
311 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 417.151 

1 Before October 24, 1995, an employing en-
tity that met the conditions specified in 
§ 417.151 was required to include one or more 
qualified HMOs, if it received from at least 
one qualified HMO a written request for in-
clusion and that request met the timing, 
content, and procedural requirements speci-
fied in § 417.152. 

(1) Includes non-appropriated fund in-
strumentalities of the United States 
Government; and 

(2) Excludes the following: 

(i) The governments of the United 
States, the District of Columbia and 
the territories and possessions of the 
United States, the 50 States and their 
political subdivisions, and any agencies 
or instrumentalities of any of the fore-
going, including the United States 
Postal Service and Postal Rate Com-
mission. 

(ii) Any church, or convention or as-
sociation of churches, and any organi-
zation operated, supervised, or con-
trolled by a church, or convention or 
association of churches that meets the 
following conditions: 

(A) Is an organization that is de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1954. 

(B) Does not discriminate, in the em-
ployment, compensation, promotion or 
termination of employment of any per-
sonnel, or in the granting of staff and 
other privileges to physicians or other 
health personnel, on the grounds that 
the individuals obtain health care 
through HMOs, or participate in fur-
nishing health care through HMOs. 

Employing entity means an employer 
or public entity. 

Employing entity-employee contract 
means a legally enforceable agreement 
(other than a collective bargaining 
agreement) between an employing enti-
ty and its employees for the provision 
of, or payment for, health benefits for 
its employees, or for its employees and 
their eligible dependents. 

Group enrollment period means the pe-
riod of at least 10 working days each 
calendar year during which each eligi-
ble employee is given the opportunity 
to select among the alternatives in-
cluded in a health benefits plan. 

Health benefits contract means a con-
tract or other agreement between an 
employing entity or a designee and a 
carrier for the provision of, or payment 
for, health benefits to eligible employ-
ees or to eligible employees and their 
eligible dependents. 

Health benefits plan means any ar-
rangement, to provide or pay for health 
services, that is offered to eligible em-
ployees, or to eligible employees and 

their eligible dependents, by or on be-
half of an employing entity. 

Public entity means the 50 states, 
Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, 
the Northern Mariana Islands and 
American Samoa and their political 
subdivisions, the District of Columbia, 
and any agency or instrumentality of 
the foregoing, and political subdivisions 
include counties, parishes, townships, 
cities, municipalities, towns, villages, 
and incorporated villages. 

Qualified HMO means an HMO that 
has in effect a determination, made 
under subpart D of this part, that the 
HMO is an operational, preoperational, 
or transitional qualified HMO. 

To offer a health benefits plan means 
to make participation in a health bene-
fits plan available to eligible employ-
ees, or to eligible employees and their 
eligible dependents regardless of 
whether the employing entity makes a 
financial contribution to the plan on 
behalf of these employees, directly or 
indirectly, for example, through pay-
ments on any basis into a health and 
welfare trust fund. 

[45 FR 72517, Oct. 31, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 19341, May 5, 1982. Redesignated at 52 FR 
36746, Sept. 30, 1987, as amended at 58 FR 
38077, July 15, 1993; 59 FR 49837, 49843, Sept. 
30, 1994] 

§ 417.151 Applicability. 

(a) Basic rule. Effective October 24, 
1995, 1 this subpart applies to any em-
ploying entity that offers a health ben-
efits plan to its employees, meets the 
conditions specified in paragraphs (b) 
through (e) of this section, and elects 
to include one or more qualified HMOs 
in the health plan alternatives it offers 
its employees. 

(b) Number of employees. During any 
calendar quarter of the preceding cal-
endar year, the employer or public en-
tity employed an average of not less 
than 25 employees. 

(c) Minimum wage. During any cal-
endar quarter of the preceding calendar 
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