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case may proceed to an MGCRB deci-
sion. 

[55 FR 36766, Sept. 6, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 25488, June 4, 1991; 62 FR 46031, Aug. 29, 
1997; 63 FR 26357, May 12, 1998; 64 FR 41541, 
July 30, 1999; 81 FR 57268, Aug. 22, 2016; 84 FR 
42614, Aug. 16, 2019] 

§ 412.258 Parties to MGCRB pro-
ceeding. 

(a) The party or parties to an 
MGCRB proceeding are the hospital or 
group of hospitals requesting a change 
in geographic designation. 

(b) CMS has 30 days from the date of 
receipt of notice of a complete applica-
tion to submit written comments and 
recommendations (with a copy to the 
hospital) for consideration by the 
MGCRB. 

(c) The hospital has 15 days from the 
date of receipt of CMS’s comments to 
submit written comments to the 
MGCRB, with a copy to CMS, for the 
purpose of responding to CMS’s com-
ments. 

§ 412.260 Time and place of the oral 
hearing. 

If the MGCRB decides that an oral 
hearing is necessary, it sets the time 
and place for the hearing and notifies 
the parties in writing, with a copy to 
CMS, not less than 10 days before the 
time scheduled for the hearing. The 
MGCRB may reschedule, adjourn, post-
pone, or reconvene the hearing pro-
vided that reasonable written notice is 
given to the parties, with a copy to 
CMS. 

§ 412.262 Disqualification of an 
MGCRB member. 

(a) Grounds for disqualification. An 
MGCRB member may not participate 
in any decision in a case in which he or 
she may be prejudiced or partial with 
respect to a party or has any other in-
terest in the case. 

(b) Request for disqualification. If a 
party believes that an MGCRB member 
should not participate in a decision, 
the party submits the objection in 
writing to the MGCRB at its earliest 
opportunity, explaining the grounds for 
the request. CMS may also submit such 
a suggestion to the MGCRB. 

(c) Consideration by the MGCRB mem-
ber. The MGCRB member will consider 

the objection and, at his or her discre-
tion, either will proceed or withdraw. 

(d) Consideration by the MGCRB If the 
member does not withdraw, a party 
may petition the MGCRB for with-
drawal and the MGCRB will consider 
the objection and rule on whether the 
member may participate in the deci-
sion before it decides the case. 

§ 412.264 Evidence and comments in 
MGCRB proceeding. 

(a) Submission by the parties. Before a 
decision is issued and during an oral 
hearing, the parties may present evi-
dence or comments to the MGCRB re-
garding the matters at issue in the 
case. 

(b) Content of evidence and comments. 
The MGCRB may receive evidence and 
comments without regard for the rules 
of evidence applicable to court proce-
dures. 

(c) Ex parte communications. (1) The 
members of the MGCRB and its staff 
may not consult or be consulted by an 
individual representing the interests of 
an applicant hospital or by any other 
individual on any matter in issue be-
fore the MGCRB without notice to the 
hospital or CMS. If such communica-
tion occurs, the MGCRB will disclose it 
to the hospital or CMS, as appropriate, 
and make it part of the record after the 
hospital or CMS has had an oppor-
tunity to comment. MGCRB members 
and staff may not consider any infor-
mation outside the record about mat-
ters concerning a hospital’s application 
for reclassification. 

(2) The provisions in paragraph (c)(1) 
of this section do not apply to the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Communications among MGCRB 
members and staff. 

(ii) Communications concerning the 
MGCRB’s administrative functions or 
procedures. 

(iii) Requests from the MGCRB to a 
party or CMS for a document. 

(iv) Material that the MGCRB in-
cludes in the record after notice and an 
opportunity to comment. 

(d) MGCRB rulings on evidence and 
comments. The MGCRB rules upon the 
admissibility of evidence and com-
ments and excludes irrelevant, imma-
terial, or unduly repetitious evidence 
and comments. 
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