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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 590.120 

REFRIGERATION OF SHELL EGGS 

§ 590.50 Egg temperature and labeling 
requirements. 

(a) All shell eggs packed into con-
tainers destined for the ultimate con-
sumer must be stored and transported 
under refrigeration at an ambient tem-
perature of no greater than 45 °F (7.2 
°C) and must bear safe handling in-
structions in accordance with 21 CFR 
101.17(h). 

(b) Any producer-packer with an an-
nual egg production from a flock of 
3,000 or fewer layers is exempt from the 
temperature and labeling requirements 
of this section. Such producer-packer is 
still required to comply with the label-
ing requirements in 21 CFR 101.17(h). 

[85 FR 68674, Oct. 29, 2020] 

EXEMPTIONS 

§ 590.100 Specific exemptions. 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) The following are exempt, to the 

extent prescribed, from the inspection 
of egg products processing operations 
in section 5(a) of the Act (21 U.S.C. 
1034(a)), provided the conditions for ex-
emption and the provisions of these 
regulations are met: 

(1) The processing and sale of egg 
products by any poultry producer from 
eggs of his own flock’s production when 
sold directly to a household consumer 
exclusively for use by the consumer 
and members of the household and its 
nonpaying guests and employees. 

(2) The processing in non-official 
plants, including but not limited to 
bakeries, restaurants, and other food 
processors, of certain categories of food 
products which contain eggs or egg 
products as an ingredient, as well as 
the sale and possession of such prod-
ucts. Such products must be manufac-
tured from inspected egg products 
processed in accordance with the regu-
lations in this part and 9 CFR part 591 
or from eggs containing no more re-
stricted eggs than are allowed in the 
official standards for U.S. Consumer 
Grade B shell eggs. 

[85 FR 68674, Oct. 29, 2020] 

PERFORMANCE OF SERVICE 

§ 590.110 Licensed inspectors. 

(a) Any person who is a Federal or 
State employee, or the employee of a 
local jurisdiction possessing proper 
qualifications as determined by an ex-
amination for competency and who is 
to perform services pursuant to this 
part, may be licensed by the Secretary 
as an inspector. 

(b) Licenses issued by the Secretary 
are to be countersigned by the Admin-
istrator or by any other designated of-
ficial of the Service. 

(c) No person may be licensed to in-
spect any product in which he is finan-
cially interested. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971; 36 FR 10841, June 4, 
1971. Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 
1977, and further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, 
Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.118 Identification. 

Inspection program personnel will be 
furnished with a numbered official 
badge that will be carried in a proper 
manner at all times while on duty. 
This badge will be sufficient identifica-
tion to entitle inspection program per-
sonnel entry at all regular entrances 
and to all parts of the official plant and 
premises to which inspection program 
personnel are assigned. 

[85 FR 68674, Oct. 29, 2020] 

§ 590.120 Financial interest of inspec-
tors. 

(a) Inspection program personnel will 
not inspect any product in which he or 
she has a financial interest; or that is 
produced by a plant at which the em-
ployee, the employee’s spouse, minor 
child, partner, organization in which 
the employee is serving as officer, di-
rector, trustee, partner, or employee; 
or that is produced by any other person 
with whom inspection program per-
sonnel are negotiating or have any ar-
rangements concerning prospective 
employment. 

(b) All inspection program personnel 
are subject to statutory restrictions 
with respect to political activities; 
e.g., 5 U.S.C. 7324 and 1502. 
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