of benefits
agreements between the HMOs and the
other carriers that are included in the
health benefits plan.

(d) Continued eligibility for ‘‘free-stand-
ing’’ health benefits—(1) Basic require-
ment. At the request of a qualified
HMO, the employing entity or its des-
ignee must provide that employees se-
lecting the option of HMO membership
will not, because of this selection, lose
their eligibility for free-standing den-
tal, optical, or prescription drug bene-
fits for which they were previously eli-
gible or would be eligible if selecting a
non-HMO option and that are not in-
cluded in the services provided by the
HMO to its enrollees as part of the
HMO prepaid benefit package.

(2) ““Free-standing’’ defined. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term ‘‘free-
standing”’ refers to a benefit that—

(i) Is not integrated or incorporated
into a basic health benefits package or
major medical plan, and

(ii) Is—

(A) Offered by a carrier other than
the one offering the basic health bene-
fits package or major medical plan; or

(B) Subject to a premium separate
from the premium for the basic health
benefits package or major medical
plan.

(3) Examples of the employing entity’s
obligation with respect to the continued
eligibility. (i) The health benefits plan
includes a free-standing dental benefit.
The HMO does not offer any dental cov-
erage as part of its health services pro-
vided to members on a prepaid basis.
The employing entity must provide
that employees who select the HMO op-
tion continue to be eligible for dental
coverage. (If the dental coverage is not
optional for employees selecting the
non-HMO option, nothing in this regu-
lation requires that the coverage be
made optional for employees selecting
the HMO option. Conversely, if this
coverage is optional for employees se-
lecting the non-HMO option, nothing in
this regulation requires that the cov-
erage be mandatory for employees se-
lecting the non-HMO option.) -

(ii) The non-HMO option provides
free-standing coverage for optical serv-
ices (such as refraction and the provi-
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sion of eyeglasses), and the HMO does
not. The employing entity must pro-
vide that employees who select the
HMO option continue to be eligible for
optical coverage.

(iii) The non-HMO option includes
dental coverage in its major medical
package, with a common deductible ap-
plied to dental as well as non-dental
benefits. The HMO provides no dental
coverage as part of its pre-paid health
services. Because the dental coverage
is not free-standing, the employing en-
tity is not required to provide that em-
ployees who select the HMO option
continue to be eligible for dental cov-
erage, but is free to do so.

(e) Opportunity to select among cov-
erage options: Requirement for affirmative
written selection—(1) Opportunity other
than during a group enrollment period.
The employing entity or designee must
provide opportunity (in addition to the
group enrollment period) for selection
among coverage options, by eligible
employees who meet any of the fol-
lowing conditions:

(i) Are new employees.

(ii) Have been transferred or have
changed their place of residence, re-
sulting in—

(A) Eligibility for enrollment in a
qualified HMO for which they were not
previously eligible by place of resi-
dence; or

(B) Residence outside the service
area of a qualified HMO in which they
were previously enrolled.

(iii) Are covered by any coverage op-
tion that ceases operation.

(2) Prohibition of restrictions. When the
employees specified in paragraph (e)(1)
of this section are eligible to partici-
pate in the health benefits plan, the
employing entity or designee must
make available, without waiting peri-
ods or exclusions based on health sta-
tus as a condition, the opportunity to
enroll in an HMO, or transfer from
HMO coverage to non-HMO coverage.

(3) Affirmative written selection. The
employing entity or designee must re-
quire that the eligible employee make
an affirmative written selection in any
of the following circumstances:

(i) Enrollment in a particular quali-
fied HMO is offered for the first time.

(ii) The eligible employee elects to
change from one option to another.
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