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a prior authorization request using a 
standard timeline for review could seri-
ously jeopardize the life or health of 
the beneficiary or the beneficiary’s 
ability to regain maximum function. If 
CMS or its contractor agrees that proc-
essing a prior authorization request 
using a standard timeline for review 
could seriously jeopardize the life or 
health of the beneficiary or the bene-
ficiary’s ability to regain maximum 
function, then CMS or its contractor 
expedites the review of the prior au-
thorization request and communicates 
the decision following the receipt of all 
applicable Medicare required docu-
mentation. 

(f) Suspension of prior authorization re-
quests. (1) CMS may suspend prior au-
thorization requirements generally or 
for a particular item or items at any 
time and without undertaking rule-
making. 

(2) CMS provides notification of the 
suspension of the prior authorization 
requirements via— 

(i) FEDERAL REGISTER notice; and 
(ii) Posting on the CMS prior author-

ization Web site. 

[80 FR 81706, Dec. 30, 2015, as amended at 84 
FR 60807, Nov. 8, 2019] 

§ 414.236 Continuity of pricing when 
HCPCS codes are divided or com-
bined. 

(a) General rule. If a new HCPCS code 
is added, CMS or contractors make 
every effort to determine whether the 
item and service has a fee schedule 
pricing history. If there is a fee sched-
ule pricing history, the previous fee 
schedule amounts for the old code(s) 
are mapped to the new code(s) to en-
sure continuity of pricing. 

(b) Mapping fee schedule amounts 
based on different kinds of coding 
changes. When the code for an item is 
divided into several codes for the com-
ponents of that item, the total of the 
separate fee schedule amounts estab-
lished for the components must not be 
higher than the fee schedule amount 
for the original item. When there is a 
single code that describes two or more 
distinct complete items (for example, 
two different but related or similar 
items), and separate codes are subse-
quently established for each item, the 
fee schedule amounts that applied to 

the single code continue to apply to 
each of the items described by the new 
codes. When the codes for the compo-
nents of a single item are combined in 
a single global code, the fee schedule 
amounts for the new code are estab-
lished by totaling the fee schedule 
amounts used for the components (that 
is, use the total of the fee schedule 
amounts for the components as the fee 
schedule amount for the global code). 
When the codes for several different 
items are combined into a single code, 
the fee schedule amounts for the new 
code are established using the average 
(arithmetic mean), weighted by al-
lowed services, of the fee schedule 
amounts for the formerly separate 
codes. 

[84 FR 60808, Nov. 8, 2019] 

§ 414.238 Establishing fee schedule 
amounts for new HCPCS codes for 
items and services without a fee 
schedule pricing history. 

(a) General rule. If a HCPCS code is 
new and describes items and services 
that do not have a fee schedule pricing 
history (classified and paid for pre-
viously under a different code), the fee 
schedule amounts for the new code are 
established based on the process de-
scribed in paragraphs (b) or (c) of this 
section. 

(b) Comparability. Fee schedule 
amounts for new HCPCS codes for 
items and services without a fee sched-
ule pricing history are established 
using existing fee schedule amounts for 
comparable items when items with ex-
isting fee schedule amounts are deter-
mined to be comparable to the new 
items and services based on a compari-
son of: Physical components; mechan-
ical components; electrical compo-
nents; function and intended use; and 
additional attributes and features. If 
there are no items with existing fee 
schedule amounts that are comparable 
to the items and services under the 
new code, the fee schedule amounts for 
the new code are established in accord-
ance with paragraph (c) of this section. 

(c) Use of supplier or commercial price 
lists. (1) Fee schedule amounts for 
items and services without a fee sched-
ule pricing history described by new 
HCPCS codes that are not comparable 
to items and services with existing fee 
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