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42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–24 Edition) § 412.344 

Cost reporting periods beginning 
on or after: 

Federal rate 
percentage 

Hospital- 
specific rate 
percentage 

October 1, 2000 ........................ 100 0 

§ 412.344 Hold-harmless payment 
methodology. 

(a) General. A hospital paid under the 
hold-harmless payment methodology 
receives a payment per discharge based 
on the higher of: 

(1) 85 percent of reasonable costs for 
old capital costs (100 percent for sole 
community hospitals) plus an amount 
for new capital costs based on a propor-
tion of the Federal rate. The propor-
tion is equal to the ratio of the hos-
pital’s Medicare inpatient costs for new 
capital to total Medicare inpatient 
capital costs; or 

(2) 100 percent of the Federal rate. 
(3) Exceptions. (i) A hospital that 

would receive higher payment under 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section may 
elect payment based on 100 percent of 
the Federal rate under paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section. 

(ii) A hospital that does not maintain 
records that are adequate to identify 
its old capital costs is deemed to have 
elected payment per discharge based on 
100 percent of the Federal rate. 

(b) Continued basis of payment. A hos-
pital paid based on 100 percent of the 
Federal rate during the later of its cost 
reporting period beginning in FY 1994 
or its first cost reporting period begin-
ning after obligated capital that is rec-
ognized as old capital under § 412.302(b) 
is put in use continues to be paid on 
that basis in subsequent cost reporting 
periods during the transition period 
and does not receive a reasonable cost 
payment for old capital costs under 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. 

(c) Basis of determination. The deter-
mination under paragraph (a) of this 
section regarding which payment alter-
native is applicable is made without re-
gard to additional payments under the 
exceptions process under § 412.348. 

(d) Interim and final payment deter-
minations. (1) Using the best data avail-
able, the intermediary makes an in-
terim payment determination under 
paragraph (a) of this section con-
cerning the applicable payment alter-
native, and, in the case of payment 
under paragraph (a)(1) of this section, 

the payment amounts for old and new 
capital. The intermediary notifies the 
hospital of its determination at least 30 
days before the beginning of the hos-
pital’s first cost reporting period begin-
ning on or after October 1, 1991. The 
intermediary may revise its determina-
tion based on additional information 
submitted by the hospital and make 
appropriate adjustments retroactively. 

(2) The final determination of the 
amount payable under paragraph (a) of 
this section is based on final settle-
ment of the Medicare cost report for 
the applicable cost reporting period 
and is effective retroactively to the be-
ginning of that cost reporting period. 
This final determination is subject to 
administrative and judicial review in 
accordance with subpart R of part 405 
of this chapter, governing provider re-
imbursement determinations and ap-
peals. 

[56 FR 43449, Aug. 30, 1991; 57 FR 3017, Jan. 27, 
1992] 

§ 412.348 Exception payments. 

(a) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion— 

Annual operating expenses. Annual op-
erating expenses means the sum of net 
expenses for all reimbursable cost cen-
ters for a 12 month cost reporting pe-
riod. Annual operating expenses are ob-
tained from the Medicare cost report. 

Average age of fixed assets. The aver-
age age of fixed assets is the ratio of 
accumulated depreciation for buildings 
and fixed equipment to current depre-
ciation expense for buildings and fixed 
equipment. The average age of fixed as-
sets is determined from information on 
the Medicare cost report. 

Fixed assets. Fixed assets mean build-
ings and fixed equipment. 

(b) Criterion for additional payment 
during the transition period. An addi-
tional payment is made to a hospital 
paid under either the fully prospective 
payment methodology or the hold- 
harmless payment methodology as de-
termined under paragraph (c) of this 
section for cost reporting periods be-
ginning on or after October 1, 1991 and 
before October 1, 2001. 

(c) Minimum payment level by class of 
hospital. (1) CMS establishes a min-
imum payment level by class of hos-
pital. The minimum payment level for 
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